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ADVENTURES 
O F 
GIL BLAs of Santillane. 
. . 


Dees 
BOOK X. 


CHAP. I. Gil Blas ſets out for the Aſturias ; paſſes 
through Valladolid, where be viſits his old maſter doctor 
Sangrach, and meets, by a cident, with Sigmar Manuel 
Ordannez, director of the hoſputal. | 


HILE I was getting ready for my departure 
from Madrid, with Scipio, on my jou ney to 
the Aſturias, Pope Pau! the fitth named the Duke of 
Lerma to the cardinalſhip This Pope being de f rous of 
eſtabliſhing the inquiſition in the kingdom of Naples, in- 
veſted that minĩſter with the purple, that he miꝛat en- 
gage him to make King Philip conſent to ſuch laud- 
able deſign. All thoſe who were well acquzi/ated with 
this new member of the ſacred college, thought unte me, 
that the church had mad? a fine acquiſition. 
Scipio, who would rather have feen me in à b liant 
poſt at court, than buried in ſolitude, adviſed me ta 
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—— myſelf before the Cardinal: « Perhaps (faid he) 
is eminence ſeeing you out of priton by the King's or- 
der, will think it unneceſſary to appear any longer irri- 
tated againit you, and take you into his ſervice again.” 
« Mr. Scipio, (anſwered |) you ſeem to have ſorgot 
that I obtained my liberty. on condition that I ſhould 
uit the two Caſtiles immediately. Beſides, do you 
think me already diſguſted with my caſtle of Lirias ? 1 
have told you once, and now repeat it, that if the Duke 
of Lerma would reitore me to his good graces, and even 
offer me the place o Don Rodrigo de Calderona, 1 
would refuſe it. My refolution is taken. I will go in 
queſt of my parents at Oviedo, and retire with them to 
Valencia. As for thee, my friend, it thou repenteſt 
of having joined thy tortune to mine, ſpeak; I am 
ready to give thee one half of my money, and thou 
mayelt itay at Madrid, and puſh thy fortune as far as 
it will go. 
« How! (replied my ſecretary, nettled at my words) 
can you ſuſpect me of having any repugnance to follow 
to your retreat? my zeal and attachment are injured 
* ſuſpicion. What! Scipio, that faithful ſervant, 
who, to ſhare your affliction, would have willingly paſſed 
the remainder of his days with you in the tower of Se- 
govia ; ſhall he feel any regret in accompanying you to 
an abode that promiſes him a thouſand pleaſures? No, 
no, I have no defire of diſſuading you from your reſolu- 
tion. I muſt own I was a little miſchievous, when I ad- 
viſed you to ſhew yourſelf to the Duke of Lerma ; I 
wanted to found you, thatT might know if ſome ſeeds of 


ambition did not till remain in your breaſt. Well then, 


ſince you are ſo much detached from pomp and gran— 
deur, let us abandon the court immediately, to go and 
enjoy thoſe innocent and delicious pleaſures, of which 
we have formed ſuch charming ideas.” We actually 
ſet out in a few days, mounted together in 2 chaiſe 
drawn by two good mules, and conducted by -a young 
man, with whom I thought proper to augment my train. 
We lay the firſt night at Alcala de Henares, and the le- 
cond at Segovia; trom whence, (without ſtaying to viſit 
the genergus keeper Lordefillas) we got to Penakel — 
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the Duero; and next day to Valladolid *. At fight of 
this lait place, I could not help heaving a profound ſigh ; 
and my coinpanion, who perceived it, aſking the cauſe, 
„ Child, (ſaid I) I praQtifed phvſick a long time in this 
city, and my coalcience upbraids me with it this mo- 
ment! methinks all the lick people whom I killed, come 
out of their tombs, and ſeem ready to tear me in pieces.” 
„% What a fancy is this! (laid my ſecretary) truly, Sig- 
nior de Santillane, you arc too good. Why ſhould you 
repent ot haviag Jaboured in your vocation ? Obſerve 
the oldeit phylcians; do they feel any ſuch remorſe ? 
No, ture : they {till go on in their old courſe, with the 
utmolt tranquillity, throwing the blame of all fatal acci- 
dents on nature, and claiming honour from every lucky 
event.” 

« True, (ſaid I DoQtor Sangrado, whoſe method [I 
faithfully followed, was a man ot that character. Tho' 
he ſaw twenty people die daily among his hands, he was 
ſo well convinced of the excellence of bleeding at the 
arm, and plentiful draughts of warm water, which he 
called his two ſpecificks in all kinds of diſtempers, that 
inſtead of ſuſpecting his remedies, he believed that his 
patients died becaule they had not drank and been blood- 
ed enough.” * Egad! (cried Scipio, burſting into a 
loud laugh) this muſt be an incomparable perſon !” 
« If thou haſt any curioſity to tee and hear him, 
(faid I) thou mayeſt fatisty it to moirow morning, 
provided Sangrado be till alive, and at Valladolid, 
which I can ſcarce believe, for he was very ld when 
Left him, and that happened a good many yea. : ago. 

Our firit care, when we arrived at our inn, was 
to enquire about that doctor, who we learned was not 
yet dead; but being too old to viſit patients, or move 
about, he had given place to three or tour doctors, who 
had acquired reputation by a new method of practice, 
which did not tuccced a whit better than his. We re- 


* Valladolid, i» one of the mot beautiful cities of Old Caſtile, fi- 
tuated on the ima nver Licutya, ieh divides it in two, and over 
which is a higdtorrs Gone badge of ten or twelve arches. In this 
place is an umverfity, and co let than ſeventy comvents, one of 
which is the King' palace, very much embc!iuhed by Philip ihe 
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ſolved to ſtay all next day at Valladolid, as well to ref 
our horles, as to viſit Signior Sangrado, to whoſe houſe 
we repaired about ten a-clock in the morning, and found 
him fitting in an eaſy chair, with a book in his hand. 
As ſoon as he perceived us, he got up, and coming to- 
warde me, with a firm ſtep, conſidering his age, which 
was ſeventy aſked our buſineſs wich him? „Mr. 
Doctor, (ſaid I te him) don't you recollect me? I have 
the honour t9 be one of your diſciples. Don't you re- 
member a young man called Gil Blas, who formerly 
lived in your houie, and was your deputy ?” „ What! 
is it you, Santillane ? (anſwered he, embracing me) I 
ſhould not have known you again. I am very glad ta 
ſee you. What have you been doing ſince you left me? 
You have doubtleſs practited phyſick all along.“ 1 
was indeed (faid I) fuihciently inclined to that profeſ- 
ſion, which however ſome ſtrong reaſons have hindered 
me from exerciſing.” 
So much the worſe, (replied Sangrado) With the 
— — which you imbibed from me, you would have 
ome an expert phyſician, provided heaven had given 
you grace to preſerve yourſelf from the dangerous love 
of Chemiſtry. Ah! my fon! (continued he with an 
air of ſorrow) what a change has happened in phyſick 
within theſe few years. That art is robbed ot all its 
honour and dignity. That art, which in all times hath 
regarded the life of man, is now a prey to raſhnefs, pre- 
ſumption and imperities; for their action Tek, and in 
a little time, the very ſtones will cry aloud again the 
cabals of theſe new practitioners. Lap 'd:. clamavurt ! 
There ate in this city phyſicians (c fu, as call them- 
ſelves (o) who are yoked to the trim na car of anti- 
mony. Currus triumt balls antimonit |ruants rom the 
ſcho.| of Paracelius, adorers of Nr,, accidental 
curcrs, who make the whole [ſcience o nedigine contilt 
in knowing how to prepaie chemical drugs. \\ hat hall! 
tell you! every thing is turned toply turv in their nuethhid, 
Bleeding at the foot, tor example, li herto io foluvm 
ractiled, is now almo{t the only evi-uacion in vie. 
hoſe purgatives which were toriacily gentls and be— 
nign, are now changed for emeticks and avrmes. Lhe 
whole isa mere chaos, where each docs Mhat he thinks 
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, tranſgrefiing thoſe bounds of order and ſa- 
city which our ancient maſters had fo wilely pre- 
icribed.” | . 

W hatever inclination I had to laugh at ſuch a comical 
declamation, | had power to refilt it. I did more. | 
| exclaimed againſt Kermes, without knowing Winat it 
was, and at a venture wiſhed thole who invented it at 
the Devil. Scipio obſerving that | made mylcli merry 
with this ſcene, had a mind to act in it alſo. ** Mr, 
Doctor, (faid he to Sangravo) as | am grand nephew to 
a phyſician of the old ichool, give we !cave to :erult 
with you againft chemical medic:nes. My lace grand 
uncle {reft his ſoul) was tuch a warm partizan of Hipps- 
crates, that he otten battled with quacks, who lpoke 
diſreſpectfully of that prince of phyſick. True blood 
will always ſhew itlelt; I would willingly pertorm 
the office of executioner to thoſe ignorant innovators, 
of whom you complain with ſuch eloquence and juſ- 
tice. What diforder muſt thete wretches create in civil 
ſociety !” 

That diforder (replied the doctor is more extenſive 
than you imagine. My having publithed a book againſt 
the robbers ot medicine was ot no ule. On the con- 
trary, the miſchief daily increates. Ihe ſurgeons, mad 
with the ambition of acting as phyſicians, think them- 
ſelves ſufficiently qualined, when there is nothing to be 
done but to give Kermes and Emeticks, 19 which they 
add blooding at the foot, according to their own fancy. 
They even proceed lo far, as to mix Kermes in apozerm: 
and cordial potions ; and fo they are on 1 par with vour 
celebrated prefcribers. This contagion has fpread alſo 
among the chiſters. There are tore monks who act 
both as apothecaries and furgeons. 'Ihoit apes of me- 
dicine appiy themſelves to chemitiry, and compole per- 
nicious drugs, with which they abridec the lives of their 
reverend fathers. In fine, there are more than fixty 
monaſtries of men and women in \ alladoiid ; fo vou 
may judge what ravage is made in them, by Kermes 
united with Emeticks and blooding in the foot.“ * Sig- 
rior Hangrado (taid |) vou have rezton to be incenſed a- 
gainſt theie poitoners. I groan in concert with you, 
and ſhare your alarms tor the lives of mankind, whick 
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are ſo manifeſtly threatened by a method fo different 
from yours. I am very much afraid that chemit 
will one day occaſion the total ruin of phyſick; in 
the ſame manner as falſe money proves deſtructive to 
kingdoms. Heaven grant that the fatal day be not too 
near.” 

At this part of our converſation, an old maid-ſervant 
brought in for the doQtor a little light bread on a falver, 
and a glaſs with two bottles, one of which was filled 
with water, and the other with wine. After he had 
eaten a morſel of the bread, he took a draught of li- 
quor, in which indeed there were two thirds of water, 
but that did not ſave him from the reproach which ke 

ave me 2 handle to vent againſt him. Ah, ah! (ſaid I) 

Ir. Doctor, have I caught you in the fact? You drink 
wine then! You who have always declared againſt that 
liquor: You who, Curing three fourths of your life, 
have drank nothing but water. How long have you 
aQed fo inconſiſtently with yourſe!f? You can't excuſe 
veurſelt on account of your. age; fince, in one part ot 
your writings, you define old age a natural decay, that 
withers and conſumes us; and in confequence of that 
definition, deplore the ignorance of thoſe people who ſtile 
wine the milk of old men. What theretore can you fay 
in your own juſtification.” 

„Lou declare war againſt me very unjuſty, (replied 
the old phyiician.) Had l drank pure wine, you would 
have had tome reafon to look upon me as an unfaithful 
obſerver of my own method ; but you fee that my wine 
is very muͤch diluted.” Another inconſiſtency, my 
dear maſter, (laid [) don't you remember that you 
blam'd the Canon Sedillo for drinking whe, although 
it was mixed with a great deal of water? Confels free- 
Iv, that ycu are ſenſible of your error, and that wine is 
not a fatal liquor, as vou advanced in your Works, pro- 
vided it be drank with moderation.” 

"Theſe words perplexed the doQer, who could not 
denv, that he had torbid the uſe of wine in his books, 
but ſhame and vanity ' hindered him from owning, that 
my reproach was juſt, and he did not know what an- 
{wer to make. Lo extricate him out of this dilemma, 
J fhifred the ditcourle; and in a moment after, yu 
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leave of him, exhorting him to keep his ground till a- 
gainſt the new practitioners. ** Courage, Stgnior San- 
grado. ſaid I to him) be indefatizable in decrying 
Kermes, and combat againit bloaoding in the , foor, 
without ceaſing. It, in ſpite oi your zeal and phy ſi- 
cal orthodox, that empirical race ſhould fucceed in 
raining true diſcipline, vou will at led enjov the 
conſolation, oi having done your utmoſt to matatuin 
it.“ 

As my ſectetary and I returned to the inn, converfing 
together about the diverting and original caaracter of the 
doctor, a man of about fie and fifty or fixty years of 
age patſed us in the ſtreet, walking with his eyes fixed 
upon the ground, and a large rolary in his hand. | 
viewed him attentively, and ealily recollected him to be 
Signior Manuel Ordonnez, that pious director of the 
hotpital, of whom ſuch honourable mention 1s made 
in the firſt volume of my memoirs. I accoſted him 
with great demonſtrations of reſpect, faying, + Health 
to the venerable and diſcreet Signior Manuel Ordonnez, 
the molt proper man in the world to manage the poor's 
money.” At theſe words, he eyed me narrowly, and 
anſwered that he remembered my features, but could 
not tecollect the place where he had ſcen me. I was 
often at your houie (ſaĩd I) while you had in your ſervice, 
a friend of mine called Fabricio Nunnez.” © Ah! I 
remember you now, (anſwered the director with a ſati- 
rical ſmile) by this token, that you were both arch lad, 
and played together many tricks of youth. Well, what 
is become of poor Fabricio ? every time [ think vi kim, 
I am uneaſy about his circumttances.” 

* My motive {taid I) tor taking the liberty of ſtop- 
ping you in the ſtrect, was to give You an account ot 
him. Fabrticio is at Madrid, employe:: in compoiings 
miſcellanie:,” 4 What do vou coll wiicelianies 5 (au- 
ſwered he) Thit is, id I Fe writes in profe and 
verſe. He cum poies comedies and to nanges; ina wotd, 
he is a young i-!'ow of genius, and is very weil received 
in the beit families.” * But ſaid the director how 
ſtands he with his baker 7” * Not quite fo well, (an- 
ſwered ]) as with people of faſhion : Berween von and 
me, I believe he is as poor as Job.” + Oh! I don't ar 
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all doubt in, (cried Ordonnez.) Let him make his court 
to noblemen as much as he pleaſes, his complaiſance, 
flattery and cringing will bring till leſs into his pockets 
than his works. — propheſy, that you will 
one day fee him in the hoſpital.“ 

„That may very well be, (I replied.) Poetry has 
brought many a one to that cataſtrophe. My friend Fa- 
bricio would have done much better, had he remained 
with your worſhip. He would by this time have rolled 
upon gold.” * At leaſt, he would have been in very 
eaſy circumſtances, (ſaid Manuel.) I had a regard for 
him, and would have, by raiſing him from poſt to poſt, 
procured a folid ſettlement for him in the hoſpital, had 
he not been whimſical enough to ſet up for a wit. He 
compoſed a comedy which was aQed by the players of 
this city: U he piece ſucceeded ; and from that moment 
his head turned. He believed himſelf another Lope de 
Vega; and preferring the ſmoke of publick applauſe, to 
the real advantages which my friendſhip prepared for 
him, demanded his diſmifſion. I remonttrated in vain, 
that he was going to quit the ſubſtance, and run after 
the ſhadow. I could not detain this mad-man, who was 
actuated with the fury of writing. He did not know 
his own intereſt, (added he.) The young man who 
ſucceeded him in my ſervice is a living proof this. 
Having more judgment and lets underſtanding than Fab- 
ricio, he applied himſelf wholly to the execution of his 
commiſſions, and ſtudied to pleaſe me. Accordingly, I 
have promoted him as he deferved, and he now actually 
enjoys two employments at the hoſpital, the leaſt of 
which is more than tufticient to maintain an honeſt man, 
encumbcred with à large family.” 


CHAP. II. Gi Bas continues his jaurney, and ar- 
„ies fufely at Or ieh. The condition in hich he found 
his parents. The death of his father, ad the conſequence 
thererf. 


ROM Valladolid, we got in four days to Oviedo, 
without meeting with any bad accident on the 
road, notwithſtanding the proverb, which ſays, that 
cobbets ſmell the mgney of travellers afar off. We 
| | | ſhouts 
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hould have been, however, a pretty good booty ; and 


two inhabitants of the cavern would have been ſufficicht 
to carry off our doubloons with eaſe; for | had not 
learned to grow valiant at court; and Bertrand, my 
Mogo de Mulas *, did not ſcem of a humour to dic in de- 
fence of his maſter's purte : Scipio was the only Ilector 
among us. 

It being night when we arrived in town, we went to 
lodge at an inn hard by the houle of my uncle the Canon 
Gil Perez. I was willing to underſtand the ſituation of 
my parents, before I ſhould appear as their fon: and for 
this piece of information, I could not apply to a more 
proper perſon than my landlord or his wie, who knew 
to be people who were very well acquainted with the at- 
fairs of their neighbours. In eſtect, the landlord, after 
having eyed me with attention, recolected my face, 
cried, © By St. Antonio de Padua! this is the fon of 
honeſt Uſher Blas of Santillane.” * Yes truly, (iaid his 
wife) it is he indeed! he is very httie altered: it is the 
fame little briſk Gil Blas, who had always more ſpirit in 
his heart than beet on his bones. I think ice him (till 
coming to this houſe, with his bottle, lor wine to his 
uacle's ſupper.” 

Madam, {(taid |) you have a very happy memory: 
but pray tell me news of my family; my tather and mo- 
ther ate, doubtleis, in no very agreeable ſituation.“ 
* That is but too true : (replied the landlady) how bad 
foever you may think their condition ia, you cannot con- 
ceive them more dittretſed than they are. Gil Perez, 
honeſt man, has loſt the uſe of one halt of his body, by 
the pally ; and, in all appearance, cannat latt long 
your father, who has lived of late with the canon, haz 
got a defluxion in his breatt, or rather, is at this mo- 
ment in the agonies of death; and your mother though 
far from being well, is obliged to ſerve as a nurie to 
both.“ | 

On this report, which made me feel that I was a ton, 
I left Bertrand with my equipage at the inn; and, at- 
tended by my lecretary, who would not quit me, re- 


pancd to my uncle's houte. As toon as I appeared be- 


* Mera de Mulas, a Mule-driver. 
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fore my mother, an emotion which I cauſed in her, ſig- 
nified my preſence, bctore her eyes had diſtinguiſhed my 
features. Son, (laid the, with a melancholy air, 
after ſhe had embraced me) come and fee your father 
breathe his Jaſt: you are come time enough to be ſtruck 
with that cruel ſpectacle So ſaying, ke carried me 
into a chamber where the unfortunate Blas of Santillane, 
lying on a bed that too well denoted the poverty of an 
uſher, drew near his exit. 'I hough he was environed 
by the ſhades of death, his ſenſes had not quite forſaken 
him. My dear friend, (ſaid my mother to him) here 
is your ſon Gil Blas, who begs your forgiveneſs for the 
trrows he has occaſioned, and afks your bleſſing. At 
theſe words, my father opening his eyes, which death 
had begun to cloſe, fixed them upon me ; and obſerving 
in ſpite of his own lamentable condition, that I was very 
much affected with the loſs of him, ſeemed moved at 
my grief, and attempted to ſpeak; but had not ſtrength 
enough to utter one word. I took hold of one of his 
bands; and while I bathed it with my tears, unable to 
pronounce a ſyllable, he expired, as it he had waited for 
gy arrival, betore he would breathe his laſt. 

My mother was too well prepared for his death, to be 
immoderatel) afJicted at it; and I was, perhaps, more 
grieved than ſhe, although my father had never given 
ae the leaſt matk of friendſhip in his life. My being his 
ion, was a fefticient cauſe for me to lament him; beſides, 
1 upbraided my (elf for not having aſſiſted him in his 
ilttets: and when I refleted on my hard-heartednets, 
l2gked upon mytelf as a monſter of ingratituce, or ta- 
ter, as a downright parricide. My uncle, whom [ 
1iterwards beheld ttretched on a truckle bed, and in a 
miterable condition, made me feel treſh remorſe. ** Un- 
natural fon! (tzid I ro myſelf) contemplate, for thy 
puniſhment, the miſery of thy parents. If thou hadſt 
given them a ſmall ſhare of the fuperfluity which was in 
thy poſſetiion, before thou waſt impriſoned, they would 
have enjoyed con veniencies which the revenue of the 

rebend could not afford; and, perhaps, thou wouldſt 
6508 prolonged the life of thy tather.” 

The unfortunate Gil Perez was become a child again, 

kaving loſt both his memory and judgment. In -_ 
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did I preſs him in my arms, with marks of real affection; 


he ſeemed inſenſible of what I did. When my mother 
told him, that I was his nephew Gil Blas, he looked 
at me with an unmeaning eve, and made no anſwer. 
Though blood and gratitude had not obliged me to la- 
ment an uncle to whom I owed ſo much, I could not 
have beheld him in a condition fo worthy of pity, 
without feeling the emotions of compaſſion. 

All this time Scipio remained in a melancholy ſilence, 

k of my affliction, and, through friendihip, min- 

gled his ſighs with mine. As I concluded that my mo- 
ther, after tuch a long abſence, wanted to converle with 
me, and that ſhe might be uneaſy at the prefence of 1 
man whom the did not know, I took him aſide, and ſaid, 
„Go, my child, go, and repoſe thyſelf at the inn; and 
leave me here with my mother, who perhaps will thiniz 
thee one too many in a converfation that will wholly turn 
on family-atfairs.” Scipio, rather than put us under any 
conſtraint, retired ; and I actually diſcourſed with my 
mother the beſt part of the night. We gave one ano- 
ther a faithtul account of what had happened to us ſince 
my departure from Oviedo: ſhe was minute in the de- 
tail of choſe mortifications the had ſuffered in the fami- 
lies were ſh: had been duenna, and told me an infinite 
number of things on that ſubject, which I was glad my 
ſecretary did not hear, though he was entruſted with all 
my fecrets. With all the reſpect that I owe to the me- 
mory of a mother, I mult own that the good lady was 
a little prolix in her narrations ; and ſhe would have ſpar- 
ed me three fourths of her hiſtory, had ſh2 ſuppreſſed 
all the trivial circumſtances of it: ſhe con lude at 
length, and. | began mine. I paſſed lightly over all my 
adventures ; but when [I came to the viht which I re- 
ceived at Madrid from the lon of Bertrand Muſcada, 
the grocer of Oviedo, I enlarged upon that article:“ L 
own (ſaid | to my mother) | gave that young man a 
very bad reception; who, to be revenged, has, doubt- 
leſs, drawn a very frighttul picture of me.” + In that 
he did not fail: (antwered the) he told , that he found 
you ſo proud of the favour of the prime miniltzr, that 
you ſcarce deigned to recolle& bim: and when he de- 
icribed our diltreſs, heard him with the utmoſt ind ffe- 
K 4 rence. 
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rence. As parents (added ſhe) al ways endeavour to find 
excules for the behaviour of their children, we could 
not believe that you had ſuch a bad heart: your arrival 
at Oviedo juſtißes our good opinion of you, and your 
preſent ſortow confirms your apology.” 

Jou judge too favourably of me (I replied) there is 
a great deal of truth in young Muſcada's report: when 
he viſited me, I was wholly engroſſed by the care of 
making my fortnne ; and the ambition that poſſeſſed me 
would not permit me to think of my parents. It muſt 
not therelore be wondered at, if, in this diſpoſition, I 
cave an unwelcome reception to a man, who, accoſting 
me rudely, told me in a brutal manner, that, hearing 
vas richer thaa a ſew, he came to adviſe me to end 
you ſome money, ot which you (tood in great need: he 
even reproached my indifference for my family in very 
| indecent terms. | was ſhocked at his freedom; and 
loſing patience, * him by the ſhoulders out of my 
cloſer. I own I was to blame in this rencounter : 1 
ought to have reflected, that it was not your fault, if 
the grocer wanted manners; and that his advice was 
never the worte tor its being brutally delivered.” 

This was what T repreſented to myſelf immediately 
after | had ſent Muſcada about his buſineſs. My blood 
tpoke in your behalf ; I recalled ail my duty to my pa- 
1cnts; and, bluſuing for ſhame for having performed it 
1% ill, felt remorle, which, nevertheleſs, can do me no ho- 
nour with you, becaule it was loon flifled by avarice and 
ambition : but having been afterwards impriſoned, by 
che king's order, in the tower of Segovia, I fell danger- 
oully ill, and that happy diſtemper hath reſtored your 
ton to you: yes, it was my diſeaſe and impriſon- 
ment that made nature reſume all her rights, and en- 
1irely detached me from court. I now thirtt after ſoli- 
rude; and my {cle motive far coming to the Alturias, 
was to intreat you to ſhare with me the ſweets of a re- 
tired life. If you don't refuſe my requelt, | will conduct 
you to an eſtate which I have in the kingdom ot Valen- 
cia, where we ſhall live at our eaſe. You may believe, I 
intended 40 carry my father thither alſo ; but ſince hea- 
ven ordained it otherwiſe, let me have the ſatistaction ot 


enjoying my mother's company, and of making amends 
St 
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to her for my paſt neglect, by all imaginable care.” © I 
am very much obliged to your laudable intention, (faid 
my mother) and would go without heſitation, if I faw 
no objections in the caſe; but | will not leave my bro- 
ther, your uncle, in this deplorable condition: and I am 
ſo much uſed to this country, that I cannot now quit it. 
However as the thing deſerves due conſideration, I will 
think of it at leiſure : let us at prelent take care of your 
father's funeral.” ** That (ſaid I) ſhall be ordered by 
the young man whom you ſaw along with me; he is my 
ſecretary, and has ſuch zeal and underſtanding, that we 
may depend upon his care.” | 

Scarce had | pronounced theſe words, when Scipio 
returned, it being already day; and aſking if we had any 
occaſion for his tervice in our perplexity, I told him that 
he came very ſeaſonably to receive an important order 
which I had to give. When he knew what the buſineſa 
was, Enough, (ſaid he); I have already contrived the 
whole ceremony, and you may truſt to my diſcretion.” 
« Beware (ſaid my mother) of making a pompous burial: 
it cannot be too modeſt for my huſband, whom all the 
toun knew to be a very indigent uſher.” Madam, (re- 
plied Scipio) had he been ftill more needy than he was l 
would not abate two farthings of the expence: for in this 
I regard my maſter only; he has been the Duke of Ler- 
ma's favourite; and his father cught to be nobly interred.” 

approved of my fecretary's defign, and even defired 
him to ſpare no coſt: the remains of vanity, which E 
ſtill preſerved, broke out on this occaſion : I flattered 
mytelf, that in being at a great expence upon a father, 
who leit me no inheritance, I thould make the world 
admire my generous behaviour. My mother, for her 
part, whatever modeſty ſhe affected, was not ill pleaſed 
to ſec her huſband buried in ſplendour. We therefore 
gave a chatte blanche to Scipio, who, without loſing of 
ame, took all neceſfary meatures for a ſuperb funeral. 

He ſucceeded but too well; and performed ſuch mag- 
nificent obſequies, that he brought the whole city and 
tuburbs on my back; all the inhabitants of Oviedo, 
from the higheſt t the loweſt, being ſhocked at my oſten- 
tation. This miniſter (ſaid one) is in a great hurry 
do lay out money on his tather's interment ; but he 
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was in none to maintain him.” © He would have done 
better (faid another) had he ſuccoured his father while 
he was alive, than to honour him ſo much, now that he 
is dead.” In ſhort, reproaches were not ſpared ; every 
one had a fling at me: but they did not ſtop here; they 
inſulted Scipio, Bertrand and me, as we came out of 
the church, loaded us with revilings, and hooted us as 
we walked along, and conducted Bertrand to the inn 
with a ſhower of ſtones. 

To diſperſe the mob that was gathered before my 
uncle's houſe, there was a neceſſity for my mother's 
ſhewing herſelf, and declaring, that the was perfectly 
well fatisfied with my conduct. Some ran to the pub- 
lick houſe, in order to demoliſh my chaiſe; and this 
they certainly would have done, if the landlord and his 
wife had not found means to appeaſe their fury, and 
diſſuade them from their deſign. 


All theſe affronts, which were the effects of the young | 


grocer's report of me through the city, inſpired me wi 
1uch averſion for my townimen, that | determined ſpee- 
dily to leave Oviedo, where, otherwite, I ſhould perhaps 
have ſtaid a good while. This I plainly told my mother, 
who being very much mortified at the reception with 
which the people had regaled me, did not oppoſe my 
departure. What remained now, was to know how [ 
ſhould diſpoſe of her. Mother, (ſaid I) ſince my 
uncle wants your afſiftance, I will not preſs you to g 
along with me at preſent; but as in all appearance, 5 
has not long to live, you muſt promiſe to come to m 
eſtate immediately after his deceale.” 

I will make no ſuch promiſe (anſwered my mother). 
being reſolved to paſs the reſt of my days in the Aſtu- 
rias, in perfect independance.” * Will not you always 
{(faid I) be miſtteſs in my houſe?” I don't know that: 
(ſhe reſumed) you may fall in love with ſome young gi), 
and marry her: then | ſhall be her mother-in-law ; con- 
ſequently, we cannot live together.” * You foreſee 
misfortune (ſaid I) at too great a diſtance: I have no 
intention to marry ; but if the fancy ſhould ſtrike me, 
depend upon it, I will oblige my wite to be implicitely 
!: bmitſive to your will.” © That is promiſing too much, 
ſreſumed wy mother) I ſhould wang ſecurity for my 
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dondſman; and would not even ſwear, that, in our diſ- 
tes, you would not take the part of your wite rather 
than mine, how far ſoever ſhe might be in the wrong.” 

« You talk reafonably, Madam, cried my fecretary, 
joining in the converſation) I am of your opinion, that 
ſuhmiſſive daughters in-law are very rare. In the mean 
time, to accommodate matters between you and my 
maſter, ſince you are abſolutely reſolved to live in the 
Afturias, and he in the kingdom of Valencia, he muſt 

nt you an allowance of one hundred piſtoles, which l 

| bring hither every year. By thefe means, the mother 
and fon will live very happy at the diſtance of two hun- 
dred leagues from one another.” The parties concerned 
approved of the propoſal : I paid the firſt year's annuity 

advance, and quitted Oviedo next morning before 
break of day, that I might not be treated by the popu- 
lace like another St. ks Such was the reception 1 
met with in my own country. An excellent leſſon tor 
thoſe people of the common rank, who, after having got 
a fortune abroad, return to the place of their nativity, and 
affect the gentleman of importance. 


CHAP. III. Gi Blas departs for the kingdom of Va- 
lencia, and at length arrives at Lirias, A deſcription of 
his houſe. His reception ; i an account of the peopie 


be Hund there. — 


E took the road to Leon, then to Palencia; and 
continuing our journey. by ſmall ſtages, in ten 

days arrived at the city of Segorba : from whence, next 
morning, we repaired to my eftate, which is but three 
leages diſtant from it. As we drew near this place, my 
ſecretary obſerved, with great attention, all the country- 
ſeats that preſented themtelves to his view, on the tight 
and leit ; and when he perceived one of a grand appear- 
ance, he always pointed to it with hi; finger, and faid, 
* I wiſh that was out retreat.“ I don't know, friend, 
(faid | to him) what idea thou haſt formed of our habi- 
tation; but if you imagine that it is a magnificent houſe, 
like that on ſome great nobleman's eſtate, I tell you be- 
tare hand, that you are furiouſly miſtaken. 1 
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If thou haſt not a mind to be the dupe of thy own 
imagination, repreſent to thyſelf the ſmall houſe which 
Horace enjoyed in the country of the Sabines, near the 
Tyber, and which he received in a preſent from Mecz- 
nas. hen I mutt ex to lee a Cottage !” (cried 
Scipio) : Remember, (I replied) that I have always given 
you a very modeſt deſcription of it; and this moment, 
thou mayſt thyſelf judge, whether or not I am a faithful 
painter. Caſt thy eyes towards the Guadalaviar, and 
obſerve on its banks, hard by that ſmall hamlet, the 
houſe conſiſting of four little pavilions; that is my 
caſtle.” How the devil! (ſaid my ſecretary, with ſur- 
prize) that houſe is a perfect jewel ! Beſides, the noble ait 
that theſe pavilions give it, it is extremely well built, and 
lurrounded by a more cha ming country than even the 
neighbourhood of Seville, which is called, by way of 
excellence, The terreſtrial Paradiſe, Had we choſen 
our abode, it could not have been more to my taſte; a 
river waters it with its ſtream, and a thick wood lends its 
made, when we are inclined to walk in the middle of the 
day. What an amiable folitude this is is; Ab, my dear 
matter in all appearance, we fhall not quit this place in a 
hurry.” I am overjoyed, (anſwered I) that thou art 
io well ſatisfied withour aſylum, which is more agreeable 
{till than you imagine.” Converſing in this manner, we 
2pproached the houſe; the gate of which wasthrown open, 
as ſoon as Scipio ſignihed that it was Signior Gil Blas de 
Santillane, who came to take poſſeſſion of his caftle. At 
that name, fo reſpected by thoſe who heard it pronounced, 
my chaiſe was admitted into a large court, where I a- 
lighted: then leaning on Scipio, and taking ſtate upon 
myſelf, I went into a hall where I was ſcarce arrived, 
when ſeven or eight ſervants appeared. They ſaid they 
game to preſent their homage to their new maſter ; that 
Don Cziar and Don Alphonſo de Leyva had choſen 
them for my ſervice ; one in quality of cook, another as 
a cook's ailiftaar, a third as ſcullion, a fourth as porter, 
and the reſt as lacqueys, with orders to receive no money 
from me; theſe two noblemen intending to defray all 
the expence of my houſe keeping: Maſter Joachin the 
cook, who was the principal, and ſpokeſman of theſe 


dameſlicks, gave me to underſtand, that he had laid in 
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ſtock of the beſt wines © _—_ and told me, 
oP. eating, he hoped a young fellow, like him, who 
had been c ſix years to the archbiſhop of Valencia, 
muſt know how to com poſe * that would tickle my 
palate. © I will (added he) fall 8 to work, and 
produce a ſample of my ſkill. Take a walk, Signior, 
while dinner is getting ready; viſit your caſtle, and ſee 
if it be in an habitable n : , 
leave the reader to judge whether or not I neglected 
this viſit; and Scipio, ſtill more curious than l, dragged 
me from room to room. We ſurveyed the whole houſe 
from top to bottom; the leaſt corner, (as we imagined,) 
did not eſcape our intereſted curioſity ; and I every 
where occaſion to admire the bounty of Don Cæſar and 
his ſon. Among other things, I was ftruck with the 
appearance of two apartments, which were as well fur- 
nilhed as they poſſibly could be, without magnificence : 
one of them was hung with Arras tapeſtry, and had in 
it a bed and chairs of velvet, ſtill very hand ſome, though 
made while the Moors poſſeſſed the kingdom of Valen- 
cia. The furniture of the other was in the ſame taſte, 
conſiſting of hangings made of old yellow Genoa da- 
maſk, with a bed «x elbow-chairs of the ſame ſtuff, a- 
dorned with fringes of blue ſilk. All theſe effects, which 
would have been little valued in an inventory, a 
there very conſiderable. After having thoroughly exa- 
mined every thing, my ſecretary and I returned to the 
hall, where the cloth was laid with two covers. We fat 
down at table, and in a moment was brought in an ala 
podrida, fo delicious, that we pitted the archbiſhop of 
Valencia for having loſt the cook that compoſed it: At 
every morſel we ate, my new lacqueys preſented to us 
large glaſſes filled to the brims with wine of a moſt ex- 
quiſite reliſh. Scipio, not daring to ſhew before them, 
the interior ſatisfaction that he felt, expreſſed himſelf ta 
- me by eloquent looks; and I gave him to underftand, 
dy the ſame language, that I was as well ſatisfied as he. 
A diſh of roalt meat, compoſed of two fat quaiis, which 
flanked a leveret of an admiraole fumet, made us quit the 
olio, and finiſned our repaſt. When we had eaten like 
two gormandizers, and drank in proportion, we got. up 
| on 
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from table, and walked into the garden, to enjoy a vo- 
luptuous fieffa , in ſome cool agreeable place. 

If my ſecretary ſeemed hitherto ſatisfied with what he 
had ſeen, he was till more fo, when he beheld the gar- 
den, which he thought comparable even to that of the 
Eſcurial. It is true, Czlar, who came frequently 
to Lirias, took pleaſure in having it cultivated and em- 
belliſhed : the walks well gravelled. and bordered with 
orange-trees, a great baſon of white marble, in the 
middle of which, a brazon lion vomited out great guſhes 
of water, the beauty of the flowers, the variety of fruits, 
all theſe objects raviſhed Scipio; but he was in a parti. 
cular manner enchanted with a long walk that led by a 

entle deſcent all the way to a farmer's houſe, and was 
ed by the interwoven boughs of the trees planted 


on each fide. Here we ſtopt to make the elogium of a 


place ſo proper for an aſylum againit the heat of the 


day; and ſitting down at the root of a young elm, 


eaſily ſurpriſed two merry boys, who had juſt made ſuc 
2 dinner. 


wo hours after, we ſtarted up, awaked by the noiſe 

of ſeveral ſhot which ſeemed fo near, that we were fright- 
ened. We got up in a hurry, and repaired to the far- 
mer's houſe, where we found eight or ten peaſants, all 
inhabitants of the hamlet, who Sad ſcoured and fired 
their fufils, to celebrate my arrival, of which they had 
t notice. The greateſt part of them knew me, hav- 


ing ſeen me more than once, at the caſtle, in the exerciſe 


of my ſtewardſhip. They no ſooner perceived me, 
than they cried all together. Long lite to our new 
maſter, who is welcome to Lirias.” Lhen they loaded 
their pieces, and regaled me with a generat diſcharge. 
I received them as courteouſly as | could: preſerving my 
gravity however; thinking it improper to be too familiar 


with them. I aſſured them of my protection, left twen- 
ty piſtoles among them; and this, | believe, they did not 
look upon as the moſt diſagrecable part of my behavi- 
our. I afterwards left them at liberty to ſpend more 


* Siefta, literally ſignifies the heat of the day, from noon for- 


wards but is here uſed to expre(s the aſternouu's nap, enjoy ed every 


day ty the inhabitants of bot climates, 
powder, 
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and retired with my ſecretary into the wood, 
where we (trolled about till night, without being tired 
with beholding the groves : ſo charming is the firſt view 
of a new poſſeſſion. | 
he cook, his atliſtant, and ſcullion, were not idle in 
the mean time; they were buly in preparing a repaſt, 
even ſuperior to that which we had eaten ; and we were 
actually aſtoniſhed, when returning into the fame hall 
where we had dined, we ſaw them place upon the table 
2 diſh of roaſted partrid with a cive * of rabbit, on 
one fide ; and on the other, a capon in ragout. The 
next courſe of dainties conſiſted of pigs ears, pickled 
chicks, and cream chocolate. We drank plentifully of 
Lucena, and ſeveral forts of excellent wine; and when 
we found we could drink no more, without expoſing our 
healths, we thought of going to bed. Then my lacqueys, 
taking lights, conducted me to the beſt apartment, where 
they were very officious in undreſſing me: but when they 
ve me my gown and night-cap, I dilmifſed them; 
— with a magiſterial air, Leave me, gentlemen; 
have no farther occaſion for you to-night.” 

I ſent them all away; and keeping Scipio for a little 
converſation, aſked what he thought of the treatment I 
received by order of the noblemen of Leyva. In faith, 
(anſwered he) | think you can't be treated better ; I only 
with that this may laſt.” * I entertain no ſuch wiſh (I 
replied :) it ill becomes me, to let my bene factors be at 
ſuch an expence on my account: this were to abuſe their 
generoſity : beſides, I can't put up with tervants who are 

aid by another; I ſhould not believe myſelt in my own 

ouſe. Neither am | come hither to live in a buſtle ; 
we have no occaſion for ſuch a great number of domeſ- 
ticks; we want no more than Bertrand, a cook, a ſcul- 
lion, and lacquey. Although my ſecretary would not 
have been ſorry to live always at the expence of the go- 
vernor of Valencia, he did not »ppote my delicacy in this 
affair; but contorming himielt to my ſentiments, a 
proved of the — intended to make. This being 


determined, he left me, and retired into his own apart- 
ment. 


SA cive is a ſauce made of the eatrails of a hare or rabbit. 
CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. He departs fer Palencia, to viſt the 
noblemen of Leyva. His converſation with them, and the 
kind reception he met with from Seraphina. 


Undreſſed, and went to bed; where feeling no incli- 
nation to ſleep, 1 abandoned myſelf to refleftion. 1 
repreſented to myſelf the friendſhip with which the no- 
blemen of Leyva repaid my attachment to them ; and, 
penetrated with thoſe new marks of their affection, re- 
ſolved to go, the very next day, and ſatisfy the longi 8 
impatience I had of ſeeing and thanking them for ther 
favours. I likewiſe enjoyed, by anticipation, the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing Seraphina again ; but that pleaſure was 
not pure: I could not, without uneaſineſs, conſider, that 
I muſt, at RS cn the r 
renga Sephora, who, perhaps, remembring the adven- 
ture of the box on the ear, would not > Arne at 


fight of me. Fatigued with all theſe different ideas, I at 


* fell aſleep, and did not wake till after ſun- riſe. 
was ſoon a foot; and, wholly engroſſed by my in- 
tended journey, drefled myſelf in a hurry. Juſt as I had 
done adjuſting myſelf, my ſecretary coming into my 
chamber, Scipio, (ſaid I) you ſee me ready to ſet out 
for Valencia; I cannot make too much haſte in going 
to ſalute the noblemen to whom I owe my ſmall fortune ;. 
every moment that I delay to acquit myſelf of this duty, 
ſeems to accuſe me of ingratitude. As for thee, my 
friend, I diſpenſe with thy attendance ; ftay here in my 
abſence, and I will come back to thee in eight days.” 
« Go, Sir, (he replied) pay your reſpects to Don Al- 
phonſo and his father, who feem ſo ſenſible of your zeal, 
and grateful for the ſervices you have done them : per- 
ſons of quality, of that character, are ſo rare, that they 
cannot be too much eſteemed.” I ordered Bertrand to 
get ready for our departure ; and while he yoked the 
mules I drank my chocolate: then I got into my chaiſe, 
aſter having laid injunctions upon my people to regard 

my ſecretary as my other ſelf, and to follow his orders as 
if they were my own. 


I arrived at Valencia in leſs than four hours; and 


going ſtraight to the governor's ſtables, there * 
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left my equipage, and was conducted to the 222 
„n who was then wich his father Don 


Cæſar. I opened the door, and entering without cere- 
mony, accoſted them in theſe words: lt does not be- 
come valets to ſend in their names to their maſters : here 
is one of your old ſervants come to pay his reſpects.” 
So ſaying, I would have kneeled before them; but they 
hindered me from fo doing, and embraced me, one after 
another, with all the expreſſions of genuine affection. 
„Well, my dear Santillane, (faid Don Alphonſo) have 
you been at Lirias, to take poſſeſſion of your eſtate? 
« Yes, Signior, (I replied) and I hope you will give me 
leave to reſtore it. For what reaſon ? (ſaid he) Is 
there any thing diſagreeable about it, that gives you diſ- 
guſt ?” Not in itlelf (I reſumed :) on the contrary, I 
am enchanted with it. All that diſpleaſes me in it, is, to 
ſee cooks of an archbiſhop, with three times more ſer- 
vants than | want ; which only terve to put you to an ex- 
pence equaily uſeleſs and conſiderable.” 

« If (faid Don Cæſar) you had accepted the annuity 
of two thouſand ducats which we offered at Madrid, we 
ſhould have been contented with giving you the houſe 
furniſhed as it is ; but you know, you refuſed the pen- 
on; and we thought we could do no leſs than make 
you ſome other recompence.” * his is too much (l 
replied :) your generolity ought to have been conhned to 
the prelent of the eſtate, which is enough to crown my 
wiſhes. But, excluſive of your coſt in maintaining fo 
many people, at a great expence, I declare, that theſe 

people incommode and plague me. In a word, my lords, 
take back your eſtate, or allow me to enjoy it, according 
tw my own deſire.” I pronounced theſe laſt words with 
ſuch a determined air, that the father and fon, who did 
aot at all intend to lay me under any conſtraint, pro- 
miſled, at length, that | ſhould live as I pleated in my 
own houſe. RE 

I thanked them for having granted me that liberty, 
without which I could not be happy; when Don Al- 
phonſo interrupted me, faying, ** My dear Gil Blas, k 
will introduce you to a lady, who wil! be over:oyed to ſee 
you.” With theſe words, he took > the hand, and 
led me into the apartment of Seraphina, who * 

| w 
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with joy when ſhe ſaw me. Madam, (faid the go. 
vernor) I believe the arrival of our friend Santillane at 
Valencia is as agreeable to you as to me.” © That is 
what he ought to be convinced of: (anſwered ſhe) time 
has not made me loſe the remembrance of the ſervice he 
did me; and to the gratitude I myſelf owe him, I add 
that which I ought to have on your account.” I told 
the lady governets, that I was but too well requited for 
the danger I had ſhared with her deliverers, in expoling 
my life for her ſake. And, after many mutual compli- 
ments, Don Alphonſo brought me back from Seraphi- 
na's apartment; and we rejoined Don Cæſar, whom we 
found in a hal! with ſeveral perſons of quality, who came 
there to dinner. | 

All thefe gentlemen ſaluted me with great politeneſs ; 
and were the more civil to me, becauſe Don Czlar had 
told them, that l was once one of the Duke of Lerma's 
principal {ecretaries. Perhaps, likewite, the greateſt part 
of them knew, it was by my credit that Don Alphonſo 
had obtained the government of Valencia; for every 
thing is known. Be that as it will, when we were at 
table, the new cardinal was the whole ſubject of the diſ- 
courſe. Some gave, or affected to give him great com- 
mendations; while others ſealoned their praiſe with 
ſome levere tnecrs. 

From hence I concluded, that they wanted I ſhould 
enlarge upon his eminence, and make them merry at his 
expence. | had ſome inclination to dilcloſe my ſenti- 
ments of him; but I reſtrained my tongue: and this ſi- 
lence made me pals, in the opinion of the company, for 
a man of great diſcretion. 

After dinner, the gueſts retired to take their ſieſta's at 
their own homes: Don Cæſar and his fon, ſeized with 
the ſame defire, ſhut themſelves up in their apartments: 
and I, impatient to ſee a city, the beauty of which I had 
heard ſo much extolled, went out of the governor s pa- 
lace, with a deſign to ſtrole through the ſtreets. At the 
gate, | met a man, who accoſted me in theſe words: 
* Signior de Santillane, give me leave to ſalute you.” 
When Ii aſked who he was, I am now, (faid he) Don 
Cæſar s valet de chambre ; but was one of his lacqueys, 
while you yras his ſteward : I made my court to you 
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every morning, becauſe you was very kind to me ; and 


I informed you of every thing that happened in the houſe. 
Don't vou remember, that I one day gave you notice, 
that the ſurgeon of the village of Leyva was privately ad- 
mitted into the chamber of Dame Lorenga Sephora ? I 
have not forgot it (I replied :) but a- propos, what is be- 
come of that duenna ?” Alas! (faid he) after your de- 
parture, the poor creature pined away, and died, more 
regretted by Seraphina than by Don Alphonſo, who 
ſeemed very little afflicted at her death.” 

Don Cæſar's valet de chambre, having thus informed 
me of Sephora's melancholy end, made an apology for 
having ſtopt me; and I continued my walk, fighing at 
the remembrance of that unfortunate duenna, and la- 
menting her fate. which I imputed to myſelf; without 
conſidering, that it was more owing to her own cancer 
than to my cruelty. 

I obſerved, wich pleaſure, all that was worth ſeeing 
in this city ; the marble palace of the archbiſhop agree- 
ably entertained my view, as well as the fine portico's of 
the Exchange ; but a large houſe, which I diſcerned at 
2 diſtance, nd which I ſaw a great number of people 
enter, attracted my attention. I approached it, in order 
to know the reaton ot ſuch a great concourſe of men and 
women; and was ſoon ſatisfied, when I read theſe words, 
written in golden letters, on a ſtone of black marble 
placed over the gate, * La pr/ada de los reprefantet. And 
the players advertiſed in their bill, that they would that 
day, for the firſt rime, act a new tragedy, compoled by 
Don Gabriel Triaquero. 


CHAP. V. Gil Blu goes to the play, where he fees 
a new tragedy ated. The ſucceſs of that performance, 
with the public taſte of Valericia. 


Stopt fome minutes at the door, to view the people 
who went in; and obſerved that they conſitted of 
all ranks. I faw cavaliers of a genic! mien, and richly 
drefſed, and ſome hguies as ordi-ary as the cloaths they 
wore, I perceived ladies of quality alight from their 


The play-houſe. 
coaches, 
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coaches, and go to the boxes, which they had ordered 


to be beſpoke ; and female adventurers go in with a view 


of alluring cullies. This concourſe of all forts of ſpec- 
tators made me deſirous of increaſing the number. Juſt 
as | was going to take a ticket, the governor and his lady 
arriving, diſcerned me in the croud ; and ordered me to 
be called, carried me into their box, where I placed my- 
ſelt behind them, fo as to be able to ſpeak to both with 
eaſe. I found the houſe full of people trom top to bot- 
tom, the pit very much thranged, and the ſtage loaded 
with knights of the three military orders. Here is 
(faid I to Don Alphonſo) a very numerous aſſembly.” 
** You muſt not be ſurprized at that: (anſwered he) the 
tragedy to be repreſented, is the compoſition of Don 
Gabriel Triaquero, firnamed the m poet. As ſoon 
as the play-bills advertiſed a new thing, written by that 
author, the whole city of Valencia was in a flutter : 
the men as well as the women, talk of nothing but this 
piece ; all the boxes are beſpoke : and it being the firſt 
day of its repreſentation, people are ſqueezed to death, 
endeavouring to enter ; although every place is double 


| billed, except the pit, which they dare not difoblige.” 


« Such madneſs! (ſaid J to the governor) that eager cu- 
riolity of the publick, that furious impatience to fee 
every new production of Gabricl, gives me an high idea 
of the poet's genius.” 

In thns part of our converſation, the actors appeared ; 
and we left off ſpeaking immediately, in order to liſten 
with attention. The applauſes began with the pro- 
logue ; every verſe was attended with a * brouhaba /! 
and at the end of each act, there was ſuch a clapping of 
hands, that, one would have thought the houſe was falling. 
After the performance, they ſhewed me the author, who 
went from box to box, modeſtly preſenting his head for 
the laurels with which the gentlemen and ladies prepared 
to crown him. 

We returned to the governor's palace, where three or 
four knights arrived in a little time : thither alſo came 
two old authors eſteemed in their way, with a gentle- 
man from Madrid, of underſtanding and tatte, as they 
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had all been at the play, the whole converſation at ſup- 
turned upon the new piece. Gentlemen, (ſaid a 
[right of St. Jago) what is your opinion of this tragedy ? 
s it not what you call a finiſhed work? Sublime thoughts, 
tender ſentiments, manly verſification, deficient in no- 
thing : in a word, it is a poem adapted to people of taſte.” 
« | believe no body can be of a contrary opinion: (faid 
the knight of Alcantara) the piece is full of ſtrokes that 
Apollo ſeems to have dictated, and of ſituations con- 
ceived with infinite art. I appeal to this gentleman, 
{added he, addreſſing himſelf to the Caſtilian) he ſeems 
to be a connoiſſeur ; and lll wager he is of my fenti- 
ment. Don' wager, chevalier, (anſwered the — 
man, with a ſarcaſtic ſmile) we do not decide ſo haſtily 
at Madrid: far from judging a piece at its firſt repreſenta- 
tion, we diſtruſt its beauties while they are in the mouths 
of the actors: and how well ſoever we may be affected 
to the author, ſuſpend our judgment, until we have 
read it: and, truly, it does not always give us the ſame 
pleaſure upon paper, that we received from it on the 
ſtage. We ſcrupulouſly examine a poem before we 
eſteem it, without being dazzled by the author's reputa- 
tion, how great ſoe ver it may be. When Lope de Vega 
himſelf, and Calderona *, produced new pieces, they 
found in their admirers ſevere judges, who would not 
raiſe them to the bigheſt point of glory, until they judged 
them worthy of that elevation.” 
* Zooks! (cried the knight of St. Jago) we are not 
ſo fearful as you: we don't wait until a piece is printed, 
but in the fit repreſentation fix its value: there is not 
even occaſion for our liſtening to it with great attention; 
if we know it to be a production of Don Gabriel, that 
is enough to convince us, that it is without blemith. The 
works of that poet ought to ſerve as an epocha for the 
birth of taſte: your Lope's and Calderona's were but 
apprentices in comparilon of this great maſter of the 
24 The gentieman who looked upon Lope and 
alderona as the Spaniſh Sophocles and Euripides, was 


Don Pedro Cillcrona de la Buren, knight of the order of St. 
ago, and canon of Toledo ; famous tor the excel'ent comudics he 
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ſhocked at this raſh aſſertion. Such dramatic facri.. 
lege! (cried he) Since you oblige me, gentlemen, to 
judge, like you, from a firſt repreſentation, I muſt tell 
you, that | am not at all ſatisfied with this new tra y 
of your Don Gabriel: it is ſtuffed with ſtrokes more 
ſhining than folid ; three parts in four of the verſe 
are bad, or miſ-rhimed ; the characters ill. conceived, 
n ill ſupported; and the ſentiments often very ob- 
=.” 

The two authors who were at table, and who, 
through a reſerve as commendable as rare, had faid 
—_— for fear of being ſuſpected of jealouſy, could 
not help applauding the gentleman's ſentiments with 
their eyes; which made me gueſs, that their filence was 
not ſo much owing to the perfection of the work, as to 
other prudential reaſons. As for the knights, they be- 
gan again to praiſe Don Gabriel, whom they even placed 
among the gods. This extravagant apotheofis, and 
blind idolatry, made the Caſtilian loſe all patience : he 
fted up his hands to heaven, and all of a fudden ex- 
chined in a fit of enthuſiaſm, 4+ O divine Lope de 
Vega! rare and ſublime genius, who has left an im- 
menſe ſpace between thee, and all the Gabriels who at- 
tempt to reach thy excellence ; and you pithy Calde- 
rona ! whoſe elegant ſoftneſs, purged of epic ſtiffneſs, 
is inimitable ; do not fear that your altars will be de- 
moliſhed by this new pupil of the Muſes, who will be 
very lucky, if poſterity, which you will delight, as 
you delight the preſent age, ſhall hear his name men- 
tioned.” 

This pleaſant apoſtrophe, which no body expected. 
raiſed the laugh of the whole company, which got up 
from table, and parted. I was conducted by Don 
Alphonſo's order, into an apartment prepared for me: 
there I found a good bed, in which my worſhip went 
to ſleep, deploring (like the Caſtilian gentleman) the 
injuſtice which ignorant people did to Lope and Cal- 
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CHAP. VI. Gil Blas, walking through the fireets of 
Valencia, meets a friar whom he thinks he knows. An 
account / that friar. 


8 I had not ſeen the whole city in my firſt excur- 
ſion, I went out next day, with an intention to 

take another walk ; and perceived in the ſtreet a Carthu- 
fan friar, who, doubtle!s, was going to perform the af- 
fairs of his community. He walked with downcaſt eyes, 
and fo devout an air, that he attracted the notice of 
every body. As he paſſed cloſe by me, I looked at him 
with attention, and thought I ſaw in him the very per- 
fon of Don Raphael, To adventurer, who maintains 
ſuch an honourable place in the two firſt volumes of my 


- memoirs. 


I was ſo much aſtoniſhed, fo ſtruck with this meeting, 
that, inſtead of accoſting the monk, I ſtood immove- 
able fome minutes ; during which, he was gone a good 
way from me. * Juſt heaven! (ſaid I) were ever two 
faces more alike! What muſt I think of this affair ? 
Can it be Raphael indeed! or can I doubt that it is 
he?” I was too curious to know the truth, to remain 
long where I was. I aſked the way to the monaſtery of 
the Carthuſians, whither | inſtantly repaired, in hopes 
of ſeeing my man again, when he ſhould return ; and 
firmly reſolved to ſtop, and ſpeak with him. I had no 


occaſion to wait for this: when I came to the gate of 


the convent, another face of my acquaintance turned 
my doubts into certainty : | recollected in the porter, my 
old valet Ambroſe de Lamela. \ 

We were equally ſurpriſed to find one another in that 
place. Don't I dream? (ſaid I, faluting him) is it 
actually one of my friends whom I behold ?” He could 
not recal me at firit, or teigned himſelf ignorant of 
my features; but, confidering that this feint was uſeleſs, 
he affected the air of a perſon who remembers a thin 
all of a ſudden: “ Ah! Signior Gil Blas! (cried he) 
forgive my want of memory. Since I have lived in this 
holy place, and apviied myſelf to fulfill the duties pre- 
ſcribed by our rules; [I loſe inſenſibly the remembrance 
of what | have ſeen in the world.” 

„Jam 
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* I am ſincerely rejoiced (ſaid I) to fee you, after an 
of ten years, in ſuch 2 reverend dreſs.” . Ang 

I (he replied) am aſhamed to appear in it, before a per- 
ſon who has been witneſs of the guilty life I led. This 
dreſs inceſſantly upbraids me. Alas! (added he, ſigh- 
ing protoundly) to be worthy of wearing it, I ought to 
have lived always in innocence.” *©* By this diſcourſe, 
with which I am charmed, (I refumed) my dear brother, 
one may fee that you have been touched by the finger of 
the Lord. I repeat the aſſurance of my joy at the occa- 
Gon ; and long earneſtly to hear in what miraculous 
manner you and Don Raphael have entered into the 
ight way; for I am perſuaded that it was he whom I 


juſt now met in the Carthufian habit. I am ſorry that 


did not ſtop him in the ſtreet, and ſpeak to him; 
and I wait here for his return, in order to repair my 

« You are not miſtaken ; (ſaid Lamela to me) it was 
Don Raphael himſelf whom you ſaw : and as to the de- 
tail you defire, here it is. After we parted from you, 
near Segorba, the ſon of Lucinda and I took the road to 
Valencia, with a deſign of play ing ſome new trick of 
our profeſſion in that city. One day, by accident, we 
went into the church of the Carthuſians, while the 
monks were finging pſalms in the quire. We conſider- 
ed them attentively, and experienced, that even the 
wicked cannot help honouring virtue. We admired the 
fervour with which they prayed to God, their mortined 
air, their minds detached from the pleaſures of the 
age, as well as the ſerenity that reigned in their coun- 
tenances, and ſo well expreſſed the repoſe of their 
conſciences. 

While we made theſe obſervations, we fell iuto a re- 
verie, that became very ſalutary unto us. We compared 
our morals with thoſe of the good monks, and the dif- 
ference which we found, filled us with torrow- and dil- 
quiet. Lamela, (ſaid Don Raphael ro me, when we 
came aut of the church) how art thou affected with what 
we have teen ? for my part, I cannot conceal from thee, 
the anxiety of my mind. I am agitated by emotions hi- 
therto unknown to me, and {or the firſt time of my lite, 
my conſcience upbrajds me with my iniquity.” © lan 
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in the ſelf-ſame diſpoſition (anſwered TI) the evil actions 
which | have committed, at this inflant, riſe up againſt 
me, and my heart, which was before hardened againſt 
tance, is now torn with remorle.” “ Ah! deer 
Ambroſe ! (reſumed my comrade) we are two ſtrayed 
ſheep, whom the heavenly father, thro” pity, intends to 
bring back into the fold. It is he, my child, it is he, 
who calls us. Let us not be deaf to his voice. Let us re- 
nounce cheating, quit the libertiniſm in which we live, 
and begin from this very day to labour ſeriouſly in the great 
work of our ſalvation. We muſt ſpend the reſt of our days 
in this convent, and conſecrate them to piety and peni- 
„ T applauded Raphael's ſentiment, (continued bro- 
ther Ambroſe) and we formed the generous reſolution of 
becoming Carthuſtans. Lo put this in execution, we 
addrefſed ourſelves to the father prior, ho no ſooner 
underſtood our deſign, than, in order to prove our vo- 
cation, he accommodated us with cells, and we were 
treated like monks during a whole year. We followed 
the rules with ſuch exactneſs and conſtancy, that we 
were received among the novices. We were ſo well ſa- 
tighed with our ſituation, and fo full of ardour, that we 
courageouſly underwent the toils of the noviciate ; we 
then profeſſed: after which, Don Raphael appearing 
endued with a genius for buſineſs, was choſen aſſiſtant to 
an old father, who was at that time follicitor. Ihe fon 
of Lucinda would have rather ſpent his whole time in 
prayer, but he was obliged to ſacrifice his inclination to 
the good of the convent. He acquired fuch a perfect 
knowledge of the intereſts of the houſe, that he was 
deemed capable of filling the place of the old ſolicitor, 
who died three years after. Don Raphael actually exer- 
ciſes that employment at preſent, and acquits himſelf in 
it, to the great ſatisfaction of all our fathers, who praiſe 
his conduct very much, in the ad miniſtration of our 
temporalities. What is very ſurpriſing is, that in ſpite 
of the care of collecting our revenues, with which he 
is inveſted, he ſeems engroſſed by eternity alone. And 
when his buſineſs leaves him a moment to himſelf, he 
employs it in the moſt profound meditation. In a word, 
he is one of the holieſt monksin our monaſtery. 

Vor. IV. L In 
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In this place I interrupted Lamela, with a tranſport of 
joy, that I exprefled at the fight of Raphael, who ar- 
rived. *, There, (cried I) there is the holy follicitor for 
whom [I waited to impatiently.” At the lame time I ran 
up and embraced him. He received my falutation with 
a good grace; and without dilcovering the leaſt ſurprize 
at meeting, faid to me with a voice full of ſweetneſs, 
God be prailed, Signior de Santillane, God be praited for 
the pleaſure | have in ſeeing you.” * Truly (I replied) my 
dear Raphael, | ſhare as much as poſſible in your happineſs. 
Brother Ambroſe has recounted to me the hittory of your 
converſion, and I was charmed with the narration. 
What advantage have you both, my friends, in being 
able to flatter yourſelves, that you are of the ſmall number 
of the ele, who will one day enjoy eternal felicity!” 


+ Two wretches fuch as we are, (reſumed the ton ot 


Lucinda, with an air of great humility) ought not to 
conceive ſuch hopes; but the repentance of ſinners 
makes them find favour with the father of mercy. And 
you, Signior Gil Blas, added he, don't you allo think ot 
deſerving pardon for the crimes you have committed ? 
What buſineſs brings you to Valencia? Don't you un- 
happily fill ſome dangerous employment in this place ?” 
« No, thank God, (I replied) ſince I quitted the court, 
1 have led the life of an honeſt man. Sometimes 
at an eſtate which | have ſome leagues from hence, I 
eajoy the pleaſures of the country; and ſometimes I 
come to make merry with the governour of Valencia, 
who is my friend, and one whom you both know per- 
fectly well.“ 

Then | recounted the hiſtory of Don Alphonſo de 
Leyva, to which they liſtened with attention; and when 
told them, I had carried from that nobleman to Samuel 
Simon the three thouſand ducats which we had ſtole 
from him, Lamela interrupted me, and addreſſing him- 
ſelf to Raphael. Father Hilary, (ſaid he) at that rate, 
the merchant has no cauſe to complain of a robbery, 
for which he has received reſtitution with uſury, and 
we ought to have quiet conſciences on that article.“ 
Really, (ſaid the follicitor) brother Ambroſe and l. 
before we entered this convent, ſent privately fifteen 
hundred ducats to Samuel Simon, by a worthy clergy- 
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han, who took the trouble of going to Xelva, in order 
to make that reſtitution : ſo much the worſe for Samuel, 
if he was capable of qe we, that ſum, atter having 
been reimburied of the whole by Signior de Santillane. 
« But (faid I to them) ate you ſure that your fifteen 
hundred ducats were faithfully remitted to him?” «© Quef\- 
tionleſs, (cried Don Raphael} I will anſwer for the 
clergy man's integrity, as much as for my own.” And 
J will join in the ſecurity, (faid Lamela) he is a holy 
prieft, uſed to theſe forts of commiſſions, and has had, 
for things. depoſited in his hands, two or three law-ſuits, 
which be gained with. coſts.” 
Our converſation laſted ſome time longer; then we 
parted, they exhorting me to have always the fear of 
the Lord before my eyes, and I recommending myſelf to 
their devout prayers. Going ſtraight to Don Alphonſo, 
« You can't gueſs (ſaid I to him) with whom I have had 
a long convertation. I have juſt parted with two vener- 
able carthuſians of your acquaintance, one called father 
Hilary, and the other brother Ambroſe.” ' You are 
miſtaken, (anſwered Don 1 I know not one car- 
thuſian.“ Pardon me, (I replied) you law at Xelva 
brother Ambroſe commiſſary, and father Hilary ſe- 
cretary to the inquiſition.” * Good heaven! (cried 
the governor with furprize) is it poſſible that Ra- 
hael and Lamela are become carthuſians ?” „ Ves 
indeed, (faid I) they have been profefled monks ſome 
years. The fifft is follicitor, and che other porter of 
the convent.” ' 

Don Czfar's fon muſed ſome minutes, then ſhaking 
his head, Mr. Commiſſary of the inquiſition, and his 
ſecretary (ſaid he) are, in my opinion, bent upon play- 
ing ſome new farce here.” You are prejudiced againſt 
them, (anſwered 1.) For my own part, having con- 
verſed with thenr, I judge more favourably of their in- 
tention. It is true, we cannot dive into the heart ; but, 

in all appeararice, they are two converted finners.” 
„That may be, (refumed Don Alphonſo) there have 
been many libertines, who, after having ſcandalized the 
world by their irregularities, ſhut themſelves up in cloiſ- 
ters, to perform a rigorous penitence, and I with our 
two monks may be of that fort,” * Why ſhould they 
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not? (ſaid I) they have voluntarily embraced a mo- 
naſtic lite, and have already lived a long time. like 
triars.“ * You may ſay what you pleaſe, (repſſed the 
overnor.) I don't like that the convent's cath ſhould be 
in the hands of that ſame father Hilary, whole integrity 
cannot help — When | remember that fine 
detail he gave us of his adventures, I tremble for the 
carthuſians I would willingly believe with you, that he 
has taken the habit from a very pious motive, but zh, 
fight of the caſh may awaken his cvpidity. A ae 
drunkard ſhould never be left in à cellar,” es 
The ſuſpicion of Don Alphonſo was fully juſtified in 
a ſew days. Father Sollicitor, and brother Porter diſap- 
peared with the caſh. This piece of news, which was 
immediately ſpread all over the city, afforded great mitth 
to the wits, who always rejoice at the misfortunes which 
happen to endowed monks. As for the governor and 
me, we pitied the carthuſians, without boaſting of our 
acquaintance with the two apoſtles. _ 


CHAP. VII Gil Blas returns ts his caftle of Lirias. 


Flears an agreenble piece of news from Scipio. And 


makes @ reſorm in his houſe keeping. 


12 eight days at Valencia in high tafle, living a- 
mong counts and marquiſes. Shews, balls, con- 
certs, entertainments, con vei ſations with the ladies, and 
other amuſements, 1 enjoyed by the favour of the go- 
vernor and his lady, to whom I paid my cqurt fo ſuc- 
ceſsſully, that when I ſet out for Lirias, they were forry 
to part with me. They even obliged me to promile, that 
I would divide my time between them and my ſolitude ; 
and it was agreed, that I ſhould live at Valencia in the 
winter, and ſpend the ſummer at my own houſe. This 
convention being made, my benetactors. gave me liberty 
to go and enjoy their favours. _ 

| Leiria who impatiently expected my return, was 
overjoyes at ſeeing me; and I redoubled his pleaſure by 
a faithful report of my journey. Well, my friend, 
(ſaid I to him afterwards) how didſt thou ſpend the day 
in my abſence ? did'ſt thou divert thyſelf agreeably? 
„As well (anſwered he) as a ſervant could, to whom 
nothing 
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cothing is fo dear as the preſence of his maſter. I have 
walked 


all over our ſmall territories. Sometimes teated 
on the brink of that fountain which is in our wood, I 
wok pleaſure in contemplating the beauty of its waters, 
which are as pure as thoſe ot the facred fountain, that 
makes the vait foreſt of Albuena eccho with its noiſe. 
And ſometimes, ſtretched at the root of a tree, heard 
the linnets and the nightiagales tune their fong. In ſhort, 
J have hunted, I have fiſhed ; and what gave me more 
ſatisſaction than all other amuſements, 1 have read ſeveral 
books as uſeful as entertaining.“ 
| interrupted my tecretary with precipitation, to aſk 
where he found theſe books. *©* I tound them (laid he) 
in a handſome library which Mr. Joachim ſhewed me in 
this calile.” * Ha! in what part (ſaid I) can this pre- 
tended library be? Did we not viſit the whole houſe on 
the firſt day ot our arrival?“ ** 50 you imagined ; (an- 


| fwered he) but you muſt know, we ſurveyed three pavi- 
lions only, and forgot the fourth, where Don Ceſar, 


when he came to Lirias, uſually employed a part of his 
time in reading. There are in this hbrary exceeding 
books lett for you, as an aſſured entertainment, 
when our gardens ſtript of their flowers, and our woods 
of their leaves, ſhall have nothing left to amuſe us. 
The noblemen of Leyva, have not done things by 
halves, but provided tood for the mind, as well as for 

the body.” | 
Truly rejoiced at this piece of news, I followed him 
into the fourth pavilion, which preſented a very agree- 
able ſcene to my view. I beheld a chamber, which 
from that hour | deſtined to be my apartment, as it hal 
been Don Cæſar's. [be bed of that nobleman 1 
there, together with all the reſt of the furniture: * 1 „, 
tapettry with figures, reprelenting the ripe 0 Sabine 
women. From this room, I went into a cloſet, ſur- 
rounded with low preſſes filled with books, over which 
appeared the portraits of all our kings. "I here was allo 
hard by, a window, from whence we had a view of a 
molt delighttul country, and an ebony bureau ſtanding 
before a large ſopha covered with black maroquin. Bur 
| beſtowed my chief attention upon the library, which 
was compoſed of philoſophy, poetry, hiſtory, and a 
L 3 great 
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eat number of romances on the ſubjet of knight. 
— concluded, that Don S level this laſt 
kind of writing, ſince he had made ſuch plentiful provi- 
tion of it. | mutt conteſs, to my ſhame, that I was no leſa 
pleated with theſe productions, notwithſtanding all the 
exttavagances with which they are interwoven ; whether 
it was owing to my being at that time no very conſiderate 
reader, or that Spaniards in general are too much capti- 
vated by the marvellous. | will fay nevertheleſs, that I 
took more picature in ſprightly books of morality, and 
that Lucian, Horace and Eralmus became my favourite 
authors. 


„Friend, (aid I to Scipio, when I had ſurveyed 4 


| library) bete is amuſement indeed; but our preſent buſi- 


nels is to retrench our houte-keey ing.“ 1 will ſpare 
y ou that taſk, (anſwered he.) During your abſence, I 
have ttudiecd your people, and now may boaſt of know- 
ing them periecity well. Let us begin with Mr. Joachim, 
who (I believe) is a compleat rogue, and l don't doubt 
that he was turned out of the archbiſhop's ſervice, for 
having committed arithmetical blunders in his accounts. 


Neverih-lcſs, we muſt keep him fer two reaſons; 


the firſt is, becauſe he is a good cook; and the ſecond, 
becaule I thall always have an eye over him: I will be a 
ſpy upon his actions, and he mutt be as cunning as the 
devil, it he is able to deceive me. I have already 
told him, that you intend to diſmiſs three fourths of your 
ſervants : a picce of news that gave him ſome pain ; and 
he aſſured me, that, feeling an inclination to ſerve you, he 
would rather than leave the houſe, be contented with 
the half of his preſent wages; a circumſtance which 
makes me ſuſpect that there is ſome girl in the village 
from whom he would not willingly remove. As tor 
the cook's athfiant, (added he) he is a drunkard, and the 
porter an intolent fellow, for whom we have not the leaſt 


occaſion, no more than for the fowler ; I can eaſily fill 


up the place of this laſt, as I wiil ſhew you ro-mor- 
row, ſince we have plenty of fuſils, powder and ſhot. 
With regard to the lacqueys, there is one of them 
from Arragon, ſeemingly a good lad, him we will 


keep, the reit are tuch rogues, that I would not - 
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phe. viſe you to detain them, even if you wanted an hundred 
lat 7 valets. a ; 
ovi- Having maturely deliberated on this affair, we re- 
leſs ſolved to keep the cook, ſcullion, Arragonian footman, 
the and rid ourſelves bonourably ot the reſt. This was exe- 
her cuted that very day, by means of ſome piſtoles, which 
rate Scipio took from our ſtrong box, and div ided among them, 
pti- by my order. When we had made this reformation, we 
at I eftablithed a certain order in the houſe ; regulated the 
and office of cach dometiick, „ began to live at our own 
Lite expence. I wouid have been contented with 2 frugal 
orcivary ; but my fectetary, who loved . and 
my daimics, was not the man to leave Mr. Joachim's (kill 
uſi- une mpioꝭ ed. He kept him fo well at work, that our 
are diuncts and ſuppers might have ferved a company of Ber- 
1 nardinc monks. 
- | 
m, CHAP. VIII The ammrsof Gil Blas and the fair 
1bt Antonia. | 
for 
ts. WO days after my return from Valencia to Li- 
18; rias, Baſil the labourer, my farmer, came in the 
id. morning to aſk leave to preſent Antonia his daughter, 
24 who (he ſaid) wanted to have the honour or taluting her 
he new maſter. I told him, that it would give me great 
dy pleaſure ; upon which, he went out, and returned ſoon 
ur after with the fair Antonia. I think I may give that e- 
nd pithet to a maid of fixteen or eighteen vears, who, with 
he the moſt regular features, poilcfied the ſaiteſt complexion 
th and fmeſt eyes in the world. *'I ho' the was clad in a ſtutt 
ch gown, her rich air, majettic port and graces, that do 
ge not always accompany youth, dignified the fimplicity ot 
or her drefs. She wore no cap on her head, her hair being 
1e tied up behind with a knot of flowers, in the manner ot 
No the Lacedzmonian women. When ſhe entered my 
Jl chamber, | was as much ſtruck with her beauty, as the 
r- knights of Charlemain's court with the charms of Ange- 
t. lica. Inſtead of receiving Antonia with eaſe, and faying 
m kind things to her; initead of congratulating the fa- 
mm ther on his happineſs inf having iuch a_ charming 
- daughter, I ſtood confounded, aſtoniſhed and mute. 
le Scipio, who perceived my diſorder, ſpoke in my room, 
| L 4 and 
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and was at the expence of thoſe praiſes which I owed 
to that lovely creature, As for her part, not at all daz- 
zed by my figure, in my morning gown and cap, ſhe 
faluted me without any concern, and made me a com- 
14 which, tho' common, enchanted my affection. 

the mean time, while my ſecretary, Baſil and his 
daughter were employed in mutual civilities, I recol- 
lected my ſelf; and to make amends for the ſtupid ſi- 
lence I had hitherto kept, paſſed from one extremity to 
another, launched out into gallant diſcourſe, and ſpoke 
with ſo much vivacity, that | alarmed Baſil, who look- 
ing upon me already as a man who would put every thing 
in practice to ſeduce Antonia, went out of my apart- 
ment with her in a hurry, refoived perhaps to withdraw 
her from my eyes for ever. 

Scipio, feeing himſelf alone with me, ſaid with a 
imile, ** Here is another refource againſt the tedious 
hours. I did not know that your tarmer had fuch a 
handſome daughter, having never before ſcen her, though 
I have been twice at her tather's houſe: he muſt be at 
=_ pains to conceal her ; and I commend his care. 

gad, ſhe's a delicate morſel ! But (added he) I believe 
I need not ſay ſo to you, who were dazzled by her at 
firſt fight.” + I don't deny it, (anſwered 1) Ah! my 
child, I thought I faw a celeſtial ſubſtance. She inflam- 
ed me all of a ſudden, and pierced my heart with an 
arrow ſwift as lightning.” 

I am raviſhed (replicd my ſecretary) to learn, that 
you are at laſt in love. You wanted a mittrels to make 
you enjoy perfect happineſs in your ſolitude. Thank 
heaven you have now all forts of conveniencies. I know 
(continued he) that we ſhall have tome dithculty in de- 
ceiving the vigilanc2 of Baſil; but leave that to me; 1 
undertake in three days to procure, ter you a private 
interview with Antonia.“ Mr. Scipio, (faid 1) per- 
haps you might not be able to keep your promiſe ; but 
that is not what I am curious to try. | have no intention 
to tempt the virtue of that girl, who teems to deſerve 
that I ſhould entertain other ſentiments of her. Where- 
fore, far from exacting of your zeal, that you ſhould 
aſſiſt me in dithonouring her, I am relulved, by your me- 
ciation, to eſpouſe her, provided her heart is not en- 


gaged 
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gaged to another.” I did not expect (faid he) to ſee 
you take ſuch a ſudden reſolution to marry. Many 
country gentlemen in your place would not deal ſo ho- 
nourably; they would nevet entertain legitimate views 
with regard to Antonia, until they had tried others to no 
purpole. But however, (added he) don't imagine that L 
condemn your love, and feek to diſſuade you ftom your 
delign. Your farmer's daughter deſerves the honour 
you intend for her, if ſhe can beſtow upon you a heart 
unengaged, and ſenſible of your genetroſity. This [ 
muſt intorm myſelf of to day, in a converſation with 
the father, and perhaps with herielf.” 
My confidant, who was a-punctual man in performing 
his promiſes, went ptivately to viſit Baſil, and in the 
evening came to me in my cloſet, where I waited with 
impatience, mingled with fear. Drawing a good omen 
from his cheartul look, ** It 1 may believe (taid I) that 
{mile on thy tace, thou comeſt to fignity, that I ſhall 
ſoon enjoy my with.” Les, my dear matter, (he 
replied) every thing is propitious to you. I have had a 
converlation with Bafil and his daughter, to whom | de- 
clared your intention. Ihe tather is overjoyed to hear 
you deſign to be his fon-in-law ; and I can affure you, 
that you are very much to Antonia's taſte.” O hea- 
ven! (cried |, in a tranſport of joy) what ! am I fo happy 
as to be agreeable io that lovely creature? Doubtlels, 
(he reſumed.) She already loves you. I have not indeed 
drawn that confeſſion from her mouth; but l am con- 
vinced of her paſſion, by the gaiety the Ciicovered when 
the underſtood your deſign. Neverihelels, (added he) 
you have a rivai.” © A rival!” (cried I, changing co- 
lour.) Lou need not be much alarmed, (ſaid he) that 
rival will not rob you of the heart of your miſtrets, he is 
no other than Mr. Joachim your cook.” © Ah! the 
hang dog! (faid I, burſting into a fit of laughing) this 
was his reaſon for ſhewing ſuch reluctance to quit my 
ſervice.” * The very ſame; (anſwered Scipio.) He 
ſome days ago demanded Antonia in marriage, and met 
with a polite refuſal.” With deference to thy better 
advice (1 reſumed) methinks it will be proper to rid out- 
ſelves of the rogue, before he can get notice that I in- 
tend to marry Bafil's daughter; a cook, thou knoweſt, is 
L 5 a dangerous 
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a dangerous rival” * You are in the right (replied my 
confident) we mult clear the houſe of him. | will give 
him his leave to-morrow morning beſore he begins to 
work, and then vou ſhall have nothing to fear either from 
his ſauces or his love. I am forry however, to loſe ſuch 
an excellent cook, but I ſacrifice my palate to your ſafety.” 
„Thou needeit not regret him fo much, (faid I) the 
loſs is not irreparable; I will fend to Valencia for a cook 
as good as he.” And indeed I wrote immediately to 
Don Alphonſo, that I had occaſion for a cook, and the 
very next day he lent one who conſoled Scipio at ance. 

Although the zealous fecretary had told me, that he 
perceived Antonia was pleaſed in her heart, with the 
conqueſt which ſhe had made of her maſter, I durſt not 
depend upon his report, being apprehenfive that ke 
might have been deceived by falſe appearance. To be 
more fure of the matter, I reſolved to ſpeak in perſon, 
to the fair Antonia; and repairing to Bakl's houle, con- 
firmed what my ambaſſador had told him. I hat honeſt 


peaſant, a man of fi ankneſs and ſimplicity, having heard 


my deſign, aJuied me, that he would beſtow his daugh- 
ter upon me, uith the utmoſt ſatisfaction; but (added 
he) don't think that it ie on account of your being lord 
of the manor. Were you ftill no more than the ſtew- 
ard of Don Cæſar and Don Alphonſo, I would prefer 
ou to ail the other ſuitors who prefent themſelves. I 
— always had a egard for you; and what gives me 
the moſt concern is, that Antonia cannot bring you a 
large fortune.” © I] aſk nothing wich her, (faid 1) her 
perſon is all the wealth to which I aſpire.“ * Your 
moſt humble ſervant, (cried he) that is not my in:entt- 
on: | am not ſuch a beggar, as to marry my daughter in 
that manner. Buhl de Buenotrigo is in a condition, thank 
God, to give her a dowry; and for every dinner you 
beſtow upon her, the ſhall afford a ſupper to you. Ina 
word, the rent of your eſtate, which is but five huncred 
ducats, ſhall amount to a thouſand, by virtue of this 
marriage. | 
« You ſhall do in that as you pleaſe, my dear Baſil, 
{I replied) we ſhall have no diſputes about intereſt; and 
now that we are agreed, the ſole buſineſs is to obtain the 


conſent of your daughter.” You have mine, (ſaid — 


an 
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and that is enough.” Not altogether, (anſwered J) 
if yours is neceſſary, her's is fo tov.” * Fer's depends 
upon me, (laid he,) I would fain fee her reſuſe.“ An- 
tonia, (1 reſumed) ſubmiſſive to paternal authority, is 
ready, without doubt, to obey you implicitly ; but J 
don't know if ſhe can do it upon this occaſion, without 
reluctance: and if ſhe can't, I ſhould never be conſoled 
for having made her unhappy ; in ſhort. it is not enough 
for me to obtain her hand of you, unleſs her heart goes 
to the bargi1in.” * By er lady! (faid Bahil) I don't under- 
ſtand all this philotophy : peak, your!teif, to Antonia, 
and you ſhall ſce, it I am not mittaken, that the deſires 
no better than to be your wi'e.” So ſaying, he called his 
daughter, and left me alone with her for a minute or two, 

That I might enjoy the precious opportunity, I came 
to the point at once. Fair Antonia, {laid J) deter- 
mine my fate. Although I have your father's conſent, 
don't think that | intend to avail myſelf of it, in doing vi- 
olence to vour inclination. Charmiag as it is, | renounce 
the potſeilion of you, if you fay that | muſt owe it to 
your obedience only.” * That is what I will not tay : 
(anſwered ſhe) your addreſſes are too agreeable, to give 
me pain; and, inſtead of murmuning, t approve of my 
father's choice. I don't know (continued ſhe) whether 
do well or ill in talking thus; but if you was ditagree- 
able to me, I ſhould be frank enough to own it; wky 
then, may I not ſay the contrary with the fame free- 
dom? 

At theſe words, which I could not hear without be- 
ing charmed, I kneeled before Antonia, and, in the ex- 
cels of my joy, ſeizing one of her fair hands, kiſſed it 
with the utmoſt tendernets and patlion. * My dear An- 
tonia, (taid |) I am enchanted with your frankneſs; con- 
tinue the fame unconſtrained behaviour; and as you 
ſpeak to your huſband, diſcloſe your whole foul to his 
view. May | then flatter myſelf, that you will be pleaſed 
to ſee your fortune joined to mine?” Baſil coming in 
at that inſtaut,. hindered me from proceeding Impa- 
tient to know his daughter's anſwer, and ready to grum- 

ble, had ſhe thewn the leaſt averſion for me, Well, 
(faid he) are you ſatisfied with Antonia?” am fo- 
well. ſatisfied with her, (anſwered I) that 1 will, this 

| Very. 
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very moment, go and make preparations for my mar. 
riage.” So ſaying, | took my leave of the father and 


daughter, to go and conſult with my ſecretary on that 
ſubject. 


CHAP. IX. The manner in which the nuptials a 
Gil Blu, and the fair Antonia were celebrated; and 4 
rejoicings With which they were attended. 


L:hzugh I was under no neceſſ.ty of obtaining the 

permillion of the noblemen of Leyva, Scipio and 

| concluded, that us could not, in honour, omit im- 

parting to them my deſign of marrying Baſil's daugh- 
ter, and of aſking their conſent, out of good manners. 

I ſet out immediately tour Valencia, where they were 
as much ſurprized to ſee me, as to hear the cauſe of my 
journey. Don Czfar aad his ſon having ſeen Antonia 
more than once, congratulated me on my choice. Don 
Cæſar, eſpecially complimented me upon it, with ſuck. 
vivacity, that if I had not believed him to be a man 
quite weaned ſrom certain amuſements, I thould have 
ſuſpected that he had gone ſometimes to Lirias, to ſee 
his farmer's daughter, rather than to viſit his own houſe. 
Serapninz, after having aſſured me, that ſhe would al- 
ways bear a large part in what ſhould concern me, ſaid, 
ſhe had heard a very good character of Antonia; but, 
(added ſhe, with a ſatirical look, as if fe reproached 
me for the indifference with which: I repaid Sephora's 
paſſion) it I had not heard her beauty extolled, I ſhould 
depend upon your taile, tae delicacy of which I know.” 

Don Cæſar and his fon, not only approved of my 
mat riage, but declared, that they would defray the whole 
expence of it. Go back to Lirias, (ſaid they) and 
make yourſelf eaſy, until you hear frum us. Make no 
preparations for your nuptials, but leave that to our 
care.” Ia compliance with their defire, I returned to 
my houſe, and making Batil and his daughter acquainted 
with the intention of our patrons, we waited their orders, 
as patiently as we could. During eight days, however, 
we received none: but, to make amends, on the ninth, 
a coach and four arrived, full of manteau-makers, and 


uch ftufs far the bride's cloaths, and eſcorted by ſeveral 
men 
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men in livery, mounted on mules. One of them brought 
2 letter for me, from Don Alphonſo, importing, that he- 
would be at Lirias next day, with his father and ſpouſe, 
and that the ceremony of my marriage ſhould be cele- 
brated on the day following, by the grand vicar of Va- 
Jſencia. Accordingly, Don Cæſar, his fon, and Sera- 
hina, did not fail to come with that clergyman, all 
BW together, in a coach and fix, preceded by another 
drawn by four, in which were Seraphina's women ; and. 
attended by the governor's guards. 
My lady governeſs was ſcarce arrived, when ſhe ex- 
refed the utmoſt impatience to ſee Antonia, who, on 
her part, no fooner underitood that Seraphina was alight- 
ed, than the ran to ſalute her, and kiſſed her hand with 
ſuch a good grace, that all the company admired her 
politeneſs. ** Well, madam, (ſaid Don Cæſar to his 
daughter-in-law) what do you think of Antonia? could 
Santillane have made a better choice? No, indeed, 
(replied Seraphina) they are worthy of each other, and 
I don't doubt that their union will be perfectly happy.“ 
In ſhort every one praiſed the bride: and if ſhe was 
much applauded in her country garb, every body was 
charmed with her, when ſhe appeared in a richer dreſs. 
Her air was ſo noble, and her deportment fo eaſy, that 


one would have thought, ſne had never wore any other. 


The moment being arrived, in which propitious Hy- 
men was to join my fate to her's, Don Alphonſo taking 
me by the hand, led me to the altar, while Seraphina 
did the tame honour to the bride. In this order, we re- 
paired to the village chapel, where the vicar attended to 
marry us; and that ceremony was performed amidit the 
acclamations of the inhabitants of Lirias, and all the 
rich iarmers in the neighbourhood, whom Baſil had in- 
vited to Antonia's wedaing, with their daughters dreſſed in 
ribbons and flowers, holding tabors in their hands. We 
then returned to my houſe, where, by the care of Sci- 
pio, who was cuntriver of the feaſt, we found three 
tables covered, one tor the noblemen, another for their 
attendants, and the third, which. was the largeſt, for 
the reſt of the gueſts. Antonia fat at the fixſt, by deſire 
of the lady governeſs; I did the honours of the ſecond, 
and Baſil took care of the third. As for Scipio, he did 
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not fit, but went from one table to another, employing 
bimſelf in ſerving and fatisfyingevery individual. 

As the entertainment was prepared by the governor's 
cooks, it could not fail of being compleat in all its parts. 
The good wines, of which Mr. Joachim had made ample 
proviſion, were drank with protuſion ; the gueſts began 
to wax warm, and mirth and jollity reigned, when we 
were all of a ſudden, interrupted by an incident that 
alarmed me. My ſecretary being in the hall, where ! 
fat at table with the principal officers of Don Alphonſo, 
and Seraphina's women, fell down upon the floor, with- 
out ſenſe or motion. I ran to his aſſiſtance, and while I 
was buſied in bringing him to himſelf again, one of the 
women fainted away. All the company concluded, that 
there muſt be ſome myſtery in this double ſwooning, 
as it actually concealed one, which, in a little time, was 
explained; for, ſoon after Scipio recovered his ſpirits, 
and faid to me, ſoftly, Why ſhould the happieſt of 
your days be the moſt diſagreeable of mine. lt is im- 
poſſible for one to ſhun his deſtiny : (added he) | have 


found my wife in the perſon of one” of Scraphina's maids.” 


+ What do I hear! (cried I) that is not potlible! 
what! art thou the huſband of the lady, who was taken 
ill at the ſame time with thee?” Les, Sir, {he replicd) 
I am her buſband ; and fortune, I ſwear, could not play 
me a more villainous trick than that of bringing her 
to my view.” I G dont't know, my friend, (taid I) 
what reaſon thou haſt to complain of thy wife; but, 
whatever cauſe ſhe may have given thee, pray conſtrain 


thyſelf; if thou loveſt me, do not diſturb this entertain- | 


ment, by ſhewing thy reſentment.“ You ſhall be 
ſatighed with my behaviour, (replicd Scipio) and ice 
whether or not | can diſſemble.“ 

So ſaying, he went up to his wife, wha, by the af- 
ſiſtance of her companions, was aifo recovered, and em- 
bracing her with the appearance of as much paſſion, as 


if he had been raviſhed to fee her again: * Ah! my 


dear Beatrice, (ſaid he) heaven unites us again, after ten 
years of ſeparation! O happy moment tor me!” © [ 
don't know, (anſwered his wi'c) whether or not you real- 
ly feel any joy in meeting me here ; but this | am certain 
ef, I gave you no juſt cauſe to leave me. What! your 
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found me, one night, with Signior Don Fernand de 
Leyva, who was in love with my mittreſs Julia, and 


whole paſſion I aſſiſted; and you took it in your head, 
that | liſtened to him, at the expence of your and my 
honour : thereupon, jealouſy turned your brain; you 
quitted Toledo, and fled from me as from a monſter, 
without deigning to come to an explanation ! Which of 
us two, it you pleaſe, has the molt right to- complain ?” 
« You, to be ſure, (replied Scipio.) “Ves, doubtleſs, 
(aid the.) Don Fernand, ſoon after your departure from 
Toledo, married Julia, with whom I ſtaid, as long as 
ſhe lived; and ſince we were robbed of her, by an un- 
timely death, I have been in the ſervice of my lady her 
liter, who, as well as her women, can anſwer for the 
purity of my morals.” | 

My ſecretary, at this diſcourſe, the falſity of which 
he could not prove, behaved as became him. ** Once 
more (ſaid he to his wife) I own my fault, and aſk pardon 
before this honourable aſſembly.” Then, I interceding 
for him, begged that Beatrice would forget what was 
paſt ; aſſuring her, that, for the future, her huſband's 
ſole ſtudy ſhould be to give her ſatisfaction. She yield- 
ed to my intreaty, and the whole company applauded 
their re-union ; for the better celebration of which, they 
were made to fit by one another. "Their health was 
toalted; every body complimented them, and the teaſt 
ſeemed to have been. made, rather on account of their 
reconciliation, than of my nuptials. 

The third table was the firſt forſaken. The young 
peaſants got up to-dance with the country maids, who 
by the noiſe of their tabors, ſoon brought the company 
from the other rooms, and inſpired them with the deſire 
of following their example. Every body was now in 
motion : the governor's oilicers began to dance with the 
attendants of my lady governeſs; the noblemen them- 
ſelves mingled in the diverſion. Don Alphonſo danced 
a ſarabtand with Seraphina. Don Cæſar performed with 
Antonia, who came atterwards and took me out, ac- 
quitting herſe#f pretty well, conſidering that ſhe had onſy 
received a few leſſons in the houſe of a relation, who 
was the wife of a citizen of Albarazin. Az for me, 
who had learned in the houſe of the Marchionels of 

| Chaves,. 
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Chaves, the aſſembly looked upon me as a great dancer. 
With regard to Beatrice and Scipio, they preferred a 
private converſation to dancing, and gave each other an 
account of what had happened to them fince their part- 
ing; but they were interrupted by Seraphina, who be- 
ing informed of their meeting, ſent tor them to expreſs 
her joy at their reconciliation. * My children (faid ſhe) 
on this day of rejoicing, it is an addition to my fatisfac- 
tion, to ſee you reſtored to each other. Friend Scipio, 
I give you back your ſpouſe, and proteſt to you, that her 
et has always been irteproachable: you may live 
here happily together; and you, Beatrice, attach your- 
ſelf to Antonia, and be as much devoted to her, as your 
huſband is to Signior de Santillane.” Scipio, after this, 
could not help looking upon his wife as another Pene- 
lope, and promiled to treat her with all imaginable at- 
fection. | 

The young peaſants and their partners, having danced 
all day, retired to their own houſes ; but the feſtival was 
continued at the caſtle, where a magnificent ſupper was 
prepared ; and when it was time to go to reſt, the grand. 
vicar bleſſed the nuptial bed; Seraphina undreſſed the 
bride, and the noblemen of Leyva did me the ſame ho- 
nour. What was merry enou the othcers of Don 
Alphonſo, and the ladies of the governeſs, took it in 
their heads to perform the ſame ceremony to Beatrice 
and Scipio, who, to make the icene more comical, very 
gravely allowed themle!ves to be ſtript and put to bed. 


CHAP. X. bat followed the marriage of Gil Blas 
and the fair Antonia. The beginning of Scipio hijtory. 


M the very next day after my marriage, the lords 
O of Ley va returned to Valencia, after having given 
me a thouſand new marks of friendſhip; ſo that my ſe- 
cretary and I remained in the houſe, with our wives and 
| ſervants only. 

The care which both of us took to pleaſe the ladies, 
was not ĩneffectual; in a. little time, I inſpited my wife 
with as much love for me; as I bad for her; and Scipio 


made his ſpouſe forget the ſorrows which he had made 
ker ſuffer. Beatrice, who had a pliant, obliging __— | 
8 my 
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one of thoſe comical creatures, whole appearance alone 
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eaſily inſinuated herſelf into the favour, and gained the 


confidence of her mitlreſs. In ſhort, we agreed, all 
four, to admiration, and begad to enjoy a ſituation wor- 
thy of envy. All our days glided away in the moſt 
agreeable amuſements. Antonia was naturally grave, 
but Beatrice and [ were very gay; and had we been o- 
therwiſe, Scipio's preſence was enough to keep off me- 
lancholy. He was an incomparable fellow for ſociety, 


can make a company merry. 

One day that we took a whim after dinner, to go apt 
take a ſiello, in the moſt agreeable place of the wood, 
my ſecretary was in ſuch good humour, that he baniſhed 
all defire of ſleeping, by his merry diſcourſe. © Hold 
thy tongue, friend, (ſaid I) or if thou art refolved ta 
keep us from taking our nap, entertain us with ſome 
ſtory worthy of our attention.“ 

„With all my heart, Sir, (anſwered he) ſhall IT re- 
count the hiſtory of King Pelagius * ?” © I would rather 
hear thy own ; (I replied) but that is a pleaſure thou haſt 
not thought proper to give me, fince we lived together, 
nor ever will, | ſuppoſe.” And what is the reaſon? 
(aid he) if I have not recounted my own biſtory, it 
was becauſe you never expteſſed the leaſt deſite to hear 
it; it is not therefore, my fault that you are ignorant of 
my adventures; and if you are in the leaſt curious to 
know them, I am ready to ſatisfy your curioſity.“ An- 
tonia, Beatrice and I took him at his word, and diſpoſed 
ourſelves in order, to hear his narration, which could 
not miſs of having a good effect; eicher in diverting, or 
* aſleep. 

Had it depended upon me, (taid Scipio, I ſhould 
have been the ſon of ſome grandee, or knight ci Alcantara, 
at leaſt; but as one does not chuſe his own father, you 


* Pelagius, the firit King of Leon, reigned in the eighth cen- 
tury : and he lived ſometime in ſubjection to the Saracens in Spain, 
but reſolving to ſhake off the yuke of ſuch bar barous tyranny, be put 
birnſelf at the head of the Chrittians who had fled for refuge to the 
Alturian mountains, and being declared King, tock arms againſt the 
Inſidel: ; whom having vanquill.ed, in a body battle, he laid the 
loundation of the kingdom of Leon, in which he reigned twenty 


muſt 


peut. 
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muſt know that mine was an honeſt ſoldier of the holy 
brotherhood, Torribio Scipio by name. While he was 
travelling to and fro, on the highway, where his 
ſeſſion obliged him, almoſt always to be, he met by ac- 
cident, one day, between Cuenga and Toledo, a young 
iply, whom he thought very handſome. She was a- 
oy on foot, and carried her whole tortune in a kind 
of knapiack on her back : '** Which way do you go, 
my dear?” faid he to her, foftening his voice, which 
was naturally rough. * Signior cavalier, (antwered ſhe) 
I] am going to Toledo, where | hope to gain an honeſt 
livelihood, in ſome ſhape or other.“ I hat is a lauda- 
ble intention, (he reſumed) and I don't doubt that you 
have more ſtrings than one to your bow.” Les, thank 
God, (ſaid ſhe) I have more talents than one; I can 
compole pomatums and eflences tor the ladies; I tell 
fortunes, turn the fieve to find things that are loft, and 
ſhew all that people want to fee in a glaſs or mirrour.“ 
Tortibio, concluding that ſuch a girl would be a very 
advantageous match for him, who could ſcarce live by 
his ans, though he was very dextrous at it, 
offered to marry her: the accepted the q ropoſal, and 
they repaired with all diiigence to Toledo, where they 
were wedded ; and you ſee in me, the worthy fruit of 
theſe noble nuptials. They ſettled in the ſuburbs, 
where my mother began to ſell pomatums and effences ; 
but that trade not anſweting, ſhe became fortune-teller. 
It was then, that ſhe ſaw the crowns and pittoles ſhower 
upon her: a thouſand dupes, of both ſexes, ſoon raiſed 
the reputation of Coſcolina, which was the giply's name. 
Some body came every day, to beg ſhe would employ her 
miniſtry for him: tometimes, a needy nephew, who 
wanted to know when his uncle, whole ſole heir he was, 
would ſet out for the other world: and ſometimes, a 
irl, wiſhing to know if a certain cavalier, to whom ſhe 
d * the favour, on promile of marriage, would 
keep his word. 
Pleaſe to obſerve, that my mather's predictions 
always favourable to thoſe who ſolicited them: if they 
proved true, good and well; but when they came ba 
to reproach her, becauſe the contrary of what ſhe had 
propheſied came to paſs; ſhe anſwered coldly, that ay 
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muſt attribute it to the dzmon, who, notwithſtanding the 
force of the conjurations that the employed to make him 
reveal what would happen, was, ſometimes, ſo mali- 
cious as to deceive her. 

When my mother, for the honour of her profeſſion, 
thought ſhe muif make the devil appear in her opera- 
tions, Lorribio Scipio always acted that part, which he 
performed perfectly well ; the roughneſs of his voice, 
and uglineſs of his face, giving him an appearance ſuit- 
able to the character which he repreſented. I hole that 
were in the leaſt timorous, were always terrified by my 
father's figure. But one day, unfortunately, there came 
2 brutal tellow of a captain to ſee the devil, whom he run 
through the body. The holy office, informed of the 
devil's death, ſent its officers to the houte of Colcolina, 
whom they ſeized with all her effects; and l. who was 
then but teven years old, was put into the hoſpital of 
* Lys Ninas. There were in that hou'c charitable cler- 
gymen, who, being well paid for the education of poor 
orphans, were at the trouble of teaching them to read 
and write. They looked upon me as a promiſing child, 
and, on that account, diſtinguiſhed me from the reſt, by 
chooſing me to run on their errands. They ſent me into 
the city with letters and meſſages; and I made the re- 
ſponſes at maſs. By way of recompence, they under- 
took to teach me the Latin tongue; but they behaved fo 
rudely, and treated me with fuch rigour, notwithſtand- - 
ing the ſmall ſervices | did them, that, being no longer 
able to bear it, | ran away one morning early, when I 
was ſent out on an errand; and, far from returning to 
the hoſpital, quitted 'Toledo by the ſuburbs that lie on 
the Seville fide of the city. Though I was ſcarce yet nine 
years old, | felt a ſenſible pleature in being tree, and 
maſter of my own actions. I was without money, and 
without food; but what did that fignity ? I had no leſ- 
ſons to ſtudy, nor themes to compoſe. After havin 
walked about two hours, my little legs began to refu 
their ſervice : I had never before made fuck a long jour- 
ney ; and I found myſelf obliged to halt and give them 


tome reſt. | fat down under a tree, by the ſide of the 


* Los Ninos, orphans, or rather boys. | 
road ; 
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road ; and there, for my amuſement, took my rudiments 
out of my pocket, and read it in ſport; then remem- 
bring the ſtripes and floggings which it had made me re- 
ceive, I tore out the leaves, ſay ing in great wrath; Ah, 
dog of a book! thou ſhalt never make me thed tears a- 
gain.” While I thus glutted my revenge, ſtrewing the 
2 about me with declenſions and conjugations, a 

rmit paſſed by, with a white beard, large ſpectacles, 
and a venerable air. He came up to me; and we exa- 
mined each other with great eagerneſs. ** My little 
gentleman, (ſaid he, ſmiling) we ſeem to look at one a- 
ther with great attention : | believe it would not be a bad 
ſcheme tor us to live together in my hermitage, which is 
not two hundred yards from hence.” * I am your 
humble ſervant : (anſwered I, haltily) I have no ambi- 
tion to be an hermit.” The good old man laughed at 
this reply ; and embracing me, faid : ** Don't be fright- 
ened at my dreſs, my fon ; though it is not agreeable, 
it is uſeful ; it makes me lord of a charming retreat, and 
of the neighbouring villages; the inhabitants of which 
love, or rather idolize me. Come along with me, (added 
he) and | will give you a jacket like this that I wear, If 
you chooſe it, you ſhall thare with me the ſweets of my 
retired life; and if you don't like it, upon trial, you thall 
not anly be at liberty to leave me, but you may be alſo 
aſſured, that I will not fail to give you a gratitication at 
ponng. I ſuffered myſelf to be perſuaded, and fol- 

wed the old hermit, who aſked me ſeveral queſtions; 
to which | anſwered with an ingenuity which I have not 
always preſerved in the ſequel. When we came to the 
hermitage, he preſented to me ſome fruit. which 1 de- 
voured, having eaten nothing the whole day but a mor- 
ſel of dry bread, on which I had breaktaſted in the 
morning at the hoſpital. l he anchorite, ſeeing me make 
ſuch good uſe of my jaws, faid, * Courage, my child; 


don't (pare the fruit; I have ample proviſion of it, thank 


God: and I did not bring thee hither to let thee ftarve.” 
This was indeed very true; for in lefs than an hour after 
our arrival, he lighted a fire, ſpitted a leg of mutton ; 
and, while I turned the ſpit, covered a ſmall table with 
a very dirty napkin ; upon which he laid two plates, one 
for himſelf, and another for me. 


When 


— 
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When the mutton was ready, he took it off the ſpit, 
and cut ſome ſlices for our ſupper, which was not a d 
meal; for we drank excellent wine, of which alſo he had 

ſtore. © Well, my chicken, {laid he, when we 
1 eating) art thou ſatisfied wich my ordinary ? 
This is the manner in which thou wilt be treated every 
day, if thou liveſt with me. Beſide thou ſhalt do what 
thou pleateſt in this hermi:age. All chat exact of thee, 
is, to accompany me when I go a b gging through the 
neighbouring viidages ; and lead an als with two pan» 
niers, which the charitable peatants uſually fill with eggs, 
bread, fleſh and fiſh. This is ail | require of thee.” ** I 
will do every thing you defire, (| replied) provided you 
don't oblige me to learn Latin * Brother Chrytoſtom 
(that was the old hermit's nawe) could not help Jaugh- 
mg at my ſimplicity ; and aſſured me anew, that he did 
not intend to force my inclination. 

We went a-begging the very next day with the aſs, 
which I led by the halter, and reaped a plentiiul harveſt ; 
every peaſant being glad of an opportunity to put ſome- 
thing in our panniers : one threw in a whole loaf; ano- 
ther, a large piece of bacon ; a third, a partridge: in 
ſhort, we brought home victuals enough for eight days: 
2 circumſtance that denotes the great friendſhip and 
eſteem that the country-people had tor the hermit. It is 
true, he was of great ule to them, in giving them his ad- 
vice when they came to conſult him, in re-eitabliſhing 
peace in families where diſcord reigned, in marrying 
their daughters, in furniſhing them with remedies for a 
thouſand forts of diſeaſes, and in teaching prayers pro- 
per for barten women, who wiſhed to have children. 

By what I have faid, you ſee that I was well fed in my 
hermitage I was as well accommodated in point of ſleep- 
ing: ſtretched upon good freſh ſtraw, A. a cuſhion of 
coarſe cloth under my head, and a covering of the ſame 
ſtuff over my body, I made but one nap, which laſted 
all night long. Brgther Chryſoſtom, who had promiſed 
to give me a hermit's garb, made one for me from an 
old robe that he uſed ro wear, and called me little bro- 
ther Scipio. As ſoon as I appeared in the villages, in 
that regular habit, I was thought ſo handſome, that the 
als was better loaded than formerly: the buſineſs was, 

| | who 
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who ſhould give moſt to the little brother, with whoſe 
Ggure they were ſo well pleaſed. 
 Theeafy idle life which I led with the old hermit, 
could not be difagreeable to a boy of my age : accord- 
I liked it 5 well, that I ſhould have continued 
| Rill, if the fates had not fpun for me days of a very 
different kind: but the deſtiny which I was bound to 
fulfil, foon detached me from idleneſs, and made me 
quit brother Chr ſoſtom, as you ſhall hear. I frequently 
perceived the old man at work upon the cuſhion that 
ferved him for a pillow ; he did nothing but few and un- 
ſew it; and I obſerved one day, that he put money into 
it. This remark was attended by a curioſity which I 
to gratify the very firſt journey he ſhould take to 
oledo, whither he was wont to once a week. I 
waited impatiently for the day, without having as yet 
any other deſign than of —_— my curioſity. At 
length the old man ſet out, and I ript up his pillow, 
where I found among the wool with which it was filled, 
the value of about fifty crowns in different forts of coin. 
This treaſure, in all probability, was the gratitude of 
the country people, whom the hermit had cured by his 
remedies, and of the women who had been bleſſed with 
children, by virtue of his pravers. Be this as it will, [ 
no ſooner ſaw that it was money, which I could appro- 
priate to myſelf with impunity, than my Ægyptian diſ- 
ſition prevailed. I was ſeized with a deſire of ſtealing 
t, which can be attributed to nothing but the force of 
that blood which circulated in my veins. I yielded to 


the temptation without reſiſtance, ſecured the money in 


a kind of bag where we kept our combs and night caps; 
then quitting my hermit's habit, and reſuming that of che 
orphan, I ran away from the hermitage, believing that I 
carried off in my bag the whole riches of the Indies. 

| You have heard my beginning, (continued Scipio) 
and I don't doubt that you expect a train of facts of the 
ſame nature: your expeQation will not be deceived : | 
have many other ſuch exploits to recount, before I come 
to my laudable actions; but I will come to them at laſt : 
and you will fee, by my narration, that a rogue may 
very well turn an heneſt man. 


Child as I was, I was not fool enough to return to To- 


ledo; 
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ledo ; that would have been expoſing me to the chance 
of meeting brother Chryſoſtom, who would have made 
me reſtore my treaſure in a very diſagreeable manner: I 
followed another road, which conducted me to the vil- 
of Galves, where I ſtopt at an inn, the landlady of 
which was a widow of forty, who had all the qualities re- 
quiſite for turning the penny. This woman no ſooner 
caſt her eyes upon me, than judging, by my drefs, that 
| was a fugitive from the orphan- hoſpital, the aſked who 
] was, and whither | went. I anſwered, that having 
loſt both father and, mother, I wanted to to ſervice. 
Child, (faid ſhe) canſt thou read? I affured her, that 
| both read and wrote to admiration. Indeed, I could 
form my letters, and join them in ſuch a manner, as 
ſomewhat reſembled writing ; and that is enough for the 
occaſions of a village-tavern. * I take thee into my 
ſervice (faid the landlady) thou wilt not be altogether 
uſeleſs, but ſhalt keep an account of all my debts active 
and paſſive. I will give thee no wages, (added ſhe) be- 
cauſe the good company that come here never forget the 
ſervants ; ſo that thou maytt depend upon receiving good 
ifites.” | 

— the propoſal, reſcrving to myſelf, as you 
may well believe, the right of changing the air, as foon 
as my ſtay at Galves ſhould become ditagreezble. When 
| found myſelf engaged in the ſervice of this inn, I be- 
came very uneaſy in my mind: I did not deſite to be 
thought a moneyed-man ; and was very anxious to know 
where I ſhould conceal my hoard, fo as that it ſhould be 
ſecure from every ſtranger's hand. I did not as yet know 
the houſe well enough, to truſt to thoſe places which 
leemed moſt proper to ſecure it. With what perplexity 
are riches attended ! | determined, however, to put my 


: bag in a corner of our corn loft where there was ftraw ; 


and believing it more late there, than in any other place, 
made mytelt as ealy as poſſible. There were three ſer- 
vants in this houſe, a fat hoſtler, a young maid of Ga- 
licia, and myſelf: each of us drew as much as we could 
from the travellers that halted, whether they came on 
horſeback or a-foot. I commonly caught fome half- 
pence of theſe gentlemen, when | brought in the bill; 
they gave ſomething allo to the hoſtler, tor taking care 

of 
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of their beaſts: but as for the Galician, who was the 
idol of all the carriers that paſſed, ſhe got as many crowns 
as we did farthings. Every penny that | received, I car- 
ried to increaſe my treaſure in the corn-loft; and the 
more | ſaw my wealth increaſe, the more did I feel my 
little heart attached to it : I ſometimes kiſſed the ſpecies, 
and contemplated the different pieces with a degree of 

rapture which none but miſers can conceive. 
This affection for my treaſure obliged me to go and 
vifſit it thirty times a day: I frequently met the landlady 
upon the ſtair; and ſhe being naturally diſtruſiful, was 
curious one day, to know what it was that could bring 
me every moment to the corn-loft. Thither therefore 
ſhe went, and ſeatched every corner, imagining chat J, 
perhaps, concealed in that place ſome things which I had 
ttoie in the houſe. She did not forget to remove the 
Graw that covered my bag, which having found, ſhe 
opened it; and ſeeing crowns and piſtoles appear, be- 
lieved, or pretended to believe, that I had ftolen them 
from her. She ſeized the ſum total accordingly ; then, 
ealling me little wretch, and little raſcal, ordered the 
hoſtler, who was intirely devoted to her will, to give me 
fifty good laſhes, which when I had received, ſhe turned 
me out of doors, laying, that ſhe would ſuffer no knave 
to live in her houſe In vain did | proteſt that I had not 
robbed the landlady : ſhe maintained the contrary ; and 
of courſe her word was believed rather than mine. Thus, 
| brother Chryſoſtom's money paſſed from one thief to an- 
l lamented the loſs of my money, as a man mourns the 
death of an A child; and though my tears did not re- 
trieve what I had loſt, at leaſt they excited the com- 
paſſion of ſome people who taw them ſhed ; and, among 
others, of the curate of Caives, who was paſling by 
chance. He ſeemed moved at my melancholy condi- 
tion, and carried me along with him to the parſonage ; 
where, in order to gain my contidence, or rather to 
pump me, he began by pitying my ſituation. * How 
much (ſaid he) does this poor child deſerve compaſſion ! 
It is not ſurpriſing, if, abandoned to himlelf in ſuch 2 
tender age, he has committed a bad action. Moſt men 
find ir ditfcult to live honeſt through the whole w_ 
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of their lives.” Then, addrefling himſelf to me, My 

ſon, (added he) trom what part of Spain do you come, 

and who arc your patents? You ſeem to be of ſome 

poor family. Tell me ingenuouſly, and be affured that 
will not abandon you.” 

The curate, by this politic and charitable diſcourſe, 
engaged me ĩinſenſibly to diſcover all my affairs with great 
fincerity. I made a general confeſſion. Alter which, 
be ſaid, Friend, though it does not become hermits 
to hoard up money, that dues not leſſen your crime; in 
robbing brother Chryſoſtom, you have tranſgreſſed that 
article of the decalogue, which forbids theft : but I'll 
oblige the landlady to reſtore the money, which I will 
ſend to the hermit ; fo that your conſcience may be eaſy 
on that ſcore.” But this, I (wear, was the leaſt of my 
uneaſineſs. The curate, who had a deſign of his own, 
did not ſtop there: My child, (ſaid he) 1 intereſt my- - 
ſelf in your behalf, and will procure a good place for 
you. I will, to-morrow, fend you by a carrier to my 

hew, who is a canon of the cathedtal of Toledo: 
he will not retule, at my requeſt, to receive you into the 
number of his lacqueys, who live plentifully, like to ma- 
ny incumbents, on the revenue of his prebend ; you will 
be perfectly well ſituated, I can affure you.” 

I was to much conſoled by this aſſurance, that I no 
longer thought of the bag, nor the ſtripes which I had 
received, my mind being wholly poſſeiſed with the plea- - 
lure of living like an incumbent. Next day, while I was 
at breakfaſt, a carrier came to the patſonage, according 
tothe curate's orders, with two mules bridled and ſadled. 
| was helped up on the one, the cariier mounted the 
other, and we ſet out for Toledo. My fellow-traveller 
was a fellow of humour, who liked nothing better than to 
make him/el/ merry at another's expence. * My little 
Junior, (taid he) you have a good ſriend in the curate of 
Galves ; he couid not give vou a bettet provt of his af- 
fection, than that of tecom men ling you to the ſervice ot 
his nephew the canon, whom I have the honour to know, 
and who is, without contradiction, the pearl of the 
whole chapter. Hz is none of thoſe devotees whoſe pale 
and meagre face; preach up mortification. He has a 
eapꝛciaus countenance, à roly complexion, a merry look, 
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is a jovial ſoul, who enjoys the preſent hour, and in par- 
ticular loves good chear. You will live in his houſe like 
a lirtle prince.” 

The rogue of a carrier perce:ving that I liſtened with 

eat ſatisſaction, continued to extol the happineſs l 
ſhould enjoy in the canon's ſervice ; and did not leave off 
ſpeaking, until we arrived at the village of Obiſa, where 
we ſtopt a little to bait our mules. The carrier, while 
he walked about in the inn, let fall by accident, out of 
his pocket, a paper, which I was cunning enough to 
pick up, without being obſerved, and which I tound 
means to read while he was in the ſtable. It was a let- 
ter directed to the prieſts of the orphan hoſpital, and con- 
ceived in theſe terms. | 


o Entlemen, I thought I was bound in charity, to 
ſend back to you a little knave, who is a run- 
« away from your hoſpital. He does not ſeem to want 
capacity, but deſerves to be carefully mewed up; 
and I hope, that by proper correction, he will in time 
do weil. That God may preſerve your pious and cha- 
« ritable worſhips, is the prayer of 

The Curate of Galves.” 


When I had read this letter, which informed me of 
the curate's good intentions, I did not long heſitate. To 
leave the inn, and gain the banks of the agus, which 
was more than aleague from thence, was the work of a 
moment. Fear lent me wings to fly from the prieſts ot 


the orphan hoſpital. to whom I would by no means re- 


turn, fo much was I di;zuſted with their manner of teach- 
ing the Latin tongue. I entered Toledo as gaily as if I 
had known where to board. True, it is a city ot bene- 
diction, in which a man of genius, reduced to the ne- 
ceſſity of living at his neighbour's expence, cannot dic 
of hunger. Scarce had | arrived ia the market-place, 
when a well-dretſed cavalier, whom I patled, laid hold 


of my arm, and faid, + Harkee, my boy, will you ſerre 


me ? I thould be glad to have ſuch a lacquey as you.“ 
„And I ſhould be glad (anſwered I) to have iuch 3 
maſter as ou.“ It that be the cate, he * 

| thou 
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thou art mine from this moment. Follow me.” This 
I did, without making any further reply. 

This cavalier, who might be about thirty years of 
age, and was called Don Abel, lodged in à houſe, 
where he poſſeſſed a very handſome apartment. He 
was by profeſſion a gameſter, and ve lived together in 
this manner: in the morning, I cut as much tobacco for 
him, as would fill five or fix pipes, bruſhed his cloaths, 
and went for the barber to ſhave him, and drels his 
whiſkers. Atter which, he went out, and made a tour 
among the tennis courts, from whence he returned about 
eleven or twelve a-clock at night. But each morning be- 
fore he went out, he gave me three royals for my day's 
expence, leaving me at liberty to do what I would, until 
ten a-clock at night. He was very well ſatisfied with 
me, provided he tound me at home when he returned. 
He ordered a doublet and hoſe of livery to be made for 
me, ſo that I looked like the page of a lady of the town. 
| was very well ſatisfied with my place, and certainly I 
could not have found one more agreeable to my humour. 

had led this happy lite almoſt a whole month, when 
my maſter aſked if | was pleaſed with his behaviour. I 


anſwered, that I could not be more ſo. Well then 


(he reſumed) we thall ſet out to-morrow for Seville, whi- 
ther my affairs call me. Thou wilt not be lorry to tee 
that capital of Andaluſia. 


He that hath not Seville ſeen, 
(faith the proverb) 
Is no traveller, I ween.” 


I aſſured him, that I was ready to follow him whither- 
ſoever he ſhould go. That very day, the Seville cartier 
came to his lodging, to tetch a Jarge coffer that con- 
tained all kis moveables; and in the morning we ſet out 
for Andaluſia. 

Signior Don Abel was ſo lucky at play, that he never 
loft, except when he choſe to lote. This talent often 
obliged him to change his place of habitation, that he 
might avoid the reſentment of dupes; and this was the 
caule of our preſent journey. Being arrived at Seville, 
ve took lodgings near the gate of Cordova, and began to 

1 live 
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live as we had lived at Toledo : but my maſter found 2 
difference between theſe two cities. In the tennis courts 
of Seville, he met with gameſtets who played as ſucceſs- 
fully as he, fo that he came home ſometimes very much 
out of humour. One morning. being chagrined at the 
loſs of one hundred piſtoles, which he ventured the pre- 
ceding day, he alked why I had not carried his dirty 
linen to a woman whom he employed to wath and per- 
fume it. I anſwered, that | had forgot. Upon which, 
falling into a paſſion, he gave nie halt-a-dozen boxes on 
the face, fo rudely, that he in de me ſce more candles 
than ever burnt in Solomon's emple. There, little 
wretch, (faid he) there i »mctii ng to make you mind 
your buſineſs luft! war» at your tail, to tell you 
what you have to do- te you nu 4s ready to work 
as to eat? are you uch a bene, as to he incapable ot an- 
ticipating my orders and occotiun*?” So laying, he went 
out of his apartment, leaving in very much mortified 
at the blows i had received et luch a fight fault. I] 
don't knov what adventure happened to him foon after 
in the tennis court, hut one <ventng he came Home very 
much heated, and ſaid, „ Scipio, lum reſolved to go to 
Italy, and mult embark the day aiter to-morrow, in a 
ſhip bound to Genoa. | have my own reaions or makin 
that voyape ; nt thou not accompany me, and lay hold 
of fuch a wire fon to fee the molt Celightful country 
in the wort fr” Id | would, but at the tame time pro- 
poſed to dit Heat juſt when het intended to embark. | 
thoughe 1 would tevenge myſelf of him in this manner, 
and was very weil plezfed with the ſcheme, which | 
could not help imnarting to a profetſed bravo whom | 
met in the ſtreet ; tor fince my arrival at Seville, I had 
conttacted tome bad acquaintances, and this in particular. 
told him in what manner, and for what | had been 
buffeted. then communicated my deſign of leaving Don 
Abel when he ſtould be juſt read to go on board, and 
_ aſked his opinion ot my reſolution. 

The bravo frowned while he !itened to me, and 
twicled the curls of his muitachio ; then blaming my 
maſter with an air of gravity : © Little gentleman, (faid 
he) you are diſhonoured for ever, if you reſtrict yourlelf 
to that frivolous revenge which you have hatched. It 
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is not enough to let Don Abel depart by himſelf ; that 
would not be puniſhment ſufficient. I he chaſtiſement 
mult be proportioned to the injury. Let us therefore 
carry off his goods and money, which we will ſhare like 
brothers aſter he is gone.” Altho | was naturally in- 
clined to thieving, 3 frightened at the propotal of 
ſuch an important dobbe rv. Nevertheless, the arch rogue 
who made it, did not fail to pertuade me to it ; and you 
ſhall hear the ſucceſs of our enterprize. Ihe bravo, who 
was 4 big 22 tellow, came to our lodging next day in 
the twilight en I ſhewed him the coſtet in which my 
maiter had already ſecured his effects, and aſke1 it he 
could carry ſuch a weight. © Such a weight! (laid he) 
know, that when the buſineſs is to carry oit the goods of 
another, I can liſt Noah's ark.” 50 faying, he flung 
the coiter on his ſhoulders wich eate, and went down 
ſtairs with it upon tip toes. I followed him with tome 
caution, and we were juſt going out at the ftreet-door, 
when Don Abel, brought thither to ſeaſonably by his 
good genius, appeared ail of a ſudden. 
Where art thou going wich the cofter : py (ſaid he.) 
I was ſo confounded, that I ſtood ſilent, and the bravo 
ſeeing the affair miſgive, threw down his load, and be- 
took him:eit to flight, in order to avoid explana:i ions. 
„Where art thou going with the coffer?“ (ald my 
maſter for the ſecond time) Dir. (anſwered 1, more 
dead than alive) | am going to carry id on board of the 
thip in which you are to embarks to-morrow for Italy.” 
Ha! (he replied) dott thou know in what ſhip I in- 
tended to ſail?“ “ No, Sir, (taid |) but I have a tongue 
in my head, and 1 ſhould have enguited at tte har bone, 
where tome body would have certainly told nig.“ At 
this my antwer, which he ſuſpected. he darted ſach a fu- 
nious look at me, that | was afraid of a ſecond be eating. 
* Who ordered vou, (cried he) to bring my coner out 
of the houſe? ++ You yourlelt, (faid I.) Don't you re- 
member how you upbraided me lome days ago? Did not 
you ſav, while you beat me, that vou expected | would 
prevent vour orders, and do what was proper lor your 
ſervice of my own accord ? Now, it was in conlequence 
of this direction, that I employed one to carry your cot- 
ter | to the ſip.” The gameſter obſerviag, that I was 
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more miſchievous than he imagined, diſmiſſed me im- 
mediately, faying, with an air of indifference, Go, 
Mr. Scipio, and heaven be your guide. I don't chooſe 
to play with people who have tometiies a card too 
many, ſometimes one too few. Get out of my ſight, 
(added he, in another tone) leſt J make you ſing without 
- your gamut.” | faved him the trouble of repeating his 
coramand, and got off in a twinkling, being woundily 
atraid that he would ftrip me of my cloaths, which how- 
ever he luckily ſpared. 1 walked along the ſtreet, con- 
lidering where I could Iye, with my two royals, which 
conſtituted my whole ſlock. | arrived at the gate of the 
archbiſhop's palace; and as his grace's ſupper was then 
dreſſing, an agreeable ſavour iſſued from the kitchen, 
and diffuſed itlelf a whole league around. Zooks! 
(faid I to mylelf) I ſhould like to diſpatch one of thote 
ragouts which ſalute my note. I ſhould even be con- 
tented with an opportunity of dipping my four fingers and 
thumb in it. What! can't I fail upon ſome method of 
talting theſe dainties that ſmell fo agreeably ? the thing 
does not ſeem impoſſible. I whetted my imagination 
accordinghy, and, by dint of muſing, hatched a trick, 
which I imimediately put in practice, and whicl: ſucceed- 
ed to my with. lentered the cowt of the palace, and 
running towards the kitchen, cried as loud as | could, 

elp! help! as i had been puriued by fome atTatlin. 

At my repeated cries, Mr. Diego the archbithop's 
cock, with two cr three ſculllons, came running out to 
know the cauſe; and iceing no body but me, atked why 
I made ſuch a noiſe. Ah! Sir, (laid I, pretending tb 
be frightened almoſt out of my wits) for the love of St. 
Polycarp, pray fave me tom che fury of a bravo that 
wants to kill me.” ** Where is this bravo ? (cried Diego) 
vou are quite alone, vithour fo much as 4 cat at your 


heels. Go, my Child, lay aſide your ſear. It was pro- 


bably ſome body who wanted to terrify vou for his di- 
verſion, and who did well not to follow you into this 
palace ; for, if he had, we thould have cut off his ears.” 
No, no, (taid | to the cook) he did not purſue me for 
his diverſion. He is a big ill-louking tellow, who in- 
tends to ſtrĩp me, and waits hard by in the ſtreet to catch 
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me as | go out.” *© He ſhall wait a long time then, (he 

replied) tor you ſhall tay here till to-morrow, and want 

for neither ſupper nor bed.” 

| was wie ory with joy, when I heard theſe words 

and it was a raviſhing ſight to me, when, being conducted 

into the kitchen by Mr. Diego, I beheld the prepara- 

tions for his grace's ſupper. f reckoned fifteen perſons 

at work, but I could not number the diſhes that | faw, 

ſo cateful had providence been in behalf of the archbi- 

ſhop. It was then, that feaſting upon the ſteams of the 
ragouts which I had only ſmelled afar off before, I be- 
came acquainted with fenſuality. I had the honour to 
ſup and ſleep with the ſcullions, whole friendſhip I gained 
to that degree, that next day, when I went to thank 
Mr. Diego ior the aſylum he had fo generouſly afforded, 
he ſaid, * Our kitchen lads tell me, they would be glad 
to have you for a comrade, they like your humour fo 
well: would you chooſe to be their companion?“ I an- 
{wered, © That if I enjoyed that piece ot good-fortune, 
I ſhould think myſelf perfectly happy.” lf that be 
the caſe, my friend, (ſaid he) look upon yourſelt from 
this moment as an officer of the palace.” So ſaying, he 
went and preſented me to the major-domo, who, on ac- 
count of my ſprightly look, judged me worthy to be 


' received among the turn-{pits. 


I was no fooner in potfetiion of ſuch an honourable 
employment, than Nr. Diego, according to the cuttom 
of cooks in great lamilies. ho privately lend victuals to 
their miſtreſſes, choſe me to carry to 2 certain lady in 
the neighbourhood ſometimes loins of veal, and fome- 


times towl or veniſon. This good lady was a widow 


ſcarce turned of thirty, very handtome, very tmart, and 
to all appe2rance, not over taihtuito her cook, who not 
only furniſhed her with victuals, bread, ſugat and oil, 


\. but allo provided her in good wine, all at the expence 


ot the archbiſhop. 
| was effectually improved in the palace of his grace, 
where I played a very plealaut prank, which is ſtill 
ſpoken of at Seville. Ihe pages, and fume other do- 
meſticks, in order to celebrate their maſter's birth-day, 
took it in their heads, to reprelent 2 comedy. They 
N 4 chote 
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choſe that of the Benawides * z and as they had occaſion 
for a boy of my age, to play the part of the young king 
of Leon, they caſt their eyes upon me. The major- 
domo, who piqued himſelf upon his talent of declama- 
tion, undertook to inſtruct me, and after he had given 
me a few leſſons, aſſured them, that | would not be the 
worlt actor in the play. As our maſter was at the ex- 
nce of the entertaininent, no coſt was ſpared to render 
it magnificent. A theatre was built in the largeſt hall of 
the palace, and decorated with great taſte I here was 
a bed of turf made in the back ſcene, on which | was to 
appear a ſleep. and the Maors fall upon me to make me 
priloner. When the actors were perfect in their parts, 
the archbiſhop fixed the day for the repreſentation, and 
did not fail to invice the moſt confiderable noblemen and 
ladies of the city to come and ſee it. The day being 
come, each actor was buſied with his dreſs. As for 
mine, it was brought to me by a taylor, accompanied by 
our major-domo ; who, having been at the trouble of 
teaching me my part, was allo pleaſed to ſuperintend my 
dreſs. The taylor cloathed me with a rich velvet robe, 
trimmed with gold lace and buttons, with hangin 
fleeves adorned with fringe of the ſame metal ; and the 
major-domo himſelf placed upon my head a crown of 
paper, powdered with a quantity of fine ptark, inter- 
mixed with falſe ſtones. Beſides, they girded me with 
a ſaſh of pink coloured fiik wrought with ſilver flowers; 
and every thing they faid to me, teemed to lend me 
wings to run away with the plunder. At length the 
play began «bout twilight. I opened the ſcene, by pro- 
nouncing {ome verſes, importing, that being unable to 
keep myſelt awake, I was going to abandon myſelf to 
ſlumber ; at the fame time, I withdrew, and laid down 
on the bed of turf which had been prepared tor me; but 
inſtead of falling a ſleep, | begin to conſider how I could 
et into the itrcer, and elcape with my royal robes. A 
Pete private flair that led down under the theatre into the 
hall, ſeemed proper for the execution of my deſign. I 
accordingly got up nimbly, and ſecing that no body took 


* Benav' des, the furname of a noble family ia Spun, deſcended 
f.om Alvols the ninth, Ki- of Cailile, 
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notice of me, ſlipt down that ſtair which conducted me 
into the hall, the door ot which I gained, crying, © Room, 
room, I am going to change my dreſs.” Every one made 
way for me, ſo that in lets than two minutes | got out of 
the palace with impunity, and by lav our of the night, te- 
paired to the houie of a bravo of my acquaintance. 

He was perfectly aſtoniſhed to fee me in that garh; 
and when | imp::ited the atfair, he laughed until he was 
ready to butit ; then embracing me with fo much the 
more joy, as he flattered himich with the hope of ſharing 
the ſpoils of the king of Leon, he congratulated me on 
having performed tuch a tine ſtroke, and told me, that 
it I weat on at that rate, mv genius would one diy make 
a great noiſe in the world. After we hal tathciently 
made ourſelves merry, ** What ſhall we do wich this 
rich drets?” (ſaid I to the bravo) who 2aniwered, “ Give 
your'elf no trouble on that feore. I know an honett 
broker, who, without expretling the leaſt curvin'y, buys 
every thing that is brought to him, provided he jikes the 
bargain ; to motto morning Iwill go aud bring him hi- 
ther.” In effect, the bravo went out next day early, 
leaving me a- bed in his room, and in two hours returned 
with the broker, who carried a yellow bag under his 
arm. Friend, aid he to me) this is Signior Ybaunez 
de Segovia, who, in ipite of the bad example fh:wn by 
his brethren of the trade, deals with the molt ſcrupulous 
integrity. He will tell you to a farthing, the value of 
this dreſs that you want to part with, and vou may de- 
pend upon his citimation.” „ Yes, ccratoiv, {ind the 
broker.) I muſt be a wrerch indeed, i: | prized aching 
under the true value That is a crime with which | was 
never taxed, thank God, and no man hal! ever lay it to 
the charge of Mbagnez de Segovia, Let us ive the goods 
you want to ſeil, and | will conſcicatioudy tell vou what 
they are worth.” * Here they ate, (taid the bravo, 
ſhewing them) and you mutt ailow, chat nothing can be 
more magnificent: obterve the beauty of that Genoa 
velvet, and the richneſs of the trimming.” © TI am quite 
charmed with it! (replied the broker, aiter he had viewed 
it attentively) nothing can be finer.” “ And what do 
you think of the pearis of this crown ?” (reſumed my 


friend.) „ If they were more round, (fail Ybagnez) 
M : they 
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they would be ineſtimable: however, ſuch as they are, 
| think them very pretty, and like them as well as the 
re't of the dreſs. I finceicly own it, (continued he) 
2nother rogue of a broker in my place would pretend 
to deſpiſe the merchandize, that he might have it 
cheap, and would not be aſhamed of offering twenty 
piſtoles for it; but I, who have tome conſcience, will 
give ſorty.“ 

I Ybagnez had ſaid a hundred, he would not then 
nave been a inſt appraiter ; fince the pearls, alone, were 
well worth two hundred crowns. he brava, who had 
a fello - feeling with him, id to me.“ You fee how 
tortunate you arc in fatung into the hands of an honeit 
man. dSigriur Ybagnez prizes every thing, as if he was 
upon his death- bed. That's true, {laid the broker) 
and itheretore I never rife or fail a farthing in my price. 
Weil, (added Le) is it 2 bargain ? Shall I count out the 
money to you ?” © Stay, (replied the bravo) my friend, 
mult $cft try on this fuit of cloaths, which I deſired you. 
to bring lor him. Jam midaken if they won't fit him 
exactly Then the b ker, untying his bundle, ſheu ed 
me à doublet and hot, of a very good dark coloured 
cloth, with filver buttons; the whule ſeemingly halt- 
worn. | got op to try this drets, which, though too 
long and too wide, app artd to theſe gentlemen, to have 
been made on purpote for me. Ybagnez rned it at ten 
pitoles ; and as he never abated one tarthing of _ he 
| aſked, we were ohliged to comply with hi: viluatign. So 
he too: thirty piltolgs out of his purſe, and tread them 
upon the table; after which, ke made another bundle 
of my crowa and royal tobes, which he carried off 
accordingly. 

When he was gone, the bravo ſaid, “ I am very well 
ſatizhed with this broker.” And good reatun he had to 
be ſo: fer, I ar fure, be gave him one hundred piſtoles, 
at leaſt, by way of gratification. But he was not con- 
tented with that tum : he took, without ceremony, the 
half of the money that lay on the table, leaving the 
other half to me, and ſaying. “ My dear Scipio, with 
theſe fiftcen piſtoles that remain, I adviſe you to quit this 
city forthwith ; for, you may be affured, that the arch- 


bithop will gire orders to ſearch ſor you every where: 
* | I ſhould 


- — 1 


2 — y_— 9 * 1 2 
* * 


aw, * _ hk 4 *Y — LE — 


1 


GIL B LAS. 251 


I ould be extremely mortified, if, after having ſigna- 
lized yourſelf by an action, which will do honour to 
your hiitory, you ſhould fooliſhly fuffer yourſelf to be 
apprehended.” I antwered, that | was ſully reſolved to 
leave Seville; and in etfect, after having bought a hat 
and ſome thirts, I gained the vaſt and delighttul plain 
that Riretches among vines and olives, to the an- 
cient city of Carmona, and, three days after, arrived at 
Cordova * 

[ lodged at an inn, as vou enter the great {quare where 
the merchants live; and gave myſelf out for the fon of 
a good family at 1 oledo, 'who travelled for my plealure. 
{ was wel! enough cloathed, to mike people believe this 
ſtory, and the landlord was finally convinced, by the 
ſight of ſome pittoles, which [ let him fee, as if by 
chance. It i probable, indeed, that my tender years 
made him believe I was fome little libertin®, who had 
mn away from his parents, after ha: ing rohbed them 
Be this as it will, he did not frem curious to know more 
than what I told him of the matter: being, in all bkelt- 
bood, afraid that his curiotity might make me change 
my ſedcing. For his royal, 4 day, I lived very well in 
this inn, which was frequented by a good deal of com- 
puny ; there being at ſupper in the even: ng, no leſs than 
twelve peopie at one fable. It was very diverting to tee 
every one eating, without ſpcaking a tvllabie, except 
one man, who taſking ing -efſantly, at random, compen= 
fared for the filence of the ret, "by his 1nperunent prat- 
ing. He affected the wit, told tories, and endeavour- 

ed, by quaint fayings, to entertain the company, who, 
* time to time, laughed heartily, though not fo 
much at the brightacts of his lallies, as at his ridiculous 
beliaviour. 


* 


" Cordova, the rei nt Co- due, 2 ci vf Anda'uſn, urn the 
banks oi the Cd: tor mer'y the rengene of the Moth 
Kin. It is tam us for 8 ven birth to the two Sent ('s, the 
poet I. ucan, the great Ace nale, and many more pertens of 
nite. Tue catiied-al v. * ctuore a m que. built by the Moore, 
a'ter the de of 5 Puna: » temple , and recroned almo!t equal to 
that of Mucca, in beauty and magniticencc : being ſupported by 2 
valt nurib r of mir! ee mumas. Vas city is alto farmous for the 
muty gum of any lifts, who were maninancly batcheted by the 
ines, 
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As for my part, I paid ſo little attention to the dif. 
courſe of this original, that I ſhould have tiſen from ſup- 
per, without being able to give any account of what he 
faid, had he not found means to intereit me in his con- 
verſation. ** Gentlemen, (aid he, towards the end of 
dar meal) | have kept for the Gell-rt, a moſt diverting 
ſtory : an adventure that betel, a few days ago, at the 
palace of the archbiſhop of Seville. 1 had it from a 
bachelor of my acquaintance, who told me, that he was 
prefent when it happened. Theſe words diſcompoſed 
me a good deal; I did not doubt that it was my adven- 
ture, which he intended to recount : and I was not miſ- 
taken. This pertua gave a faithful detail of ir, and even 
informed me of what I did not know; that is, what 
happened in the hall, aftet my departure: and this you 
mall hear. 

Scarce had I betoołk mylcli to flight, when the Moors, 
who, according to the performance which was repre- 
ſented, -were to carry me off, appeared upon the ſtage, 
with a deſign of turprizing me on the bed of turt, where 
they thought | was atizvep ; but when they went to feize 
the King oi Leon, they were very much aſtoniſhed to 
find neither king nor knave. The play was immediately 
interrupted ; all the actors were perplexed ; tome called 
me, othets |earched tor me; one hallowed, and ano- 
ther cur ed me. Ihe archbiſhop perceiviag the trouble 
and contuiton that reigned behind the ſcenes, aſked what 
was the matter. A page. who acted the Gracioto of the 
piece, hearing the prelaic's voice, came out and {aid to his 
grace: * My lord, you need not tear that the Moors will 
take the King of Leon pritoner ; he has etcaped with 
his royal robes.” ** Heaven be praiſed! (cried the arch- 
biſhop) he was very much in the 1igit, to fly from the 
enemies of our religion, and eſcape the chains which 
they had prepared ter him. He has, doublets, return- 
ed towards Lon, the capital of his Kingdom; and [ 
with he may get home, without meeting with any bad 
accident. Let no man go in purſuit of him, for 
I ſhould be ſorry if his Majeſty received any morti- 
fication from me.” Ihe prelate having ſpcke in this 
manner, ordered my part to be read, and the play to 


o on. 
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CHAP. XI. The ſequel of Scipio hiflory. 


S long as my money laſted, the landlord treated 

me with great reſpect ; but no ſooner did he per- 
ceive that my finances were exhauſted, than ke looked 
cool upon me, picked a quarre!, and one morning early, 
deſited me to leave his houſe. I quitted it with diſdain, 
and went into a church belonging to the Dominicans, 
where, While | heard mals, an old Mendicant came, 
and aſked aims of me. I took two or three mara- 
vedis out of my pocket, and giving them to him, 
ſaid. Friend, pray to God to fend me ſome good 


place: if your prayer is heard, you ſhall not re- 


pent of your devotion, and may depend upon my gra- 
titude 

At theſe words, the beggar viewed me very attentive- 
ly, and anſwered with a fcrious air; * What poſt would 
you have? © I could with, (aid I) to he a lacquey in 
ſome good family.” He then aſked if my occaſions 
were preſſing. They cannot be more fo (I relumed :) 
for, if | have not the good turtune of being ſettled 
very ſoon, there is no medium; I muit. either die of 
hunger, or betake myſelt to your trade.” * If you are 
reduced to ſuch necellity, (ſaid he you, who are not at 
all calculated tor our bulinets, muſt be in a very diſa- 
greeable ſituation : but were you in the ſeaſt accuſtomed 
to our way of lite, zou would pieter it to ſervitude, 
which is, without contraitiction, interior to beg- 
gary. Neverthelels, finc2 vou chooſe to be a ſervant, 
rather than to live 2 free and independent lite, as I do, 
you ſhall have a mater immectiately Notwithſtanding 
my appearance, I can be of ute to you: therefore, come 
hither to-morrow at the tame hour.” 

Refoived to be punctual, I returned next day to the 
ſame place, where | had not been long. before. the len- 
dicant coming up to me, bid me take the trouble to ſol- 
low him. I did o; he conducted me to a cællar not far 
from the church; and this was the place of his reſi- 
dence. We entered his habitation, and fitting. down 


upon a bench, which was at leaſt an hundred years old, 


he ſpoke to me in this manner: A good action, as the 
| 8 proverb 


/ 
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proverb ſays, always finds its recompence : you gave 
me charity yeſterday, and that determines me to pro- 
cure a place for you ; and this, pleaſe God, I will foon 

rform. I am acquainted with an old Dominican called 
Father Alexis, who is an holy ecclefiaſtic, and great 
confeffor. | have the honour to run his errands, and 
acquit myſelt 1a that employment with ſo much fidelity 
and diſcretion, that he never retutes to ule his interett 
for me and my friends. | have ſpoke to him of you in 
ſuch a manner, that he is diſpo'cd to do you ſervice ; 
and 1 wil! preſent vou to Ins reverence, whenever you 
pleaſe.” * ihcweis nota moment to loſe: (faid | to 
the old beggar) let us go intantly to the good friar.“ 
The Mendicant conſented, and carried me forthwith to 
father Alexis, whom we found in his room buſv in writ- 


ing ſpiritual letters. He interrupted his work to ſpeak 


to me, and told me, that at the requeſt of the Mendi- 
cant, he wou'd intereft h:mfel; in my behalt. + Having 
been informed (added he) that Signior Balthazar Veiat- 


quez wanted a Jacquey, I wrote this morning in your 


favour ; and he has antwered, that he will receive you 
implicitely, on my recommendation. You may, this 
very day, go to him frem me; he is my penitent, and 
friend.” Ihe monk, on this occaſion, exhotted me, 
during three quarters of an heur, to do mv duty with 
fidelity and diligence He enlarged pariicululy on the 
obligation I was under to ſetve Velaſquez with zeal : 
after which, he affured nie, that he world take care ro 
maintain me in mv not, rrovided my riaſtar ſhould be 
pleaſed with my behaviour, Havins thinked the monk 
for his genercfirv, 1 cam» ont of tlie convent with the 
beggar; who told me, that Signior Fa'thazar Veliſquez 
was an old rich Wollen draper of great mecknets and 
ftmplicity. I dare lay, (added he) that vou will be 


perfectly happy in his family.” I inquired whccrc2bouts 


the citizen lived, and went immediately to his houſe, 
after having promited to make an 1cknowledgment to 
the beggar, as {con as | ſhould take root in my place. | 
entered a large ſhop. where two well dreſed apprentices 
were walking to and fro, in expeQation of cuſtomers ; 
and aſking it their matter was at home, tod them, I had 
a.meflage to him from tatker Alcais. At the mention 
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of tkat venerable name, I was ſhewn into the back-ſhop, 
where the merchant fat at a bureau, turning over the- 
leaves of a large day-book. I faluted him with great 
reſpe&t, ſaying, while I advanced, ** Signior, I am the 
young man whom the reverend father Alexis recom- 
mended to you tor a lacquey.” ** Ha! welcome, my 
child; (faid he) that holy man's recommendation is 
ſufficient. I receive thee into my ſervice, in prefe- 
rence to three or four lacqueys that were fent by other 
people. It is agreed : thy wages run up tram this day 
torward.” 
had not been long in the ſervice of this citizen, be- 
fore I perceived him to be juſt ſuch a man as the beggar 
had deicribed. His ſimplicity ſeemed even to great, that 
could not help thinking I ſhould fand ſome difficulty in 
abſtaining from playing him ſome trick or other. He had 
been a widower four yezrs, and had two children, a fon. 
turned of ñve- and twenty, and a dauphter going in her 
fifteenth year, who being brought up by a ſevere duenna, 
and directed by Father Alexis, walked in the path of vir- 
tue: but Gaſpard Velatquez her brother, though no- 
thing had been ſpared in his education, had all the vices 
of 2 young ſpendthritt. He ſometimes lay two or three 
nights abroad; and if, at his return, his father took it 
into his head to reprimand him, Gaſpard impoſed ſi- 
lence upon him, in a tone {till higher than that of the old 
man. | 
„Scipio. (ſaid the draper to we one day) I have a 
ſon who is the ſole placue of my lite ; he i- plunged in 
all manner of debauchery: a circumitance that {urpiiſes 
me very much ; tor his education was by no means ne- 
glected. I gave him good matters, and my friend Alexis 
hath done his utmoſt endeavour to put him in the right 
road ; but he codld not tucceed : Gaſpard is fallen into 
a ſtate ©. libertiniſm. "Thou wilt fay, perhaps, that I 
treated him too gently in the beginning of his youth; 
and that he was undone by my indulgence: but that 
vas not the caſe ; he was always chaſtiſed when I 
thought he deſerved to be uſed with rigour : for good- 
natured as I am, I have refolution enough, when there 
is occaſion for it. I have even ordered him to be con- 
aned ; and the conſequence was, he bec2me more wicked* 
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than ever. In a word, he has one of thoſe bad diſpoſi. 
tions, which cannot be improved by good example, te- 
monſtrances, or chaſtilement. Heaven alone can work 
that miracle.” 

If I was not much moved at the forrow of this un- 
happy father, at leait I pretended to be ſo. 4 How 
much are you to be pitied, Sir ! (faid I) a good man like 

ou, deſerves to have a much better fon.” ** Heaven, 
my child, (anſwered he) is pleaſed to deprive me of that 


conſolation. Among other cauſes which Gaſpard gives 


me to complain of him, (added he) I will tell thee in 
confidence, there is one that makes me very uneaſy ; 
that is, the inclination which he has to rob me, and 
which he but too olten finds means to ſatisfy. in ſpite cf 


all my vigilance The lacquey, whom you ſucceed, 


was in concert with him, and tor that reaſon tut ned a- 
way. As for thee, [ hope thou wilt not ſuffer thyſelf to 
be corrupted by my ſon; but cipoule my intereſt, as Fa- 
ther Alexis has, doubtlets, exhorted thee.” © Thar 
Fil anfwer fer, (faid | :) bis reverence exhorted me a 
whole hour, to have nothing in view but your advan- 
tage: but | can alſute you, | had no need of being ex- 
horted to that: 1 feel myſelf diſpoſed to ſerve you taith- 
fully, and my zeal will prove ittelf on all occaſions 

He who hears one fide only, hears nothing, 
Young Velaiquez, who was a deviiith beau, judging by 
my phyſiognomy, that I would be as exfily ſeduced as 
my predeceſſor, took rae alide into 2 private place, and 
ſpoke to me in theſe terms: FHlark'ee, my dear, I am 
periuaded that my father has charged thee to be a ſpy 
upon my actions: take care of thytelf: i give thee no- 
tice betorehand, that thy employ men: is none of the 
molt agreeabie. If ever | perceive, that thou makeſt thy 
remarks upon me, I will cudgel thee to death; whereas, 
if thou wilt aſliſt me in cheating my father, thou may eſt 
depend upon my grautude. Mutt I be more plain with 
thee ? thou ſhalt have a ſhare of the purchaie. Make 
thy choice therefore, and declare this inſtant either for 
the lather or fon ; tor | will ad mĩt of no neutrality.” 

«+ Sir, (anſwered I) you are very thort with me; and! 
plainly perceive, that I cannot help eſpouſing your cauſe, 


though, in my heart, I fecl a reludtancy to betray dig- 
O 
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nior Velaſquez.” ** Thou oughtett to make no ſcruple 
in ſo doing: (replied Gaſpard) ne is an old miler, who 
wants to keep me (till in leading-ftrings, a wretch who 
denies me the neceſſaties of lite, in tetuſing to furniſh 
me with money tor my picatures ; for pleaſutes are the 
necetiaries of lite, at the age of five-and-twenty : thou 
muit therefore lock upon my father in that point of 
view.” *©* Enough, Sir, (taid I) there is no ſuch thin 
as holding out againſt to juſt a caule of complaint. I 
offer my lervice, to ſecond you in your laudable under- 
takinzs; but let us conceal our mutual intelligence, that 
your faithiul affociate may not be turned out of doors. 
You will do well, methinks, in affecting to hate me: ſpeak 
roughly to me before people, and do not ſpare ill lan- 
guage z even ſome boxes on the ear, and kicks on the 
breech, will not be amiſs: on the contrary, the more 
marks of averſion you beſtow upon me, the more confi- 
dence will Balthazar have of my integrity. As for my 
part, Iwill pretend to avoid your converlation: in ſerving 
you at table, I will ſeem to acquit mylelt with regret 
and when | talk of you to the apprentices, don't take it 
ul, that I rail at you with great bitterneſs.” 
« Egad ! (cried Velaſquez, hearing my laft words) I 


_ admire thy genius, my friend : thou thewell at thy age, 


an altonithing capacity for intrigue, tom whence | con- 
ceive the molt happy prefage ; ior I noge, with thy al- 
ſiltance, I ſhall not leave my father one ſingle piſtole.” 
* You Co me a great deal of honvur (laid 1) in depending 


ſo much on my induitry: I will do my utmeſt endeavour, 


to juility the good opinion you have oi my underitand- 
ing; and it | tail, at leaſt it ſhall not be my fault. 

lt was not long betore 1 let Gatpard jee that I was 
actually the man he wanted; and this is the frit ſervice 
I did him: Balthazar 3 ſtrong box ttood in his chamber, 
juſt by his bed-fide, and terved him iattead of a pew ior 
prayer. Every time | looked at it, my eye-ſight was te- 
gied; and | irequently faid to mytelt: * Friend ſtrong 
box, muſt thou be always locked to me? Shall I never 
have the plealure of contemplating thy contents?“ 
As I went whenever I pleated into this chamber, which 
was forbid to no body but Galpard, I happened one day 


to perceive his father, who thinking himtclt unobſerved. 


alter 
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after having opened and locked his ſtrong box, concealed 
the key behind a hanging I marked the place well, and 
imparted my diſcovety to my young matter, who em- 


| braced me with joy, laying, ** Ah, my dear Scipio! 


what a charming piece of news is this ? Our fortune is 
made, my child. I will this very day give thee wax, 
with which thou mayeſt take the impretſion of the key, 
and put it into my hands. I ſhall eaſily find an obli ing 
lock ſmith in Cordova ; in which; thank heaven, — 
ts no ſcarcity of rogues.” 

But why (ſaid | ro Gaſpard) would you make a falſe 
key, when we can ule the true one?“ „ Becauſe (an- 
ſwered he) my father, through dittruſt, or ſome other 
motive, may take it in his head to hide it elſeu here; and 
therefore it is better to have one for ourſelves.” | approved 
of his caution ; and yielding to his inclination, prepared 
for taking the impreflion of the key. This was execut- 
ed one morning early, while my old maſter paid a viſit 
to father Alexis, with whom he had ufually long con- 
verſations. Ibis was not all; I uſed the key in openin 
the box, which being filled with large and ſmall bags, 
threw me into a charming perplexity : 1 did not know 
which to chooſe, ſuch affection did I conceive for both 
kinds. Neverthelels, as the fear of being ſurpriſed did 
not permit me to make a long ſcrutiny, I laid hold of 
one of the largeſt at a venture: then locking the coffer, 
and replacing the key behind the hangings, I quitted the 
chamber with my prey, which I went and concealed un- 
der my bed in a {mall wardrobe, where | lav. 

Having performed this operation fo ſucceſsfully, 1 
went immediately to the young Velaſquez, who waited 
for me in a houſe, where he had appointed to meet me, 
and gave him infinite joy, by telling what | had done. 
He was ſo well fatiztied, that he loaded me with cateſſes, 
and generouſly offered me the half o: the monev which 
was in the bag: but that I refuſed, faving, “ No, no, 
Sir; this firſt bag is your own ; uſe it tor your occaſions: 


I will ſoon return to the ſtrong box, where, thank hea- 


ven, there is money enough for us both.” In effect, 
three days after this, I carried off a tecond bag, contain- 
ing, as the former, five hundred crowns, o: which I 
would receive one fourth only, notwichitanding the preſ- 
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fing inſtances of Gaſpard, that it ſhould be equally di- 


vided between us. 

As ſoon as this young man found himſelf well ſtocked, 
and, conſequently, in a condition to ſatisfy his paſſion 
for women and play, he abandoned himtelt intirely to 
both : he had even the misfortune to tall in love with one 
of thoſe famou; c2quets, who devour and fwalluw the 
largeſt patrimoaies in a very little time; and being at a 
terrible expence on her account, laid me under the ne- 
cetlity of paying ſo many viſits to the (ſtrong box, that at 
lengti old Velatquez perceived himlelt robbed. * Scipio, 
(ſaid he one morning) | mutt tell thee a ſectet: ſomebody 
robs me, my friend ; my ſtrong box has been opened, 
and ſeveral bags taken out : this is certain. Who mult 
be taxed with this thett ? Or rather, who elſe than my 
ſon Gaſpard, who has entered my chamber by ftealth, 
ot been introduced by thee ; for I am tempted to believe 
thee his accomplice, though you ſeem to hate one ano- 
ther ſo much. Neverthelets, I will not liften to my fut- 
picion, fince father Alexis hath anſwered for thy fide- 
lity.” I replied that, thank heaven, I never coveted my 
neighbour's wealth; and accompanied that lie with 
an hypocritical grimace, which ſerved inſtead of an 
apology. | | 

The ol4 man, ſure enough, ſaid no more of the mat- 
ter ; but he did not leave off including me in his ſuſpi- 
cion; and taking his precautions againtt our attempts, 
ordered his ſtrong box to be lecured by another lock, the 
key of which he always kept in his pocket. By theſe 
means, all commerce between us and the bags being 
broken, we looked very filly, efpeciaily Gatpard, whe 
being no longer able to gratity the extravagance of bis 
nymph, was atraid of loting the privilege ot viüting her. 
He had genius enough, however, to invent an expedient. 
which tuppoited his expence a few days longer: and 
that ingenious ſhift was, to appropriate to himlelf, by 
way of loan, all my thare ot the evacuations which 1 
had performed in the ſtrong box. I gave it all to the 
very laſt piece; and this, methinks, may pals tor an an- 
ucipated retticution which | made to the old merchant, 
in the perſon of his heir. | 

| The 
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The young man, when he had exhauſted this re- 
fource, conſidering that he had now none left, fell into 
a profound and gloomy ht of melancholy, which gra- 
dually diſordered his teaſon. He looked upon his father 
as the only plague of his life ; he was ſeized with the 
molt violent deſpair ; and, without liitening to the voice 
of nature, the wretch conceived the horrible deſign of 
poiſoning his parent. He not only communicated this 
execrable project to me, but even ptopoted that I ſhould 
be the inſtrument of his vengeance. Being ſtruck with 
horror at the propoſal, ** Sir, (laid I) is it pollible that 
you ſhould be ſo abandoned by heaven, as to form this 
abominable reſolution ! What! are vou capable of mur- 
thering the author of your own being? Shall it be ſaid. 
that in Spain, in the very boſom ot Chritti«nity, a crime 
was committed, the very idea of which raiſes horror in 
the moſt barbarous nations? No, my dear matter ! (ad- 
ded I, falling on my knees before him) no, you will not 
commit an action which would juſtly incenſe the whole 
world againſt you, and be attended with the moſt infa- 
mous chaſtiſement.“ | 

I faid a great many things more, to diſſuade Gaſpard 
from ſuch a guilty undertaking. 1 don't know where I 
found all the arguments of a virtuous man, which I uſed 
to combat his deſpair ; but certain it is, I ſpoke like a 
doctor of Salamanca, though I was but a boy, and no 
other than the ſon of Coſcolina. Neverthelets, in vain 
did I repreſent to him, that he ought to refleQ ſeriouſſy, 
and courageouſly repel thoſe deteſtable ſentiments which 
had taken poſſeſlion of his foul ; all my eloquence was 
ineffectual. He hung his head, and remained in ſullen 
filence : fo that | concluded he would not fwer ve from his 
reſolution, not withſtanding all I could fay. 

 Whereupon, I went and demanded a private conver- 
fation with my old maſter; to whom, when we were 
ſhut up in a room together, I faid, ** Suffer me, Sir, to 
throw myſelf at your icet, and implore your mercy.” 80 
ſaying, I fell down betore him in great agitation, with 
my countenance bathed in tears. The merchant, fur- 
priſed at my proſtration, and the diſorder of my looks, 
aſked what I had done: A deed (I replied) of which | 
now heartily repent, and with which I will upbraid 2 

ſe! 


a 


4 


ſelf as long as | live. I have been weak enough to liſten 


to your ſon, and to athiit him in ſtealing your money.” 
| then made a fincere confetſion of all that had paſſed 
on that ſubject : after Which | gave him an account of 
the convertation | had with Gatpard, u hole deſign | re- 
vealed without forgetting the leatt circumſtance. 

Bad as his opinion of his {fon was, old Velaſquez 
could ſcarce credit my information, the truth of which, 
however, having no realon to doubt; ** Scipio, (faid 
be, raiſing me, for I was itill on my knees) I pardon 
thee, in con ſideration of the important notice thou haſt 
given me. Gatlpard, (added he, railing his voice) Gaf- 
pard has a deſign upon my life! ah, ungrateful ton ! ab, 
monſter ! who had better been ſtifled in the birth, than 
allowed to live and become a parricide ! what cauſe haſt 
thou to attempt my life? | al.ow thee a reaſonable year- 
ly ſum tor thy pleaſures, and thou art not fatished ? 
Muſt I permit thee to tquander away my whole for- 
tune?” Having uttered this bitter apoſtrophe, he laid 
injunctions upon me to keep the ſecret, and faid he 
would conſider what was to be done in ſuch a delicate 
conjuncture. 

| was very anxious to know what reſolution this un- 
fortunate father would take, when that very day he lent 
for Gaſpard, and ſpoke thus to him, without maniiefting 
a tittle of what he had in his head. Son, I have re- 
ceived a letter from Rlerida, importing, that if you 
chooſe to marry, you may have a maicen of that place, 
who is but fitteen years old, perfectly handtome, and 


mittreſs of a good fortune ; if you have no reluctance to 


the marriage, we will ſet out early to-morrow for Me- 
rida, viſit the lady who is propoted, and it you find her 
to your liking, you thall etpouſe her forthwith.” Gal- 
pard hearing mention made of a good fortune, which he 
thought was already in his clutches ; anfwered without 
hefitacion, that he was ready to go: to, that next morn- 
ing at day-break, they departed by themſelves, mounted 
on two good mules. 

When they had got as far as the mountains of Feſira, 
into a place as much frequented by robbers, as dreaded 
by travellers, Balthazar alighted, deſiring his ſon to do 
the fame : the young man obeyed, and alked the * 
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of their quittiag their mules in that place. I will tell 
thee, (anſwered the old man, darting at him a look in 
which his griet and indignatioa were painted) we have 
no buſineſs at Merida; and the marriage which | men- 
tioned is only a fable | invented to bring thee hither. ] 
am not ignorant, ungrateſul and unnatural fon! I am 
not ignorant of the crime which thou hat hatched ; I 
know that I am to be preſented with a poiſon prepared 
by thee : but, fool that thou art, doſt thou flatter thyſelf 
that thou canſt deprive me of my lite, in that manner, 
with impunity ? thou art miſtaken, thy guilt would 
ſoon be dilcovered, and thou wouldit periſh by the hand 
of the hangman. There is (added he) a furer method 
of ſatiating thy rage, without expoſing” thyſelf to an ig- 
nominious death : we are here without witneſſes, in a 
place where murders are committed every day: ſince 
thou art ſo eſtranged from my blood, plunge thy poig- 
nard into my bofom, and the murder will be imputed to 
robbers” 80 ſaying, Balthazar bareing his breaſt, and 
pointing to his heart, © Here, Gaſpard, (added he) ſtrike 
the mortal blow, and punith me tor having given being 
to ſuch a wretch as thee.” 

Young Velaſquez, thunderſtruck at theſe words, far 
from ſeeking to jultity himſelf, fell without ſenſe and 
motion, at his father's feet. The good old man ſeeing 
him in that condition, which ſeemed to be the beginning 
of repentance, could not help yielding to his paternal 
weakneſs, and of flving to his aſſiſtance: but Gaſpard 
no ſooner recovered the uſe of his reaſon, than, being 
unable to bear the preſence of a father ſo juſtly incenſed. 
he made an effort to get up ; mounted his mule, and 
rode off withour ſpeaking a word. Balthazar let him 
go, and leaving him to the remorſe of his own conſcience, 
returned to Cordova, where fix months after, he learned 
that his ſon had 'thrown himſelt into the monaſtery of 
Carthuſians at Seville, there to pal: the reſt of his days 
in penitence. 


CHAP. XII. The concluſion of Scipio's hiſtory. 


AD example fometimes produces good effects. 
The conduct of young Velalquez, made me reflect 
| ſeriouſly 
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ſeriouſly upon my own ; I began to combat my thieviſh 

inclinations, and live like an honeſt man. The habit of 

ſeizing all the money | could lay my hands on, was o 
much confirmed in me, by repeated acts, that it was not 

eaſily vanquiſhed. Nevertheleſs, I did not deſpair of 
ſucceeding, imagining, that to become virtuous, requir-" 
ed onlv a ſincere deſite of being fo. I therefore under- 

took this great work, and heaven ſeemed to bleſs my ef- 
forts; I no longer beheld the old merchant's ſtrong- box 

with a covetous eye; and [ believe that had it been in 

my power, I thould not have touched one of his bags: [ 

own, however, that it would have been very impru- 

dent in him, to put my infant integrity to ſuch a 

proof; and therefore, Velatquez took care not to do 
It. | 

Don Manriquez de Medrano, a young gentleman, 
and knight of the order of Algantara, came frequently 
to our houſe ; we had his cuſtom, and if he was not 
the beſt, he was, at leaſt, the moſt noble of thoſe who 
uſed the ſhop. I had the good fortune to pleaſe that 
cavalier, who, every time he met me, encouraged me 
to ſpeak, and ſeemed to liſten with pleaſure to what I 
ſaid. ** Scipio, (ſaid he one day) if | had a lacquey 
of thy humour 1 thould think myſelf in poſſeſſion of a 
treaſure; and if thou didſt not b-long to a man, for 
whom | have a regard, I would do my endeavour to 
debauch thee from his ſervice.” “ Sir, (faid I) you 
would find it a very ealy tatk : for I have an inclination 
to ſerve people of quality, that is my foible, I am 
charmed by their enty behaviour.” * If that be the 
cale, (replied Don Mantiquez) I will defire Signior Bal- 
thazar to conſent to thy leaving him and coming into my 
ſervice ; I don't believe he will refuſe me that favour.” 
Indeed, Velaſquez granted it the more eaſily, as he did 


not think the loſs of a roguiſh lacquey irreparable : for 


my own part, | was glad of the change; the valet of a 
citizen appearing to me a mere beggar, in compariton to 
the lacquey of a knight of Alcantara. | 
To draw a faithful picture of my new patron, I muſt 
tell you, that he was a cavalier endowed with a moſt 
amiable perton, and with ſuch ſweetnets of temper and 


cultivated 
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cultivated —— as captivated every body who 
knew him: beſides he had a great deal of courage and 
probity, and wanted nothing but fortune: being cadet 
of a family more illuſtrious than rich, he was obliged 
to ſubſiſt at the expence of an old aunt who lived at 
Toledo, and who loving him as her own fon, took care 
to furniſh him with what money he wanted; he went 
always handſomely drefſed, and was perfectly well re. 
ceived every where. He viited the principal ladies of 
the city, and among others, the marchioneſs of Alme- 
nara, a widow of ſeventy two years of age; who, by 
her engaging behaviour and agreeable wit, allured the 
whole nobility of Cordova to her houte. Men as well 
as women delighted in her converſation, and her family 
was ſtiled the po/ite company. 

My maſter, who was one of the moſt aſſiduous viſi- 
ters of that lady, came home from her houſe, one even- 
ing, with an enlivened look that was not natural to him: 
upon which, I ſaid, ** Signior, you ſeem to be ſtrangely 
elevated; may your faithiul ſervant aſk the cauſe? hath 
not ſomething extraordinary happened? The knight 
ſmiled at that queſtion, and owned he was actually en- 
groſſed by a ſerious converſation which he had enjoyed 
with the marchioneſs of Almenara. * I heartily wiſh, 
(faid I laughing) that the ſuperannuated toaſt, may have 
made a declaration of love to you.” * Jellting apart, 
(anſwered he) know, my friend, that | am really beloved 
by the marchioneſs.” * Chevalier, (ſaid ſhe to me) I 
know the ſmallneſs of your fortune, as well as the noble- 
neſs of your birth: | have an inclination for you, and am 
reſolved to make you eaſy in your circumſtances, by 
marrying you, as I cannot decently make your fortune 
any other way. I know very well that this marriage 
will bring upon me the ridicule of the world; that ſcan- 
dal will be very buſy at my expence ; and that, in ſhort, 
I ſhal! paſs for an old tool, who mutt needs have ano- 


ther huſband. No matter, I intend to deſpite flander, 


in order :o make you happy: all that ] fear, (added ſhe) 
is that you may poſſibly have a reluctance to comply 
with my intentions. This (continued the knight) is the 
ſubject of her diſcourſe, which turprized me the more, 
as the is the molt vittuous and prudent woman 3 

ova; 
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dova; I anfwered, therefore, I was aſtoniſhed ſhe ſhould 
do me the honour of offering me her hand; ſhe who 
had always perſiſted in the reſolution of preſerving her 
widowhood to the litt: to this ſhe replied, that having 
a conſiderable eftate, ſhe ſhould be glad in her life-time, 
to ſhare it with a man of honour whom ſhe efteemed.” 
« You are then, I ſuppoſe (faid I) determined to hazard 
the leap,” Canſt thou doubt it? (he replied) the 
marchioneſs poſſeſſes immenſe wealth, together with ex- 
cellent qualities both of the heart and head; and muſt 
have loſt my judgment indeed, if I rejected ſuch an ad- 
vantageous ſettlement.“ ä 3 

I very much approved of my maſter's deſign, to lay 
hold of this fair occaſion to make his fortune, and even 
adviſed him to puſh matters, ſo much was I afraid to ſee 
her inclinations change. Luckily, the lady who had the 
affair ſtill more at heart than I had, gave ſuch expedi- 
tious orders, that the preparations were ſoon made for 
her marriage. As ſoon as it was known at Cordova, 
that the old marchioneſs of Almenara, was going to 
marry young Don Manriquez de Medrano, the wits be- 
gan to make themſelves merry at the widow's expence : 
but in vain did they exhauſt their ſtock of raillery, they 
could not divert her from her defign ; ſhe let the whole 
city talk, and followed her knight to the altar: their 
nuptials were celebrated with ſuch ſplendour as afforded 
new matter for ſcandal. The bride (ſaid they) might 
have, at leaſt, for the ſake of decency, ſuppreſſed all 
noiſe and pomp, which but ill becomes old widows who 
marry young huſbands. 

The marchioneſs, inſtead of appearing aſhamed of 
being at her age, wife to the chevalier, indulged herſelf 
without conſtraint, in the joy which ſhe felt on this occa- 
fion ; ſhe had a grand entertainment at her houſe, ac- 


. companied by a concert of muſick, and the feaſt ended 


in a ball, at which were preſent all the nobility of Cor- 
doya. Towards the end of the ball, our new married 
couple ſlipt off and met in an apartment, where being 
ſhut up with a waiting-woman and me, the matchionefs 


| addrefſed herſelf to my matter, in theſe words: Don 


ariquez, this is your apartment; mine is in another 
part of the houſe ; we will pals the night in ſeparate 
N 


Vol. IV. | | chambers, 


266 The ADVENTURES of 


chambers, and in the day, we will live together, like 
mother and fon. The knight was, at firſt, miſtaken, 
and believed that the lady talked thus, only to engage 
him to offer ſoft violence to her delicacy ; imagining, 
therefore, that he ought out of pure politeneſs, to act 
the paſſionate lover, he approached her, and eagerly en. 
deavouted to ſerve her in quality of valet de ng 
but the, far from allowing him to undreſs her, puſhed 
him away with a ſerious air, ſaying : © Hold, Don Man- 
riquez ; it you take me for one of thoſe amorous old wi- 
dows who marry again out of frailty, you are deceived ; 
I did not eſpouſe you, to make you buy the advantages 
which you will rape from our contract of marriage ; 
theſe are the pure offerings of my heart, and I exact no- 
thing in return, but ſentiments of friendſhip.” So ſay- 
ing, ſhe left my maſter and me in our apartment, and 
retired into her own, with her waiting-maid, ablolutely 
forbidding the chevalier to follow her. 
After — retreat, we remained a good while, con- 
ſounded at what we had heard. Scipio, (ſaid my 
maſter) didſt thou ever hear ſuch a diſcourſe as that of 
the marchioneſs?” What doſt thou think of ſuch a 
Jady?” „ I think, Sir, (anſwered I) that ſhe has not 
her fellow; you are happy in having ſuch a wife, 
which is like the poſſeſſion of a benefice without cure of 
fouls.” © As for my part, (replied Don Manriquez) I 
admire a ſpouſe of ſuch an ineſtimable character, and I 
intend to compenſate with all imaginable attention, the 
facrifice which ſhe makes to her delicacy.” Having con- 
verſed ſome time about the lady, we went to reſt; [ 
upon a truckle-bed in a wardrobe, and my maſter in a 
fine bed prepared for him, where, I believe, at bottom, he 
was not ſorry to lie alone, and to be quit for his fear only. 

The rejoicings began again next day, and the new- 
married lady appeared in ſuch good humour, as to afford 
icope to the ralliers. She was the firſt to laugh at what 
they ſaid; nay, even excited others to laugh, by receiv- 
ing their fallies with a good grace. The knight, for his 
part, ſeemed no lefs ſatisfied with his ſpoute ; and by the 
tender glances with which he looked and ſpoke to her, 
one would have thought that old age was his taſte : this 
happy covple had in the evening a new n 4 
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which it was decided, that without diſturbing one ano- 


| ther, they ſhould live for the future, in the fame manner 


as before marriage: mean while I muſt do Don Manriquez 
the juſtice to ſay, that out of conſideration for his wife, 
he did what few huſbands would have done in his place: 
he abandoned a girl in the city, whom he loved, and of 
whom be was beloved; being re:olve4 (as he ſaid) to 
maintain no commerce which would ſeem to inſult the 
delicate conduct of his wife toward: him. 
While he gave this old Jady ſuch ſtrong marks of gra- 
titude, ſhe repaid them with uſury, tho' ſhe was igno- 
rant of this behaviour, and made him maſter of her 
- box, which was, even better repleniſhed than that 
of Velaſquez: as the had retrenched her houſe- keeping, 
during her widowhood, ſhe put it again on the fame 
footing, on which it had been in the lite time of her 
firt huſband, ſhe increaſed the number of her ſervants, 
Ned ber ſtables with horles and mules; in a word, by 
her generoſity, the chevalier, who was the pooreſt, be- 
came the richeſt knight of Alcantara. You will aſk, 
haps, what I got by all this : I received fifty piſtoles 
— my miſttreſs, and one hundred from my maſter, 
who moreover, made me his ſecretary, with an appoint- 
ment of five hundred crowns ; he had even fo much 
— in my integrity, that he created me his trea- 


« His treaſurer ! (cried I, interrupting Scipio with a 
loud laugh ) ** Yes, Sir, (he replied with a dry, ſerious 
look) no leſs than his treaſurer ; and I'll venture to ſay, 
that I acquitted myſelf in that employment, with ho- 
nour. True it is, I am perhaps ſomewhat indebted to 
caſh; for, as I took my wages per advance, and quitted 
theknight's ſervice ſuddenly, it is not impotfiblz that I may 
now be in arrears: at any rate, it is the laſt reproach 
that I have deſerved, having always acted with probity 
ſince that time. 

I was, therefore, (continued the ſon of Coſcolina,) ſe- 
* and treaſurer to Don Manriquez, who ſeemed as 
well ſatisfied with me, as I was with him; when he re- 
ceived a letter from Toledo, importing that his aunt 
Donna Theadora Moſcoſo was at the point of death. 
He ſet out inſtantly, to ſee that lady who had been a 
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mother to kim, for many years, and I acebmpanied him 
in this journey, together with a valet de chambre and 
one lacquey. Being all mounted on the beſt horſes in our 
fables, we ſoon got to Toledo, where we found Donna 
Theodora in ſuch a condition as gave us hopes that the 
would not die of that diltemper ; and truly our prog. 
noſlick, tho' contrary to that of an old phyſician who 
attended her, was verified by the event. 

While the health of our good aunt was re-eſtabliſhing, 
Jeſs, perhaps, by the remedies the took than by the pte- 
ſence of her dear nephew; Mr. "Treaſurer paſſed his 
time as agreeably as he could, with young people, whoſe 
acquaintance ſoon introduced him to occaſions of ſpend- 
ing his money. They ſometimes carried me to the ten- 
nis-court, where they engaged me in play; and as 1 
was not ſo expert a gameſter as my maſter Don Abel, 
1 loſt much oftener than I won. I conceived inſenſibly 


an inclination for play ; and if I had entirely abandoned 


myſelf to that paſſion, it would, doubtleſs, have compel- 
led me to take from our cath, ſome quarters of my allow- 


ance per advance: but luckily, love ſaved both my own 


virtue and my maſter's money. One day, as I paſſed by 
the church de les Reyes, I perceived, through a lartice, the 


curtains of which were withdrawn, a young maid who 


ſeemed rather a divinity than a mortal. I would uſe a 
term till ſtronger, it there was any, to denote the im- 
preſſion which the made upon my heart. I made it my 
buſineſs to get intormation about her, and by dint of 
inquiry, learned that her name was Beatrice, and that 
the was waiting-maid to Donna Julia, ſecond daughter 
of the Count de Polan. 

Beatrice interrupted Scipio with a loud laugh, then 
addreiſing herſelf to my wie, Beautiful Antonia, (faid 
ſhe) pray look ſtedfaſtly at me. Don't you think | have 
the air of a divinity?” “ You had at that time in my 
eyes, (ſaid Scipio to her) and fince 1 no longer ſuſpect 
your fidelity, you feem to me fairer than ever.” My 
tecretary, after ſuch a gallant repartee, purſued his hil- 
tory thus: 

This diſcovery quite inflamed me ; not indeed with 3 
legitimate ardout, tor I imagined that I ſhould eaſily tri - 


umph over her virtue, by prefents capable of 3 
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but f judged amiſs of the chaſte Beatrice. In vain did 


life? her (by means of mercenary women) my purſe 
a. Aion; the rejeted my propoſals with diſdain. 
ſer reiſiltance increaſed my deſites. I had recourſe to 
the [aſk expedient, and offered my hand, which the ac- 
cepted, when ſhe knew that [| was ſecretary and treaſurer 
to Don Mantiquez. As we thought it convenient to con- 
ceal our marriage for ſome time, we were wedded pri- 
vately in preſence of Dame Loreng1 Sephori, governeſs 
of Seraphina, and ſome other domeſticks belonging to 
the Count de Polan. As ſoon as | had married Beatrice, 
ſhe facilitated the means of ſeeing and converſing with 
her at night in the garden, into which | introduced my- 
ſelf by a little door, of which ſhe gave me the key. 
Never were man and wife happier in one another, than 
Beatrice and I. We waited with equal impatience tor 
the -hour of rendezvous, ran thither with equal eager- 
neſs; and the time which we ſpent together, a it 
was ſometimes pretty log, ſeemed but a moment to 
both. | 

One night which was as fatal to me, as the others had 
been propitious, I was ſurprized at entering the garden, 
to find the little door open. I was alarmed by this un- 
common event, roi whence | cane a bad Omen. 
| grew pale and trembled, as it I had foreteen what was 
to happen; and advancing in the dark towards an ar- 
bour where I uſed to converle with my wife, | heard the 
voice of a man. | {topt all of a ſuddden, to liſten, and 


- my ear was immediately ſaluted with theſe wards, 


Dont let me [anguiſh then, my dear Beatrice ! com- 
pleat my hppinets, and conſider that your fortune is 
connected with it.” Inſtead of having paticnce to hear 
him to an end, | thought there was no occaſion tor 
knowing more. A jealous fury took poſſelſion of my 
foul ; and breathing nothing but vengeaace, I drew my 
(word, and went haſtily into the arbour. Ah! cow- 
ardly teducer, (cried I) whoſoever thou art, thou ſhalt 
looner deprive me of life, than rob me of my honour.” 
So ſaying, attacked the cavalier who was talking to 
Beatrice. He put himſelf immediately into a poſture of 
defence, and fought like a man who underſtood the art 
much better than I, who had only received a iew leſſons 
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at Cordova. Nevertheleſs, ſwords man as he was, I 
made a puſh which he could not parry ; or rather his 
toot ſlipt. I ſaw im fall; and imagining that I had 
wounded him mortally, fled as faſt as my legs coutd 
carry me, without an'wering Beatrice, who called me. 
++ Yes really (faid his wite, interrupting him) I called, 
in order to undeceive him. The cavalier with whom | 
converſed was no other than Don Fernand de Leyva. 
hat noble man, who loved my miſtreſs Julia, had form- 
ed the teſoluiion of carrying her off by ſorce, believing it 
ip ollibe to obtain her by any other means; and | my- 
felt had given him a meeting in the garden, to concert 
wilt him the Reps of that unilertaking, on which he 
atured me my fortune depended : but in vain did I call 
my huſband ; he avoided me as a wite who had been 
untuichſul is him. | 

My fituation at that time was ſuch, (reſumed Scipio) 
23 rencered m2 capable of committing any thing. I hote 
who know by experience what jealouſy is, and to what 
extravagance it drives the ſoundeſt underſtandings, will 
not be furprifed at the diforder which it produced in my 
weak brain. 1 underwent a momentary tranſition from 
ond extreme to another. I felt the emotions of hatred 
fucceced thoſe of tenderneſs which I had entertained for 
my wife a moment before, and made an oath to abandon 
zud baniſh her for ever from my memory. Beſides; I 
thought | had killed a cavalier ; and in that opinion, be- 
ins alratd of falling into the hand of ſuſtice, ſuffered 
tuat inconceivable anxiety which incetfantly purſues like 
a fury, the man who has done a bad action. In this 
horrible ſituation, my whole care being to eſcape, I did 
not go home, but inſtantly quicted Holedo, having no 
other baggage than the cloaths on my back. I 'tue in- 
deed, I had in my pocket fixty piitoles, which were 2 
pretty good reſource to a young man, who propoſed 
to live all his life in ſervice. 

] walked all night long, or rather ran ; for the images 
of Alguazi'z, which continually haunted my imagina- 
tion, ſupplied me ſtill with new vigour ; and the morn- 
ing {urprifed me be: ween Rodillas and Maqueda. When 
{ acrived at this laſt town, finding myſelf a little fatigued, 
went into the church as ſoon as it was open, and after 
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having put up a ſhort prayer, ſat down upon a bench to 
reſt me, | began to muſe upon my preſent ſituation, 
which heaven knows was perplexing enough ; but I had 
not time to make long reflections. I heard the church 
eccho with two or three ſmacks of a whip, wtach mak- 
ing me conclude that a carrier was ꝓaſſing, [ go up imme- 
diately to ſee whether or not | was miſtaken; and by 
that time I got to the door, perceived one, who being 
mounted on a mule, led two more in a leaſh. * Stop, 
friend, (ſaid I ro him) where are theſe mules a going? 
« To Madrid, (anſwered he.) I came hither with two 
dominican monks, and am going back by myſelt.” 
The opportunity that offered of travelling ro Madrid, 


inſpired me with an inclination to go thither. I made a 


bargain with the carrier, mounted one of his mules, 
and we puſhed forwards tor lileſcas, where we were to 
ſleep. Scarce had we got out of Maqueda, when the 
carrier, who was a man between thirty hve and forty 
years of age, thundered out church-finging with vaſt 
yociteration : he began with the prayers which the ca- 
nons ſing at mattins, then ſung the Credo, as it is — 
at high mals; and paſſing on to veſpers, pronounc 
them, without even ſparing the Magnificat. Altho' the 
rogue ſtunned me with his noife, I could not help laugh- 
ing, and even encouraged him to continue, when he was 
obliged to ſtop and take breath. Courage, friend, 
(aid I to him) pray go on: it heaven hath given you 
lungs, I ſee you don't put them to a bad uſe.” 
No indeed, (cried he) | am not, thank God, like the 
moſt part of carriers, who fing nothing but infamous ot 
impious fongs: I would not even repeat ballads made 
upon our wars with the Moors ; tor theſe are things at 
leaſt frivolous, if not wicked.” “ You have (faid |) 
a purity of heart rarely to be met with among mule- 
teets: with this extreme delicacy in the choice of your 
ſongs, have you likewiſe made a vow of chaſtity, with 
regard to the young wenches who live at inns upon the 
road ?” 4* Certainly, (anſwered he.) Continence is ano- 
ther thing on which J pique myſelf in theſe forts of pla- 
ces, where I mind nothing but my mules.” I was a 


Üittle aſtoniſhed to hear this pheenix of carriers talk in 


a manner ; and looking upon him as a man of ho- 
N 4 neſty 
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nefly and diſcretion, entered into a converſation with 
him, after he had ſung his fill. 

We arrived at jNeicas in the twilight, where alighting, 
at an inn, I left the care of the mules to my companion 
and went into the kitchen, where | ordered the landlord 
to prepare a gcod fupper. Il is he promiſed to do fo 
efteQually, that I ould remember I had lodged at his 
houſe the longeſt day 1 had to live. Aſk, (faid he) 
alk your carrier, what fort of a man I am. Ecod! J 
will dety all the ccoks of Madrid and Toledo to make an 
Ola prariva comparab's to thoſe that I compoſe. I will 
treat you this night with 2 ragout of rabbit dreſſed in my 
manner, and ycu Ci! tee whether or not | have reaſon 
to boait or my fxiil.” I hereupcn ſewing me a ſauce- 
pan, where: there was (as he faid) a young 14bbit al- 
ready minced : * There added he) is what 1 intend 
to give you. VWhea | have once put in ſome pepper, 
ſalt, wine, a handiul of tweet herbs, and other ingre- 
dients which I ute in my ſauces, I hope to terve you in a 
little time with a ragout worthy a judge. 

The landlord after having thus tounded his own praiſe, 
began to drefs ſuppet; and while it was doing. 1 went 
into the hall, where tinding a kind of couch, I lay 
down, to ifleep off my fatigue, having had no ref the 


night before. In two hours the carrier waking me, 


faid, ** Miſter, your ſupper is ready; come, it you 
pleaſe, and ſit down at table.” There was one in anc- 
ther room, with two covers, at which my fellow travel- 
ler and I fitting down, the ragout was ſerved. I at- 
tacked i; with a greedy appetite, and found it of an ex- 
quiſite relith, whether hunger made me judge too fa- 
vourably of ir, or that my ſatisfaction was the effect of 
the cook's ſkill. We had allo a plute ot roatl mutton 
and l, remarking that the carrier did honour to this laſt 
dith onlv, aſked v hy he abſtained from the other. He 
anfwered wich a {mile, that he did not lose ragouts. 
"This reply, or rather the (mile with which it was accom- 
anied, ſeemiag to me mylterious, © You conceal (laid 
} the true reaſon that hinders you from eating the ta- 
gout ; pray, do me the pleaſure of letting me know it.“ 
6 Since you are to curious to know it, (he replied) I will 
tell you, that I have loathed all theſe torts of _— 
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fince, in going once from Toledo to Cuengr, they 
brought me for lupper at an inn x haſhed cat inſicad ot 
a rabbit, and that gave me a ditguſt at all kricaſſees.“ 

The carrier had no ſooner ſpoke theie words than in 
ſpite of the hunger that devoured me, my appetite for- 
ol me all of a ſudden. I took it ia my head, that ! 
had eaten of a pretended rabbit, and could no longer 
look at the ragout without making wry faces. Niy com- 
panion did nat cure me of this conjecture, when he told 
me, that it v a3 a common thing among the ; inn. keepe rs of 
Spain, as well as the pattry-Ccok3, "i (ubttute that 
uid pro gs This diſcourſe, you fee, was very oak 
ing; and therefore, I had not the lea ſt inclination to te- 
turn to the ragout, nor even to touch the roaſt- meat, left 
the mutton might be as mucn — ted as the rabbit. 
I roſe from t2 ble, curſing the ragout; the lan- "ut 174d and 
Fis inn; and lying down again up N. lettce, paſſed 
the reſt of che nig Mt more qt ietly than I had expected. 
Next morning e tr! after haviag 7 paid, the lin- f ord aa 
hand:omec!y, as ic 1 had been extreme!; well treated, I 
departed tiom Ilieicas ' my imagi. tion mill fo full os 
the ragout, that 1 fancied every animal which I tavw was 
2 cat. 

| arrive in good time at Madrid, w acre; as ſoon as I 
had fatizfied my carrier, | hired a {mill room near the 
ſun-gite. Xline eves, thou zh accuſte med* to quality, 
were dazzled by th views COncgurie of noblen nen, who 
ulually appeared in the cout end of the town. 1 14- 
mired the prodigious quantity of coaches. and the ins 
nite number of gentlemen, pages and Hacqqueys WHO at- 
tended the great. My admiration dou! bled, WACN ga- 
ing to the King'; leves, | beheld that monarch turroun- 
ded by TE CUUTLULTS, [ Was Tharme! it the 11 gat, and 
faid within myſelt, I am no longer urprite at what 5 
have heard, that ore cannot poſudly conceive the ma 
niticence of the court of Madrid » witudut being an 4 
witneſs of it: | am oben, ed at my coming 8 
where l foretce I ſhall be abi to do ſom chi: ig. All that 
I could perform however, was to contact 2 few unpro- 
fitable acquaintanccs. l gracua',) iy ſpent all my money, 
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and thought my'(eli ver lucky in hauing an opportunity 
of TIS * lelx . n al my metit upon a pedint of 
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Salamanca, whom a family affair had brought to Ma. 
drid, where he was born, and with whom 1 grew ac- 
quainted by accident. I became his fac tetum; and when 
he returncd to the univerſity, followed him thit | 
The name of my new patron was Don Agnacio de 
Ipigna: he aſſumed the Don, becauſe he had been pre- 
ceptor to a duke, who, by way of recompence, ſettled 
upon him a penſion for life; he enjoyed another as eme- 
ritus profeſſor of the college; and he drew yearly from 
the publick, a revenue of two three hundred piſtoles, 
by the books of dogmatical morality which he printed. 
"The manner in which he compoſed his works, well de- 
ſerves honourable mention. He ſpent almoſt all the day 
in reading Hebrew, Greek and Latin authors, and in 
writing upon ſmall ſquares of paper each apopthegm ot 
brilliant thought which he met with. As theſe ſquares 


: mo 
: were filled, he employed me to ſtring them upon wire, Cat 
| in form of a garland, and each garland made a volume. pol 
Wat a world of bad books did we compoſe! every ing 
month almoſt we finiſhed two volumes, and immedi- lit: 
ately the preſs groaned with them. What was moſt 3 
turprifing, he publiſhed theſe his compilings as per- thi 
| tormances entirely new; and if the criticks thought fal 
| proper to upbraid him with having pillaged the antients, pri 
| he weuld anſwer with maſt haughty aſſurance, Furto læ- 
f tamur in 1þ/0. | pa 
i! He was alſo a great commentator ; and there was | th 
| ſo much erudition in his annotations, that he frequently pe 
| made remarks on things ſcarce worthy to be obſerved ; te 
| and ſometimes wrote upon his paper ſquares paſſages from El 
Hefiod and other authors, very little to the purpoſe. pe 
That 1 improved my underſtanding in the ſervice of this n. 
virtuoſo, it would be ungratetulin me to deny. I brought 5 
my hand-writing to perfection, by dint of tranſcribing 1 
his works. And as in treating me like a pupil, rather 
than a valet, he took care to cultivate my capacity ; he tl 
was alſo far from neglecting my morals. *+ Scipio, (he y 
would ſay, when he heard of any piece of knavery com- n 
mitted by a ſervant) beware, my child, of following the fl 
bad example of that rogue; a valet ought to ſerve his e 
maſter with equal fidelity and zeal.” In a word, Don | A 


Ignacio ioſt no occaſion of inculcating virtue in me; * 
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kis exhortations had ſuch a good effect, that | was never 


* in the leaſt tempted to play him a trick during the fiſteen 
_ months which I ſpent in his houſe. 
od have already oblerveil, that DoQtor de Ipigna was 
originally of Madrid, where he had a kinſwoman called 
— Catalin i, chamber-maid to the prince's nurfe. This 
— waiting-maid, who is the ſame whom I ſince made uſe 
d of to procure Signior de Santiilane's enlargement from the 
4 tower of Segovia, being deſitous of doing a good office 
= for Don Ignacio, engaged her mittrets to aſk a benetice 
„ for him from the Duke of Letma U hat minitter granted 
I. him a nomination to the archdeaconty of Granada, 
* | which being in a conquered country, is in the gitt of the 
* King. We let out tor Madtid, as ſoon as we learned 
A this piece of news, the Doctor intending to thank his 
w beneſactreſſes betore his departure to Granada. I had 
of more than one opportunity of ſeeing and ſpeaking to 
„ Catalina, who was pieaſed with my ealy air and gay diſ- 
. poſition. For m part, I found her fo much to my lik- 
4 | ing, that | could not help making ſuitable returns to the 
4 | little marks of friendſhip which the beſtowed upon me. 
b In fine, we contracted a mutual attachment. Forgive 
. this confeſſion, my Gear Beatrice; as I believed you 


falſe, that miſtake ought to ſcreen me from your te- 
proaches. 

Mean while Doctor Don Ignacio preparing for his de- 
parture to Granada, his relation and I, frightened at 


e the ſeparation that threatened us, had recourte to an ex- 
pedient which preferved us from that misfortune. I 
ö teigned myſelf fick, complained of my head and breaſt, 
and affected all the ſymptoms of a moſt violent dittem- 
per. My maſter called a phyſician, who having exa- 
mined me with care, fincerely owned, that my diſtem- 


per was a very terious matter, and that in ail likelihood 
I ſhould keep my chamber a long time. 

The Doctor, ii cient to be at his cathedra!, did not 
think proper to clay his deportuie, but took another 
young man inte his lervice, leaving met the cares of a 
nurle, with hom ke depoſed a tum of money, to de- 
fray the expence of in, runcral it I ſhould die, or to re- 
eompence my ervice if I ſhould recover of my diſeaſe. 

A ſoon as | underttood that Don Ignacio. was gone, all 
| | my 
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my complaints vaniſhed. I got out of bed, diſmiſſed my 
phy ſician who had fo much penetration, and got rid of 
my nurie who itole more than half of the money with 
which ihe had been enttuſted in my behalf, While I 
acted this part, Catalina performed another with her mi- 
{trets Donna Anna de Guevara, whom, by perſuading her 
that | was admirable in intrigues, ſhe induced to chooſe 
me for one ot her agenis. Madam nurſe, whom her 
avarice always ſtimulated to new undertakings, havin 

occation ter ſuch people, received me into her family, 
and in a .ittie time put my abilities to the proof. She gave 
me commitſian; which required ſome addrelts ; and with- 
bert vanity, I did not acquit mytelf amits. Wherefore, 
the was as ue pleaſed with me, as I had cauſe to be diſ- 
ſatizhed with her This lady was ſo Covetous, that ſhe 
would not allo me the lcaſt ſhare of the fruits which 
ſhe reaped trom ny indutiiy and trouble. She imagined, 


that ſhe aCted wit! great generoſity in paying my wages 


punctually. ths excets of avarice would have ſoon in- 
duced me to quit her {ervice, had I not been retained by 
the akection of Catalina, which kindling every day more 
and more, the p ropoſed in a iormal manacr, that 1 ſhould 
take her to wife. 

% Soltly, my dear, (faid I) that ceremony can't be 
performed betwcen us lo toon. I mull fut be convinced 
of the ceath of a young woman who got the flart of 
you, and to whom ter my has) I am married.” * Not 
you indeed, (repiued Catalina) you only fay fo, to con- 
ceal in a polite manner the reluctance you have to wed 
me. In vain did | protelt that 1 ſpoke the truth. She 
looked upon my fincere confeſſion as a ſhift; and be- 
ing offended at it, changed her behaviour towards 
me. We did not quairel, but our correſpondence viſi- 
bly cooled, and we no longer retained tor one ano- 
ther any other ſentiments than thote of decency and 
common regard. 

At this juncture, I heard that Signior Gil Blas de San- 
tillane, ſecretary to the prime miniſter of the Spanith 
monarchy, wanted a lacquey; and this place Rattered 
me the more, as it was repreſented the molt agreeable 
one that I cou'd poſſeſ. © Signior de Santillane (ſaid 
peo le ta me) is a pe: n beloved by the Duke of Ler- 
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ma, and of conſequence cannot fail of puſhing his ſor- 
tune a great way: beſides, he is very generous; fo 
that in managing his affairs, you will eifectually improve 
your own.” | did not neglect this opportunity. | 
went immediately, and preſented myteli to Signior Gil 
Blas, for whom, at firit ſighr, I felt a growing inclina- 
tion, and who admitted me into his ſervice on account 
of my phyſiognomy. I did not heſitate in quitting 
the nurte for him, and, 1t it pleale heaven, he ſhall be 
my lait maſter. 9 

Here Scipio finiſhed his hiſtory; then addreſſing him- 
ſelf to me, ** Signior de Santillane. aid he) pray wit- 
neſs for me to thee ladiez, that you have always found 
me 2 7eiious aud faithful ſervant. I have need of 
your teſtimony to perſuade them that the ſon of Co- 
colina has purged his morals, and that virtuous ſenti- 
ments have ſucceeded his vicious inclinations.” 

Mes, ladies, (id J) this is what [| can anſwer 
for: it Scipio in his childhood was a real Picaro, he 
has corrected his conduct lo well ſince that time, that 
he is now the model of a pertect ſetvant. Far from 
lav ing cauſe to blame his behaviour towards me. I muſt 
own that I lie under great obligations to him. The 
night on which | was apprehended, to be carried to 
the tower of Segovia, he taved trom pillage, and ſe- 
cured a part of my etfects. which he might have ap- 
propriat.d to himſelf with impunity. He not only 
preterved my money, but allo, through pure ſtiendſhip, 
came and ſhut himfelf up with me in prifon, preferring 
the melancholy pleaſure ot thaiing my forrows to all the 
Harms at liberty. 
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CABLES ESTATES 
BOOK XL 


CHAP. IT. Gil Blas is overwhelmed with joy, which- 
is diſturbed by a melancholy event. Such changes happen 
at court, as induce Santillane to go thither again. 


Have already obferved, that there was great harmon 

between Antonia and Beatrice ; the laſt being uſed to. 
ſive like a fubmiſſive waiting- woman, and the other ha- 
bituating herlelf to act the millreſs. Scipio and I were 
huſbands of too much gallantry, and too well beloved by 
our wives, to be long without children: they grew preg- 
nant almoſt at the fame time. Beatrice, who was the 
firſt delivered, brought into the world a girl ; and a few 
days after, Antonia crown'd my happinels, in bringing 

forth a Boy. I fent my ſecretary to Valencia with this 
iece of news for the governor, who came to Lirias with 
| wanting and the marchioneſs of Pliego, to ſtand god- 
mothers to the children, being pleaſed to add this token 
of affection to thoſe I had already received. My fon, 
whoſe godfather and god-mother were that nubleman and 
the marchioneſs, was chriſtened Alphonſo ; and my lady 
| erg willing that I ſhould have the honour of being 
oubly her gollip, ſtood with me tor Scipio's davghter, 
to whom we gave the name of Seraphin... 

Not only the people of my family were rejoiced at the 
birth of my fon. The inhabitants of Lirias likewiſe ce- 
lebrated it by feaſts, which Heu ed that the whole village 
partook of their maſter's pleature. But alas! our re- 
Joicings were not of long duration: or rather, they were 
all of a ſudden converted into groans, complaints and la- 
mentations, by an event which more than twenty years 
have not been able to make me forget, and which will 
ever be preſent to my thoughts: My ſon died, and his 
mother, tho” ſafely delivered, ſoon followed him; a vio- 
lent fever robbed me of my dear wife, fourteen months 


after we had been married. Let the reader conceive, if 
potlibiny 
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le, the ſorrow with which I was ſeized. I fell into 
z tate of ſtupid dejection ; and felt my loſs ſo much, that 
[ ſeemed quite inſenſible. I was in this condition five or 
fix days, during which, I would take no ſuſtenance ; and 
had it not been for Scipio, | believe | ſhould either have 
let myſelf die of hunger, or have loſt my reaſon entirely; 
but that dextrous ſecretary found means to beguile my 
ief, by conforming himſelf to it : he made me ſwallow 
broths, by the art of preſenting them with ſuck a morti- 
fed look, as if he gave them not ſo much with a view of 
preſerving my lite, as of nurſing my affliction. 

This affectionate ſervant, having written to Don Al- 
honſo, an account of my misfortune, and the deplorable- 
tuation in which I was ; that tender and compaſſionate 

nobleman, that generous friend, repaired immediately to 


_ Lirias. I cannot without being melted, recal the mo- 


ment in which he preſented himſelf to my view : © My 
dear Santillane ! (ſaid he, embracing me) I am not come 
hither to conſole you; | ara come to mourn with you, 
for Antonia, as you would mourn with me, had fate 
robbed me of my Seraphina. In effect, he ſhed tears and 
mingled his ſighs with mine: So that, overwhelmed as: 
I was with ſorrow, I had a lively ſenſe of Don Alphonſo's. 
goodneſs. 

This governour having had a long conference with, 
Scipio, about the means of vanquiſhing my grief; they 
concluded that I muſt for ſome time, be removed from 
Lirias, where every thing recalled inceſfantly to my mind, 
the image of my poor Antonia; upon this, Don Czſar's 
foa propoted to carry me with him to Valencia, and my 
ſecretary ſeconded him fo well, that I yielded to his pro- 
polal. I left Scipio and his wife at my houſe, every part 
of which, indeed, ſerved only to increaſe iny affliction, 
and ſet out with the governour. When arrived at Va- 
lencia, Don Cæſar and his daughter-in-law, ſpared no- 
thing to. divert my chagrin ; they entertained me by 
turns, with all the amuſements that ſeemed proper to diſ- 
pel it; but in ſpite of all their endeavours, I continued, 
as much as ever, plunged in the molt 2 melan- 
choly. It was not Scipio's fault, that I did not reſume 
my tranquillity ; he came often from Lirias to Valencia, 
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to know how I was, and returned ſad or gay, as he per- 
ceived me more or lets diſpoſed to receive conſolation. 

One morning, entering my chamber, “ Sir, (ſaid he 
with great emotion) there is a report in the city, which 
Pound « the whole kingdom ; it is faid that Philip the 
third is no more, and that the prince his fon, is now upon 
the throne ; nay more (added he) that the cardinal duke 
of Lerma has loft his poſt, that he is even forbid the 
court, and that Don Galpard de Guzman“, Count 
d Oliivarez, is now piime miniſter.“ I felt myſelf agi- 
tated by this piece o news, without knowing wherefore; 
and Scipio perceiving it, aſked if I was any how affected 
by this great change. * Way thould it affect me, my 
child? (taid ) I have quitted the court, and ought to 
look with indiierence, upon all the changes that can 
happen there.” 

« For a man of your age, (replied the ſoa of Coſco- 
Jina,) you are very much Cetached from the world; 
were | in your place, I ſhould have a longing deſire to 
. go to Madiid, and her my face to the young monarch, 
to ſee it he would remember me: this is a pleaſure in 
which I would induige rzvielt.” * I] unceritand thee, 
(aid I) thou wouldſt have me return to court, and try 
fortune a- new, or rather to grow ambitious and covetous 
again.” * Why thou!d your morals be cortupted! (an- 
ſwered Scipio) have more confidence in ur oven virtue; 
] will antwer tor your conduct; the wholelorae reflec- 
tions which you made upon the court, during your diſ- 

race, will ſcreen you from the perils out: re-embark 
boldly upon a fe1, the ſnelves of which you are ſo well 
acquainted with.”  * Peace, flatterer, (laid I, interrupt- 
ing him with a imite,) art thou tired of ſeeing me lead a 
quiet life? I thought thou hadit 2 greater regard for my 
repoſe. | 


Don Gap N de Curmer, Duke of St. Lunar C2 Brvomeda, and 
Count d'O'ivare?, upon the death of Ph. lip the third, and d ſ:race of 
the Cardinal Duke © Lorna became prime min ſter to Filip the 
fou' th, and enteo) ed, at one time, the polls ot great i T.beria;n, high 
chancei'o of (nv Ide, treatuter enen al of ra, on, ſupreme (Oun- 
ſellor of ſtate, chicf maiter of the ne, captain central of the whole 
Spa3uh cavauy, and goveraur of Guippicua, Is 
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In this part of our converſation, Don Cæſar and his 
fon coming in, confirmed the news of the king's death, 
as well as the Duke of Lerma's misſortune; they more- 
over told me, that this miniiter having aſked leave to te- 


turn to Rome, it was refuted, and he was ordered to re- 


pair to his marquitate at Denia; then, as if they had 
been in concert with my ſecretary, they adviſed me to go 
to Madrid, and prefent myſelt ty the new king, fince I 
was known to him, and had even done him ſuch ſervice 
as the great always recompence with pleaſure. * As 
for my part, (ſaid Don Alphonſo,) 1 don't doubt but he 
will be zrateſul, and that Philip the fourth will pay the 
debts of the prince of Spain.” I am of the ſame opt- 
nion, (faid Don Cæſar.] and look upon Santillane's jour= 
ney to court as an occaſion for him to arrive at great pre- 
ferment.” | 
« Truly, gentlemen, (eried I) you don't conſider 
what you fay ; to hear you, one would think I had no- 


thing to do but repair to Madrid, in order to have the 


golden key or {ome government conterred upon me: 

you are miltaken ; I am, on the contrary, perſuaded that 

the king would take no notice of my perſon, were I to 
* 92 * * - 
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order to ditabuſe you.” The noblemen ot Leyva. took 


me at my word, and I could not help promiſing that I 
would immediately tet out tur Madrid. As foon as my 
ſecretary ſaw me determined on the journey, he ſelt an 
immoderate joy: he imagined that I ſhould no ſooner ap- 
pear beiore the new monarch than that prince would diſ- 
tinguiſh me in the croud, and load me with honours and 
wealth : thereupon, feeding his tancy with the moſt 
ſplendid chimeras, he raid me to the firſt offices of the 
liate, and preterred himici! by the help of my elevation. 
I got ready, theretore, to return to court, not with a 
view ot ſacrificing again to fortune, but to ſatisfy Don 
Cæſar and kis fon, who imagined that I ſhould ſoon poſ- 
ſets the favour of my ſovereign. True it is, | myſelt felt 
at bottom tome delire of trying if the young prince would 
know me again: attracted by this emotion of curioſity, 
without hope or deſign of reaping any advantage from 
the new reign, I departed with Scipio, for Madrid. 
leaving 
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leaving the care of my houſe to Beatrice, who was an ex. 
cellent œconomiſt. 


CHAP. IT. Gil Blas arrives at Madrid, and ab- 


pears at court the King remembers and recommend; him 
to his prime miniſter. The conſequence of that recommen- 
dati 


on. 
W prince Madrid in lefs than eight days, Don Al- 
P 


onſo having accommodated us with two of 
his bett horſes, that we might make the greater diſpatch; 
and we alighted at a furnithed houſe where I lodged be- 
fore, belonging to Vincent Forrero, my old landlord, 
who was very glad to fee me again. 

As this was a man who piqued himſelf upon knowin 
every thing that happened, both at court and hs; | 
aſked if there was any thing new. * A great many 
things: (anſwered he) ſince the death of Philip the third, 
the triends and partifans of the Cardinal Duke of Lerma, 
have beſtitred themſelves to maintain his eminency in the 
miniſtry ; but their efforts have been ineffectual: the 
Count d'Olivarez has got the better of them all. It is 
faid, that Spain loſes nothing by the change, and that 
the new prime-miniſter has a genius of tuch vaſt extent, 
that he is able to govern the whole world : heaven pre- 
ſerve him. What i certain, (added he) is, that the peo- 
ple have conceived the higbeſt opinion of 1 capacity; 
and we ſhall fee in the end, whether the Duke of Lerma, 
is well or ill replaced.“ Forrero having thus opened. 
gave me an account of all the changes which had been 
made at court, fince the Count d Olivarez ſteered the 
helm of the monarchy. v 

Two days after my ar:ival at Madrid, I went to court 
in the afternoon, and put myſelf in the King's way, as 
he went into his cloſet ; but he did not look at me: 1 
returned next day, to the ſame place, but was not more 
fortunate. IL he third time, he caſt his eye upon me, as 
he paſfed, but teemed to take no notice of my perton ; 
whereupon I came to a determination, and faid to Scipio 
who accompanied me, Thou ſeeſt that the King does 
not remember me, or if he does, has no mind to renew 
the acquaintance ; I believe it will not be amils for 2 

| . * 
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ſet out upon our return to Valencia. Not fo faſt, Sir» 
replied my fecretary) you know better than I, that ſuc- 
cels at court is only to be obtained by patience ; don't 
ceaſe ſhewing yourſelf to the prince; by dint of perſeve - 
rance in appearing betore him, you will oblige him to 
conſider you more attentively, and to recal the features 
of his agent with the fair Catalina ” 

That Scipio might have nothing to reproach me with, 
I had the complaitance to continue the ſame conduct, 
during three weeks; and one day, at length, the mo- 
narch, ſtruck with my appearance, ordered me to be 
calle in; and | entered his cloſet, not without great dif- 
order, to find mytelf tete à tete with my ſovereign. 
« Who are you? (ſaid he) I remember your face, but 
cannot recollect where [| have feen you.” Sir, (an- 
{wered I trembling) I had the honour to conduct your 
Majeſty. ons a. with the Count de Lemos, to the 
houſe of ————” * Oh! I remember it, (ſaid the 
Prince interrupting me) you was ſecretary to the Duke of 
Lerma, and it I am not miſtaken, your name is Santil- 
lane. I have not forgot that you ſerved me with abund- 
ance of zeal on the occaſion, and that you was very ill 
tewarded for your pains: was not you impriſoned tor that 
adventure ?” “ Yes, Sir, (faid |) 1 was fix months in 
the tower of Segovia, from whence your goodneſs de- 
livered me.” * That (anfwered he) does not acquit me 
of the obligation; it is not enough to ſet you at liberty, 
I ought to recompence you for the misfortune which you 
ſuffered tor love of me. | 

Juſt as the prince had pronounced theſe words, the 
Count d'Olivarez entered the cloſet. A favourite takes 
umbrage at every thing : he was aſtoniſhed ro find a 
ſtranger there: and the King redoubled his ſurprize, in 
ſaying to him: Count, I recommend this young man 
to you; employ him in fome ſhape or other, and take 


care of his advancement.” The miniſter affected to re- 
cetve this order with a gracious look, eying me from head 
to foot, and very anxious to know who | was. © Go, 
friend, (ſaid the monarch to me, making a ſign for me 
to retire,) the Count will not fail to — you in an 
advantageous manner, both for my ſervice and your own 
intereſt. 


I immediately 


28 The ADVENTURES ef 


I immediately quitted the clolet, and tejoined the fon 
of Colcolina, who, extremely impatient to know what 
the King bad ſaid to me, remained in the utmoit agita- 
tio. He aiked me torthwith, whether we muit retutn 
to Valencia or ttay at court? Thou ſhalt judge (faid 
I:) chen 1 overwhelmed him with joy, in recounting to 
him, word tor word, the thort cenveriation which | had 
with the Ring. My dear matter, (taid Scipio to me, 
when he heard it) will you diſtruſt my almanacks again? 
conteſs that the lords of Leyva and |, weie not :o bm 
in exhorting you to take a trip to. Magri.!. I already ſee 
you in tome eminent poſt, you wil become the Calde- 
rona of Count d'Olivarez. “ "That is not at all what ! 
with ; (ſaid | interrupting him) | have no ambition ſor a 
place which is environed with ſo many precipices. [ 
would rather have an employment in which | ſhould have 
no occaſion to do injuſtice, or carry on a ſhameſul traf- 
fick of my prince's tavours : aſter the uſe | made of my 
paſt credit, I cannot be too much upon my guard again 
avarice and ambition.” * Come, Sir, (replied my ſe- 
cretary,) the miniſter will give you ſome good poſt, 
which you may fill without ccaling to be an honeſt man.“ 

More urged by Scipio, than by mv own cuiioſity, I 
went next day to the houſe of Count d'Olivarez, before 
tun-riſe, having been informed that every morning, in 
ſummer and winter, he gave audience by candle-light. 
I modettly took my flation in the corner ot the hall, 


from whence I narrowly obterved the Count when he 


appeared ; ior | had but a ſuperficial view of him, in the 
King's cloſet : he was taller than the, middle ſize, and 
might have paſſed for a tat man, in 2 country where we 
ſee none almoſt but lean people: his fhoutders were lo 
high, that I thought him hunch-backed, tho' he was 
not fo: his head, which was extremely large, hung 
down upon his breail ; his hair was black and (traight, 
his viſage long, his complexion ot an olive colour, his 


mouth turk in, and his chin peeked and turned upwards 
at the end “. 


lt was probably on acconnyt of this his diſadvantegeous figure, 
the t he commonly gave audience tom h. coach, or received people, 
Etting. | 


All 
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All this together, could not make a very handſome 
anpeatance ; nevertheleſs, as | believed him to be well 
Fhofed towards me, | looked upon him with a favour- 
able eye, and even found him agreeable, True it is, he 
treated every body with an affable and pleafant air, and 
very graciouſly received the memo: 1als which were pre- 
ſented to him: and this ſeemed to ſupply the place of a 
good perion. Mean while, when I advanced in my turn 
to ſalute him, and make myſelf known, he darted a rude 
and threatning look at me; then turning his back, with- 
out deigning to hear me, returned into his cloſet. I now 
thought him more ugly than he was naturally, went out 
of the hall, very much confounded at ſuch an unfavour- 
able reception, and did not know what to think of the 
matter. | 
Having rejoined Scipio, who waited for me at the door, 
« Doſt thou know, (ſaid I) what reception I have met 
with?“ + No. (anſwered he) but it is not difficult to 
gueſs the minilter, ready to conform himſelf to the 
pleaſure of his prince, has doubtleſs, offered you ſome 
conſiderable employment.” © There you are miftaken,” 
(I replied) telling him at the ſame time, in what manner 
I had been received. Having liſtened attentively, he 
ſaid, * The Count muſt have forgot you, or mittaken 
you for ſomebody elte; | adviſe you to wait on him a- 
uin, and I am ture he will treat you with another fort 
of look,” I followed my fecretary's advice, and pre- 
ſented myſelf the ſecond time, before the miniſter, who 
treated me ſtill worfe than at firſt, frowned at me, as if 
the ſight of me had given him pain, turned his eyes a- 
nother way, and retired without ſpeaking one word. 
| waz touched to the quick, by his behaviour, and 
tempted to depart immediately for Valencia-: but this, 
Scipio did not fail to oppoſe ; being unwilling to re- 
nounce the hopes which he had conceived. ** Doſt thou 
not fee, (121d to him) that the Count wants to remove 
me from court? the King has expreſſed to him, ſome re- 
gard for me, and that is ſufficient to bring upon me, the 
averſion of his favourite; let us yield, my child, let us 
yield with 2 good grace to the power of ſuch a formid- 
able foe” * Sir, (anſwered he, incenſed againſt the 
Count d'Olivarez,) I would not fo eaſily quit my une z 
| wou 
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I would go and —_— to his Majeſty, of the little re. 
gard which the miniſter ſhews to his recommendation.” 
„ Bad counſel, my friend; (faid I) if I ſhould take that 
imprudent ſtep, I would ſoon repent it ; nay, I believe I 
run {ome riſk in tarrying in this city.” 

My ſecretary began to weigh theſe words, and con- 
ſidering that we had actually to do with a man who might 
make us reviſit the tower of Segovia, he partook of my 
fear, and no longer oppoſed my defire of quitting 
Madrid, from whence | reſolved to move the very next 
day. 


CH AP. III. G1 Blas is hindered from executing his 


reſolution to leave the court, and receives an important 


piece of ſervice from Toſeph Navarro. 


N my return to my lodging, I met my old friend 
Joſeph Navarro, clerk of the kitchen to Don Bal- 
thazar de Zuniga. I went up to him, ſaluted him, and 
aſked if he knew me, and if he would ftill be fo good as 
to ſpeak to a wretch who had repaid his friendſhip with 
ingratitude. ** You confeſs then, (ſaid he) that you 
have not uſed me extremely well?” «+ Yes; (anſwered 
I) and you have a right to load me with reproaches : 1I 
deſerve them all, if I have not already expiated my crime, 
by the remorſe which attended it.” Since you have 
repented of your fault, (replied Navarro, embracing me) 
I ought no longer to remember it.” I, on my part, 
hugged Joſeph in my arms ; and we reſumed our former 
ſentiments for each other. 
He had heard of my impriſonment, and the diforder 
of my affairs, but was ignorant of what followed. I in- 
formed him of all, and even recounted to him the con- 


verſation I had with the king, not concealing the bad te- 


ception [| had met with from the miniſter, no more than 
my deſign of retiring again to my folitude. ** Beware 
of going thither, ( ſaid de) ſince our monarch has ex- 
preſſed a fricndfhip for you: it muſt certainly be of ſome 
ſervice. Between you and me, the Count d'Olivarez 
has à very fingular ditpoſicion, and is full of whims : he 
ſometimes, as on this occaſion, acts in a very unaccount- 


able manner; and nobody but himſelf has the key of his 
irregular 
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irregular behaviour. Finally, whatever reaſons he may 


have for receiving you in this manner, ſtick cloſe to the 
buſineſs ; he will not hinder you from profiting by the 
prince's bounty; this is_what | aſſure you: I will men- 
tion it this evening to Signior Don Balthazar de Zuniga, 
my maſler, who is uncle to the Count d'Olivarez, and 
ſhares with him the cares of government. Navarro 
having told me this, aſked a direction to my lodging : 
and ſo we parted. 

It was not long before F ſaw him again. Coming to 
me next day. Signior de Santillane. (ſaid he) you have 
a protector in my malter, who will favour you with his 
ſupport. On account of the good character which I 

ve of you, he has promiſed to ſpeak in your behalf to 
bis nephew the Count d'Olivarez, whom 1 hope he will 
prepoſſeſs in your favour.” My friend Navarro, who 
did not ſerve me by halves, introduced me two days 
after, to Don Balthazar *, who ſaid to me with a cour- 
teous look. Signior de Santillane, your friend Joſeph 
has ſpoke ſo well of you, as to engage me in your inte- 
reſts.” I made a profound bow to Signior de Zuniga ; 
and anſwered, that I ſhould all my life have a lively 
ſenſe ot the obligation I lay under to Navarro, for having 
procured for me the proteQtion of a miniſter who was 
juſtly ſtiled The /ight of the council, Don Balthazar, at 
this flattering reply, clapt me on the ſhoulder, ſaying 
with a ſmile, * You may go again tomorrow to the le- 
vee of the Count d'Olivarez, with whom you will be 
better ſatisſied than before.” 

I appeared therefore, the third time, before the prime 
miniſter ; who, having diilinguithed me in the croud, 


| honoured me with a tmiling look, from whence I con- 


ceived a good omen. This goes well, (laid I to myſelf:) 
the uncle has made the nephew hear reaſon.” I now ex- 
pected a favourable reception; and my expectation was 
tulfilled : the Count, after having given audience to eyery 
body, ſent for me to his cloſer, where he ſaid to me, 
with a familiar air, © Friend Santillane, forgive me for 


* Don Balthazar de Zuniga Count de Monterez, was great com- 
mander of Leon, governor to Phiup the Fourth king of Spain, am- 
haſlado at Rome and Vienna, and prefideat of the Italick council. 


having 
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having thrown thee into perplexity, for my diverſion; 
I pleated myſelf with giving thee uneaſineſs, in order 
to try thy prudence, and tee what thou wouldſt doin th 

chagrin | don't doubt that thou thoughteſt | was gif. 
pleated with thee ; but, on the contrary, my child, J 
own I have a [king to thy perton. "Though the king, 
my maſter, had not ordered me to take care of 
thy fortune, | ſhould have done it through pure 
inclination. Beſides my uncle Don Balthazar de 
Zuniga, to whom I can refuſe nothing, has defired 
me to look upon thee as one tor whom he intereſts him- 
ſelf: this is enough to determine me in thy favour,” 
This declaration made ſuch a ſtrong impreſſion upon my 
ſenſes, that they were quite diſordered. I threw my- 
ſelf at the feet of the miniſter, who having bid me rile, 
went on in this manner: Come hither again this after- 
| noon, and call for my ſteward, who will impart to thee 
the orders I ſhall give him.” So ſaying. his excellency 
went out to hear mals, as he uſually did every day, 


after having given audience ; and then repaired to the 
king's levee. 


CHAP. IV. Gil Blas acquires the lode of Count 
4 Olivarez. 


Did not fail to return in the afternoon, and call for 


the ſteward, whoſe name was Don Raymond Ca- 
poris. | no ſooner told him my name, than ſaluting me 
with great demonſtrations of reſpect, ** Signior, (ſaid he) 
follow me if you pleate : I will conduct you to the apart- 
ment which is deftined for you in this houſe ” So laying, 
he carried me by a little ſtair to a range of five or fix 
rooms, which compoſed the fecond ſtory of one wing of 


the houſe, and which were very plainly furniſhed. ** This 


(aid he) is the lodging which his Grace appoints ſor you; 


and here you will have a table with fix covers, main- 
tained at his expence. You will be ferved by his own 
domeſticks, and there will always be a coach at your 
command This is not all, (added he his excellency 
has ordered me to treat you with the ſame reſpect, as it 
you was of the family of Guzman.” * What the deuce 
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is the meaning of all this! (ſaid I to myſelf) How am [ 
to underſtand theſe diſtinctions! Is there not ſome miſ- 
chief at bottom? and is it not for his diverſion that the 
miniſter gives me ſuch honourable treatment? While I 
was in this uncertainty, fluctuating between hope and 
fear, a page came and told me that the Count wanted 
me. I went inſtantly to his Grace, who being alone in 
his cloſet, * Well, Santillane, (faid he) art thou ſatis- 
fied with thy apartment, and the orders which I have gi- 
ven to Don Raymond ?” The goodnets of your excel- 
lency (anſwered I) teems to me excethve ; and I reccive 
it with fear and trembling.” * For what reaſon ? (ſaid 
he) can I do too much honour to a man whom the king 
has recommended to my care? No indeed; I do no 
more than my duty in treating thee in an honourable 
manner: be not therefore ſurpriſed at what | do for thee ; 
and be aſſured, that a ſolid and ſplendid fortune cannot 
eſcape thee, provided thou art as much attached to me, 
as thou waſt to the Duke of Lerma. But with regard to 
that nobleman, (added he) | have been told that you 


| lived in great familiarity with him. I am curious to 


know how you two became acquainted, and what em- 
ployment you exerciſed under that minitter : diſguiſe no- 
thing: I inſiſt upon hearing the whole truth.” I then 
remembered my perplexity with the Duke of Lerma, in 
the ſame cale, and in hat manner I extricated mylelt : 
and this I practiſed again very ſucceſsfully ; that is to 
ſay, in my — * ſoftened the rough places, and 
paſſed ſlightly over thoſe things which did not much re- 
dound to my honour : I likewiſe ſpared the Duke of 
Lerma ; though in doing otherwile | ſhould have better 
pleaſed my hearer. As tor Don Rodrigo de Calderon *, 


1 gare 


Rodrigo Calderona, after having been pace to the Vice Chan- 
cellor of Arragon, entered into the ſervice ot the Duke of Lemma; 
and by the intcreſt and favour of that min tt-r, which he enzrotied 
in 2 paiticular manner, obtained very confiderable offices. He was 
firſt af all made gentleman of the bed-chamber to the king, then 
lecretary of ſtate : lome time after, he received the collar of the or- 


der of St. Jago, wa» made commaruler of .Arcanq, and created cip- 


tain of the German guard. Such extraordinary favonr he could nat 
bear with moderation, but becoming extremely intotent and licen- 
tions, deſpiſed the moſt powerful graniues vi Spain, to whole hatred 

Vox. IV. | 0 "i 
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I gave him no quarter, but diſcloſed all the fine ſtrokes 
which | knew he ſtruck in the traffic of commanderies, 
governments and benefices. 

„What you tell me of Calderona (faid the miniſter, 
interrupting me) is conformable to ſeveral memorials 
which have been preſented againſt him, and which con- 
tain heads of acculation ſtill more important. His trial 
will ſoon come on; and it you with his downfall, I be. 
lieve your defire will be fatished.” I don't defice his 
death, (faid I) though it was not his fault, that J found 
not mine jn the tower of Segovia, where he was the 
cauſe of my being impritoned tor 2 good many months.“ 
% How! (cried his excellency was Don Rodrigo the 
cauſe of thy impriſonment ? this is what I did not know. 
Don Balthazar, to whom Navarro recounted thy hiſtory, 
told me that the late king ordered thee to be confined, 
as a puniſkment for having carried the prince of Spain 
to a ſuſpected place, in the night; but I knew no more 


of the matter ; and I can't conceive what part Calde- 


rona could play in the piece The part of a lover 
who revenges an injury received, (anſwered 1) I then 
told him the whole adventure, which he thought ſo di- 
verting, that, grave as he was, he could not help laugh- 
ing, or rather weeping with mirth. He was infinitely 
rejoiced with Catalina, ſometimes niece and ſometimes 


\ 

he fell a ſacrifice, after the di.grace of the Cardinal Duke of Lerma. 
He was arrefted in the year 1619, and tried on an impeachment 
containing 240 article, among which were ſorcery and poitoning the 
Queen tho' thete two were nut proved, yet he was condemned to 
lote his head; and being allowed to difpole of by will, no more than 
two thuuſand ducats of all his immenſe wealth, was ordered to pre- 

are for death. He was afterwards deprived ot the enſigns of knight- 
Lad and conducted to the place of execution, dreſſed in a cailuck 
mourning cloak, with a caul of frize, and a croſs upon his breaſt. 
His body. with two torches on each fide of it, was guarded on the 
_- tcalfold by a party of the patrole till the evening, when a great 
number ot prictts being aticmbled to honour his remains, they were 
diſmified and fo bid to accumpany the corpie, which was carried 
without any pemp to the chuich ot the Carmelitcs, according to his 
own defire. His head was ſevered by a ſtroke upon the throat, be- 
cauſe in Spain, none but traitors receive it on the neck behind; and 
he died with ſuch courage and decency, as affected even his enemies 
with forruw and remorſe, 4 

gran 
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nd daughter, as well as with the part which the 
ke of Lerma acted in the whole. 
When I had finiſhed my narration, the count diſmiſſed 
me, ſaying, that he would not fail to find me fome em- 
yment next day. [ ran immediately to the houle of 
uniga, to thank Don Balthazar for his good offices, and 
to ell my friend Joſeph how well I was with the prime- 
miniſter. 


CHAP. V. The private converſation which Gil 
Blas had with Navarro, and the firſt huſine ſs in which 
be was empleyed by the Count q Oli vareg. 


S ſoon as I faw Joſeph, I told him with ſome agi- 
tation, that 1 had a great many things to com- 
municate : upon which, he carried me to a private 
lace ; where, after having into: med him of what had 
— | aſked his opinion ot the matter. My 
opinion (anſwered he) is, that you are in the way of 
making a vaſt fortune: every thing twiles upon you: 
you are agrecable to the prime miniſter; and another 
thing which may turn out to your advantage is, that [ 
can do you the fame fervice which you received from 
my uncle Melchior ce la Ronda, when you firſt entered 
the family ot the archbithop of Granada. He ſpared 
you the trouble ct ſtudying the prelate and his principal 
officers, by diſcloſing their different characters to you at 
once; and | will, atter his example, make you acquaint- 
ed with the Count, the Countet his wite, and Donna 
Maria de Guzman their only child.” | ü 
Ihe miniſter has a quick penetrating genius, capable 
of torming grand deſigns. He lets up tor an univerſal 
man, becauſe he has a ſmall tincture of every ſcience, 
and believes himtelt able to decide in every thing. He 
imagines himſelf a protound lawyer, a great captain, 
and a moſt conſummate politician. Add to this, he is 
to intoxicated with his own opinions, that he alwavs fol- 
lows them, rather than thote of others, that he may 
not feem beholden to the underitanding of any man, 
Between you and me, this defect may have ſtrange con- 
ſequences, from which heaven preterve the monarchy. 
He ſhine in the council by a natural eloquence; and he 


2 would 
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would write as well as he ſpeaks, if, in order to dignity Cout 
his tile, he did not affect expreſſions which render it &;F adm 
and obſcure. He is, beſides, very whimſical, capricious he le 
and chimerical. So much for his head. As to his heart, conc 
he is generous and f.iendly. He is faid to be vindictive: ing! 
but what Spaniard is otherwiſe ? He is alſo accuſed of peri 
ingratitude, in being the occaſion of exiling the Duke | pen 
d'Uzeda and the friar Lewis Aliaga ; to whom, people | as te 
lay, he had great obligations: but this is pardonable ; 8 
the deſire ot being ptime miniſter prevails over every | whe 
other ſentiment. 

Donna Agnez de Zuniga a Velaſco, counteſs of Oli- war 
varez, (continued ſoſeph) is a lady who has no fault that ci 
I know, but that of ſelling her favours at a high price. yer! 
As for Donna Maria de Guzman, who is, without con- he 
tradiction, this day the richeſt match in Spain ; the is an reſc 

| accompliſhed young lady, and the idol of her father: has 
model your behaviour accordingly: be aſſiduous in — 
making your court to theſe two ladies, and appear till of 
more devoted to the Count d'Olivarez than you was to | ha 
the Duke of Lerma, before your journey to Segovia; in | 
which caſe, you will certainly become à perſonage of loc 
rank and power. Sc 

I likewile advile you (added he) to wait upon my ma- by 
ſter Don Balthazar, trom time to time ; though you have | VIC 
no need of him ſor your advancement, don't neglect | in 
him: he has a very good opinion of you at pretent; 

.. preſerve his friendſhip and eſteem, which may be of ſer- 
vice to you upon ſonte occaſion or other,” © As the | la 
uncle and nephew (ſaid I) are both concerned in the mi- tu 
niſtry, 13 there no jealouſy between the two collegues ?” 0 
Ou the contrary, (anſwered he) they live together in _ 
the greateſt harmony. Had it not been for Don Baltha- 8 
zar, the Count d'Olivarez, perhaps, would not have been 8 
prime miniſter: for, in ſhort, after. the death of Philip t 
the third, all the friends and partizang of the houſe of 
Sandoval exerted themſelves very much; ſome in tavour I 


of the cardinal, and others in behalf of his fon : but 
my maſter, who was the molt ſubtle mong the cour- , 
tiers. and the Count az cunning az he, broke ail their ] 
meaſures, and took ſuch effectual ſteps to ſecure that | 
place, that their antagoniſts were quite foiled. I | 
Couat 
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ity Count d'Olivarez, when he became miniſter, ſhared the 
ür adminiſtration with his uncle Don Balthazar, to whom 
us he left the care of foreign affairs, reſerving all domeſtic 
rt, concerns to himſelf: to that, by theſe means ſtrengthen- 
e: ing the ties of friendſhip which ought naturally to unite 
of perſons of the ſame blood, theſe two noble men, inde- 
be pendant of one another, live in ſuch good correipondence, 
. sto me ſeems unalterable.” 

P | Such was the converſation I had with Joteph ; by 
y |; whoſe infotrmadon 4 noped to profit: atter which, I 
Vent to thank Signior de Zuniga for his goodneſs to- 
& wardz me. He told me very politely, that he would 
it ſeize every occaſion of betriending me; and that he was 
e. very glad to find me ſatisfied with his nephew; to whom, 
A he alſured me, he would ſpeak again in my favour : 
n reſolving at leaft (he ſaid) to convince me that he 
had my weltare at heart; and that, inſtead of one pa- 
n tron, I had two. It was thus that Don Balthazar, out 
1 of friendſhip tor Navarro, intereſted himſelf in my be- 
J | half. | 
1 That very evening I quitted my hired room, to go and 
f lodge at the prime-minitter's houle, where I ſupped with 


Scipio, in my own apartment. There we were ferved 
6 by the domeſticks of the family, who, while we eat our 
2 victuals with an affected gravity, laughed, perhaps, with- 
t i themſelves, at the teſpect which they were command- 
ed to ſhew. When the table was uncovered, and they 
. were retired, my ſecretary, laying aſide his conſtraiat, 
ſaid a thoutand diverting things, which his gay diſpoſi- 
- tion and ſanguine hopes inſpired. As for me, although 
overjoyed at the brilliant ſituation in which | taw mylclt, 
| I felt myſelt no longer diſpoſed to be dazzled by it: but, 

going to bed, flept ſoundly without giving way to the a- 
| greeable ideas with which I might have entertained my 
| tancy ; whereas, the ambitious Scipio enjoyed little re- 
pole, but paſſed the half of the night, in hoarding up 

money for the portion of his daughter Seraphina. 

I had ſcarce got on my cloaths next morning, when I 
was ſent for by his Grace ; who, when I came betore 
him, ſaid to me. Well, Santillane, let us ſee a ſpeci- 
men of what thou can'ſt do: thou ſayeſt the Duke of 
Lerma employed thee in abridging memorials : | have 

3 got 
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got one, which I intend for thy firſt eſſay. The ſubject 
of it is this ; it muſt be a performance to prepoſlſets the 
public in favour of my miniſtry. I have alieady pri. 
vately ſpread a report, that | found affairs in very great 
ditorder: the buſineſs theretore is, to expoſe to the eyes 
of both court and city, the milerable condition to which 
the monarchy is reduced. We mutt, on this ſubject, 
draw a picture which will ſtrike the people, and hinder 
them from regretting the lots of my predeceſſor. After 
that, you mult extol the meatures which | have taken to 
render his Majeſty's reign glotious, his dominions flouriſh- 
ing, and his ſubjects perfectly happy. 

His Grace having ſpoke in this manner, gave me a pa- 
per, containing the juſt cauſe the nation had to com- 
plain of the preceding adminiitration, ſummed up in 
ren articles, the leaſt of which, I remember, was ſuth- 
cient to alarm all good Spaniards : then ſhutting me n a 
cloſet adjoining to his own, he left me to work at liberty. 
began to compoſe my memorial as well as I could: J 
ticſt of all deſcribed the bad condition of the kingdom, 
the finances echauſted, the royal revenue dra by 
partizans, and the marine entirely ruined. | then de- 
monſtrated the faults committed by thole who had go- 
verned the ſtate, under the laſt reign, and the terrible 
_ conſequences which might proceed from theſe faults. 
In ſhort, I repreſented the monarchy in danger, and fo 
tharply cenſurcd the former miniſter, that, according to 
my memorial, the loſs of the Dake of Lerma was a great 
happineſs for Spain. To fay the truth, though I hat- 
boured no reſentment againſt that nobleman, 1 was not 
forry to do bim this good oftce. Such is the diſpoſñtion 
of man. 5 

In fine, after a frightful picture of the misfortunes 


which threatened Spain, I encouraged the minds of 


people, by making them conceive fair hopes of the fu- 
ture. I made the Count d Olivarez ſpeak like a ſaviour 
ſent from heaven, for the falvation of the ſtate : I pro- 
miſed mountains and miracles: in a word, | entered ſo 
well into the views of the new miniſter, that he ſeemed 
furprized at my performance; which, when he had read 
to an end, Santillane, (faid he) doſt thou know that 
thou haſt compoſed a morſel worthy of a ſecretary of 


ſtate ? 
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ſtate? I am not ſurpriſed that the Duke of Lerma 
employed thy pen; thy ſtile is conciſe, and even ele- 

nt; but l think it is a little too natural.” He then 
pointed out the places which were not to his taſte, al- 
tering them with his own hand; and I perceived, by 
his correQtions, that he loved (as Navarro had told me) 
obſcure and far fetched expreſſions. Nevertheleis, 
though he was reſolved to have nobleneſs, or rather con- 
ceits in his diction, he preſerved two thirds of my work : 
and to ſhew how well he was ſatisfied with my capacity, 
fent to me, by Don Raymond, three hundred piſtoles, 
as a Deſſert at dinner. 


CHAP. VI. The uſe to which Gil Blas put bis 
three hundred piſtolet; and bis charge to Scipia: with the 
ſucceſs of the above-mentioned memorial. 


HIS favour of the miniſter furniſhed Scipio with 
a new opportunity of congratulating my return 
to court. You fee (ſaid he) that fortune has great 
deſigns in your tavour. Are you now forry for having 
quitted your ſolitude ? Long lite to the Count d'Olivarez ! 
he is quite another fort of a patron than his predeceſſor. 


The Duke of Lerma, though you was fo much attached 


to him, let you languilh ſeveral months, without giving 
you one piſtole; whereas, the Count has already be- 
liowed upon you a gratihcation, which you could not 

have expected till after long ſervice. a 
| wiſh {added he) that the lords of Leyva were wit- 
neſſes of the happinets which you enjov, or at leaſt 
made acquainted with it.” * lt is time indeed tor them 
to know it, (aniwered I) and I was juſt going to talk to 
thee about the matter. I don't doubt that they are ex- 
tremely impatient to hear from me; but I waited until I 
ſhould ſce my ſelt ſettled in tome ſhape or other, and be 
able to intorm them politively, whether or not I ſhould 
ſtay at court, Now that | am fixed, thou may'ſt ſet out 
for Valencia when thou wilt, to inform thote noblemen 
of my preſent ſituation, which I look upon as their own 
work, lince it is certain, that, had it not been for them, 
I ſhould never have determined upon my journey to Ma- 
drid.” ** My dear maſter, (cried the ton of Coſcolina) 
O 4 | how 
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tow happy will they be, when I recount to them what 
bas happened to you ! Would | were already at the gates 
of Valencia! but fall be there very foon : Don Al. 
honſo's two horſes are ready: I will tet out immediate- 
|, with one of his Grace's lacqueys ; for, beſides that | 
thali be glad of a companion on the road, you know 
people will be dazzled by the livery,of the prime-miniſter.” 
| could not help laughing at the tidiculous vanity of 
my lecretary ; though vainer ſtill, perhaps than he, I 
let him do as he defited. Go, (taid I) and return as 
loon as poflible ; for | have another commiſſion to give 
thee: thou mult go to the Aſturias with money for my 
mother: I have, through negligence, let the time pals, 
on which | promited to remit an hundred piſtoles to her, 
and which you undertook to deliver with thy own hand. 
Theſe forts of promiſes from a ton ought to be lo ſacred, 
that I upbraid myſelf with my want of punctuality,” 
Sir, (antwrred Scipio) in fix weeks | will bring you an 
account of both thete commiſſions ; 1 will converle with 
the lords of Le) va, make a tour to your country- houſe, 
and re- viſit the city of Oviedo, which I never remem- 
ber, without wiſhing three fourths and a halt of its in- 
habitants at the devil.” Upon this, I counted out to 
the ſon of Coſcolina, one hundred piſtoles tor my mo- 
ther's penſion, with an hundred more for himfelt, that 
he might agreeab:y perform the long journey which he 
had undertaken. 

A few days after his departure, the Count ſent our 
memorial to the pre!s; and it was no ſooner publiſhed, 
tl. an it became the ſubject of all converſation in Madrid, 
"Lhe people, always friends to novelty, were charmed 
with the performance; the low cbb of the finances, 


which was painted in lively colours, incented them a- 


kainſt the Duke of Terma; and it the ſtrokes of the 
qzuill, which that miniſter received, were not applauded 
by every body, at leaſt they met with abundance of ap- 
probation. | EY | 

As for the magnificent promiſes made by the Count 
d'Olivarez, and, among others, that of detraying the 
national expence, by a prudent economy, without in- 
commoding the ſubjects; they dazzled the citizens in 
general, and contirmed them in the grand opinion which 


they 
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they had already entertained of his capacity: fo that 
the whole city ecchoed with his praiſe. 

That miniſter, overjoyed to tee the accompliſhment 
of his aim, which in that book had been to acquire the 
public affection. was reſolved to preſerve it effeQually, 
by a commendable action, which ſhould be ſerviceable 
to the King. For this purpoſe, he had recourſe to the 
invention of the Emperor Galba; that is, to make thoſe 
who had enriched themſelves, the Lord knows how, in 
the adminiitration of the finances, regorge their wealth. 
When he had drawn from thoſe lceches the blood which 
they had ſucked, and filled the coffers of the king, he 
undertook to preſerve it, by ſupprefling all penſions, not 
even excepting his own, as wel! as the gratihcations that 
were given out of the king's exchequer. Lo ſucceed in 
this deſign, which he could not execute without chang- 
ing the face of government, he employed me in com- 
poling a new memorial, the ſubſtance and form of which 
he dictated. He then injoined me to tite, as much 2; | 


could, above the ordinary ſimplicity of my tile, and 
(ve more dignity to my expreſſions. * Enough, my 


lord, (ſaid I) your excellency thall have the ,. nd 
fuviime which you detire.” I ſhut mylelt up in the fame. 
cloſet where 1 had compoſed the tirit, and there went to 
work, after having invoked the eloquent genius of the 

archbiſhop ot Granada. 
| began by reprelenting, that we could got be too 
careful in preſerving the money which was in the tre 
fury, an4 which ought to be emplove i only in the e- 
mergencies of the ſtate, as being a tfacred fund. reterved 
on purpole to keep the enemies of Spain in awe. Then 
I demon{trated to the king, (tor the memorial was ad- 
dreſſed to him,) that in taking away all the penſions 
and gratincations with which the revenue was ſaddled, 
he ſhould not, for all that, deprive himlelr of the plen- 
ſure of rewarding thoſe ſubjects ho ſhould! deferve hi; 
favour ; ſince, without touching his treafure, he was in 
a condition to beſtow upon them great recompences : 
that for ſome, he had vice-royalties, governments, or- 
ders of knighthood, and military employmeuts ; for o- 
thers, commanderies, and penſions upon them, ti:les, 
* O 5 magiHacies; 


2903 The ADVENTURES of 


magiſtracies; and, in fine, all ſorts of benefices for 
thoſe who are conſecrated to the church. 

This memorial, which was much longer than the 
firſt, took me up near three days; and luckily, I com- 
poſed it to the taſte of my maſter ; who, finding it 
written with emphaſis, and ſtuffed with metaphors, 
loaded me with applauſe. * I am very well fatished 
with this, (faid he, pointing to the molt tumid places) 
theſe are well-ſtamped expreſſions. Courage, friend; I 
foreſee that thou wilt be of great ſervice to me.“ Ne- 
vertheleſs, in ſpite of the applauſe of which he was fo 

odigal, he did not fail to re-touch the memorial. He 


Inſerted a good deal of his own, and compoſed a piece 


of eloquence which charmed the king and the whole 
court. The city joined, its approbation, conceived a 
happy omen of the tuture, and flattered itſelf, that the 
monarchy would reſume its ancient luſtre under the mi- 
niitry of ſuch a great man. 
His excellency, feeing that this piece did him a great 
deal of honour, was willing that I ſhould reap ſome fruit 
from ĩt, in conſideration ot my ſhare in the compoſition : 
he accordingly beſtowed upon me a penſion of five 
hundred crowns upon the commandery of Caſtile; which 
was the more agreeable to me, as it was not wickedly, 
though eaſily got. ö 


CHAP. VII. By what accident, in tehat plans 
and condition, Gil Blas found his friend Fabricio; and the 
converſation that hut pened betaueen them. | 


N Othing gave more pleaſure to the Count, than to 
know the opinion which the people of Madrid 
had of his conduct in the miniſtry. He aſked me every 
day, what people ſaid of him; and even maintained 
foies, who brought him an exact account of what paſſed 
in the city. They reported to him every word which 
they heard; and as he ordered them to be ſincere, 
his ſelf love ſuffered ſometimes; for the people have 
an intemperance of tongue which has no reſpect of 

perſons. | 
When | perceived that he was pleaſed with theſe re- 
ports, I employed myſelf every afternoon, in going 1 
; , « pu 5 
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blic places, and joining converſation with com- 
— — they ſpoke of the — 1 
with attention; and if they ſaid any thing that de- 
ſerved to be re-told to his excellency, did not 
fail to inform him of it: but it muſt be obſerved, 
that I never reported any thing which was ſpoke to his 
prejudice. 

One day, as I returned from one of theſe places, paſ- 
fing by the door of an hoſpital, I felt an inclination to 
enter. I walked through two or three wards full of ſic 
people a- bed, and ſurveyed every thing around me. 
Among theſe unfortunate people, whom | could not be- 
hold without compatllion, I was ſtruck with the appea- 
rance of one, who, I believed, was my old friend and 
comrade Fabricio. That I might have a more diltia& 
view of him, I approached his bed; and having no 
longer any reafon to doubt that it was the poet Nunnez, 
ſtopt a few minutes to conſider him, without ſpeaking z 
while he, recollecting me allo, eyed me in the fame man- 
ner. At length, breaking ſilence, Sure (faid I) my 
eyes deceive me ! is this actually Fabricio whom I meet 
in this place?“ © The very tame (antwered he coldly :} 
and thou haſt no cauſe to be ſurpriſed at it. Sincel lett 
thee, [ have ever exerciſed the buſineſs of an author: 1 


| have compoled romances, comedies, all kinds of works 
of genius. I have run my race, and am now at the 


hotpiral.” 

| could not help laughing at theſe words, and ſtill 
more at the ſerious air with which they were pro- 
nounced. ** How! (cried I) has thy Muſe trought 
thee to this place? Hath the played thee this villanous 
trick?“ „ Thou ſeeſt it is to (he teplied:) this houſe is 
the retreat of many a wit. "Thou haſt done well, my 
child, to take another road; but, methinks, thou art no 
longer at court, and the face of thy affaics is changed: 
nay, I remember to» have heard, that thou waſt impit- 
foned by order of the king.” © True, (ſaid I) the 
charming ſituation in which I was, when we parted, 
in a little time after was followed by a reverſe of fortune, 
which robbed me of my wealth and liberty: neverthe- 


leſs, my friend, thou ſceſt me again in a more flouriſh- 


ing ſtate than ever.” — That is impollible! (cried 
Nunnez) 
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Nunnez) thy apparel is frugal and plain; and thou haſt 
not that vain and infolent air which proſperity uſually 
gives.” * Misfortune (anſwered I) hath purified my 
virtue; and I have learned in the ſchool of adverſity, to 
enjoy riches with moderation.” 

Lell me then (cried Fabricio, ſtarting up in a tranſ- 
port) what may be thy employment? what buſineſs doſt 
thou follow ? art thou not ſteward to ſome ruined gran- 
dee, or opulent widow ?” have a better poſt (I re- 
plied) but thou muſt difpenſe with my telling thee more 
at preſent: I will ſatisty thy curiolity another time: I 
will now only let thee know, that Iam in a condition to 
aſſiſt thee, or rather, to make thee eaſy tor life, pro- 
vided thou wilt promiſe to write no more works of ge- 
nius, either in verſe or proſe. Doſt thou feel thyſelt 
capable of making ſuch a ſacrifice to me?” * I have 
already made it to heaven, (ſaid he) during a ſevere di- 
ſtempet of which I am jutt cured. A Dominican father 
has made me abjure poetry, as an amuſement which, if 
not criminal, at leaſt diverts the mind from the purluit 
of wiſdom and virtue. | 

* [ congratulate thee, my dear Nunnez (anſwered J:) 
but beware of a relapſe.” * That am in no fear of 
(he reſumed :) I am firmly refolved to abandon the 
lIuſes: and when thou cameſt intd the ward, was juſt 
compoſing an eternal adieu to them in verte.“ “ Mr. 
Fabricio, (ſaid I, ſhaking my head) | don't know it the 
Dominican and I dare trult to your abjuration, you ſeem 
to fur iouſly enchanted by theſe learned damſels. No, 
no, aniwered he) I have broke off all connection with 
them; nay, more; I have conceived an averſion for the 
public, which does not deſerve that authors ſhould con- 
ſecrate their works to it: 1 ſhould be forry it I could 
procure any thing that would pleaſe it. Don't imagine 
(continued he) that this language is dictated by paſhon : 
I tpe.k in cold blond. I equzlly deſpiſe the applauſe 
and liffes of the public, which one does not know how 
to manage. It is to capricious, that it does not think 
two days one way. What fools are thole dramatick 
writers: who are vain of the ſucceſs of their performan- 
ces. Whatever noite they make by their novelty, if 
they ate brought upon the ſtage twenty years after, they 

FE | als 


n- 
e 
re 

I 
0 
J- 
t 
© 
r 
I 
4 


GIL BLAS. 301 


are for the moſt part very ill received. The preſent ge- 
neration taxes the paſt with want of taſte, and its deter- 
minations are contradicted by thoſe of the next. From 
whence I concluded, that thoſe authors who are now 
applauded, will be hiſſed by poſterity. It is the ſame 
thing with regard to romances, and other amuſing books, 
which, tho” at firſt they meet with general approbation, 
inſenſibly fink into contempt. That honour therefore 
which we reap from the good ſucceſs of our works, is 
nothing but a mere chimera, an illuſion of the brain, a 


| fire of ſtraw which evaporares in ſmoke.” 


Tho' I was well convinced that the Aſturian poet 

ke this from paſſion only, I did not ſeem to perceive 
it; but ſaid to him, I am overjoyed to find thee diſ- 
guſted with the belle lettre, and radically cured of the 
rage of writing. Be aſſuted that | will immediately pro- 
cute for thee an employment in which thou mayeſt en- 
rich thyſelt, without being at a great expence of 2 
« So much the better! (cried he.) Genius ſtinks in my 
noltrils, and I now look upon it as the moſt fatal preſent 
that heaven can beſtow u man.“ I wiſh, my dear 
Fabricio, (I replied) that thou may'ſt ſtill preſerve theſe 
ſentiments. It you perſiſt in your reſolution to quit 
poetry, I repeat it, I will ſoon procure for thee 22 
nourable and lucrative poſt; but until I can do thee 
this ſervice, (added I, giving him a purſe of fixt 
piſtoles) pray accept of this ſmall token of my friendſhip. 

O generous friend! (cried the fon of barber Nun- 
nez, tranſported with gratitude and joy) what thanks do 
I owe to heaven for bringing thee into this hoſpital, 
which I will leave this very day, by thy aſſiſtance. And 
he actually ordered himſelf to be tranſported into a hired 
lodging. But, before we parted, I told him where 1 
lived, and invited him to come and ſee me, as ſoon as 
he ſhould be pertectly recovered. He ſeemed extremely 
ſurprized, when I told him, that J lodged in the houſe 
of the Count d'Olivarez. *©* Thrice happy Gil Blas, 
(faid he) whole fate it is to be a miniſter's favourite! 
I — at thy good fortune, ſince thou uleſt it ſo 
well.” | 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. vm. Gil Blas becomes more and more be. 
loved by his maſter. Scipio returns to Madrid, and gives 
an account of bis journey to Samillane. 


HE Count d'Olivarez, whom henceforth I ſhall 
call the Count-Duke, becauſe the King was 
9 about this time to honour him with that title, 
ad a foible which I diſcovered, very much to my own 
advantage; and this was a defire of being beloved. As 
ſoon as he perceived that any one attached himſelf to 
him thro' inclination, he immediately conceived a friend- 
ſhip for that adherent. 

I took care not to neglect this obſervation. I was 
not contented with barely doing what he commanded. 
I executed his orders with ſuch demonſtrations of zeal, 
as quite won his heart. I ſtudied his taſte in all things, 
that I might conform myſelf to it; and anticipated bis 
deſires as much as I could. | 
By this conduct, which ſeldom fails of ſucceſs, I in- 
ſenſibly became the favourite of my maſter, who on his 
part, as I myſelf had the ſame foible, gained my whole 
foul, by the marks of affection which he beſtowed upon 
me; and I inſinuated myſelf fo far into his favour, that 
I at length ſhared his confidence with Signior Carnero 
his chiet ſecretary. 

Carnero had practiſed the ſame method of being agree- 
able to his excellence; and ſucceeded ſo well, that he 
was intruſted with the myſteries of the cabinet. That 
ſecretary and I were the two confidents of the prime 
miniſter, and the depoſitories of his ſecrets ; with this 
difference, that he ſpoke to Carnero of nothing but ſtate 
affairs, and converſed with me on his own private con- 
cerns only; by theſe means making as it were two ſe- 

rate departments, with which we were both equally 


atisfied, we lived together without jealouſy, as without 


friendſhip. I had cauſe to be pleaſed with my ſituation, 
which giving me continual opportunities of being with 
the Count-Duke, I was always at hand to obſerve the 
very bottom of his ſoul, which he, tho' naturally diſſem- 
bling, ceaſed to conceal from me, when he no longer 


doubted the ſincerity of my attachment. ; 
: | 2 Jantillane, 
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« Santillane, (ſaid he to me one day) thou haſt ſeen 
the duke of Lerma enjoy an authority, which looked 
more like the power of an abſolute monarch, than 
that of a favourite miniſter : nevertheleſs, I am till 
more lucky than he was, even at the higheſt point of 
his fortune. He had two formidable enemies in the 
Duke d'Uzeda his own fon, and in the confeſſor of Phi- 
lip the third. Whereas, | ſee not one perſon near the 
King, who has credit enough to hurt me, nor even one 
whom I ſuſpect to be my foe.” 

« It is true indeed (continued he) that when I came 
to the miniſtry, I ſuffered none to be near the prince, 
but thoſe who were connected with me, either by blood 
or friendſhip. 1 have by viceroyalties or embaſſies got 
rid of all thoſe noblemen who by their perſonal merit 
might have acquired ſome portion of my Sovereign's fa- 
vour which I was reſolved entirely to poſſeſs: fo that I 
may now ſafely ſay, no great man takes umbrage at m 
credit. "Thou feeſt, Gil Blas, (added he) that I diſcloſe 
my heart to thee. As I have reaſon to think thee en- 
tirely devoted to me, I have choien thee for my confi- 
dent. Thou doſt not want underſtanding; art (I be- 
lieve) modeſt, prudent and diſcreet: in a word, thou 
ſeem'ſt proper for executing twenty forts of commiſſions, 
which require a young man of extenſive underſtanding, 
who is at the ſame time in my intereſts.” 

I was not proof againſt the flattering images which 
theſe words raiſed in my imagination. me vapours of 
avarice and ambition mounted into my brain, and awak- 
ed in me thoſe ſentiments over which I thought I had 
gained a compleat triumph. I proteſted to the miniſter, 
that I would aniwer his intentions with all my power; 
and I kept mytelf ready to execute, without ſcruple, 
all the commitiions with which he ſhould think proper to 

intruſt me. | 

While I was thus diſpoſed to raiſe new altars to For- 
tune, Scipio returning from his journey, ſaid, “ I have 
not a tedious narration to make. The lords of Leyva 
were charmed when I told them the reception you met 
with from the King, when he knew you, and with the 
dehaviour of the Count d' Olivarez. my 
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Here I interrupted Scipio, ſaying, you would have 

ven them ſtill more pleaſure, my friend, could you 
12 told them on what footing I am now with his 
grace. The rapidity of the progreſs which | have made 
in his excellency's heart ſince thy departure, is altoge. 
ther prodigious.” * God be praiſed! my dear maſter, 
(anſwered he) I foreſee that a ſplendid deſtiny awaits us.” 
Let us wave this ſubject, (ſaid I) and talk of Oviedo. 
Thou haſt been at the Aſturias ; in what condition did'ſt 
thou leave my mother?” © Ah! Sir, (he replied, af. 
ſumiag all of a ſudden a melancholy look) 1 have no- 
thing but afflicting news for you from that quarter.” 
* 6 heaven! (cried I) my mother is certainly dead.” 
Six months ago, (ſaid my ſecretary) the good lady 
paid the tribute of nature, as well as your uncle Signior 
Gil Perez.” 

I was deeply affected with my mother's death, al- 
though in my infancy I had never received from her 
thoſe careſſes which are neceſſary to make children grate- 
ful in the ſequel. I likewiſe paid thoſe tears which 1 
owed to the = canon, for the care he had of my 
education. My grief indeed did not laſt long, but ſoon 
mellowed into a tender remembrance which I have al- 
ways preſerved of my parents. 


CHAP. IX. He, and o whom the Cont-Dube 
married his only daughter, <cith the bitter ſruits which 
that marriage produced. 


OON after the return of Coſcolina's ſon, the Count- 
8 Duke fell into a profound reverie, in which he te- 
mained for the ſpace of eight whole days. I imagined 
that he was meditating ſome great ſtroke of politicks ; 
but the ſubject of his muſing regarded his own family 
only. Gil Blas, (ſaid he to me one afternoon) thou 

mult have perceived, that I am a good deal perplexcd in 
mind. Yes, my child, I am wholly engroſcd by an 
affair upon which the repoſe of my lite depends; and 1 
will impart the ſecret to thee. i 

** Donna Maria my daughter (continued he) is now 
marriageable, and her heart rs diſputed by a great num- 


ber of noblemen. The Count de Nicblee, eldeſt fon w 
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the Duke de Medina Sidonia, chief of the family of 
Guzman, and Don Lewis de Haro, eldeſt fon of the 
Marquis de Carpio and my own filter, are the two can- 
didates who ſeem beſt entitled to the preterence : eſpe- 
cially the laſt ; who poſſeſſes merit ſo much :up-rior to 
that of his rivals, that all the court perſuade themſelves, 
[ ſhall make choice of him for my ton-in-law. Never- 
theleſs, without entering into the reaſons which | have to 


exclude him, as well as the Count de Niebles, I will tell 
thee, that I have caſt my eyes on Don Ramires Nunnez | 


de Guzman, Marquis of 'Foral, and chief of the fa- 
mily o Guzman d'Abrados: to this young nobleman, 
and the children which he ſhall have by my daughter, I 
intend to leave my whole eſtate annexed to the title of 
Count d'Olivarez, to which I will join the quality of 
Grandee : fo that, my grand-children and their deſcen- 
dants proceeding from the branch'd Abrados and that 
of Olivarez, will paſs for the eldeſt of the Guzman fa- 
mily. 

2 Well, Santillane, (added he) doeſt thou not ap- 
prove of my deſign? “ Pardon me, Sir, (anſwered I) 
the project is worthy of the genius that formed it; I am 
only afraid that the Duke de Medins Sidonia will mur- 
mur at it.“ Let him murmur, if he pleaſes, (reſumed 
the miniſter) I ſhall give myſelf very little trouble about 
that. I don't love his branch, which hath uſurped the 
birth-right and titles thereunto attached, over the houſe 
of Abrados. I ſhall mind his complaints leſs than the 
chagrin of my fitter the Marchionels of Carpio, in ſee- 
ing her fon dilappointed in his expeQation of my daugh- 
ter. But, alter all, | intend to pleaſe myſelf, and it is 
already decided, that Don Ramires ſhall prevail over all 
his rivals.” | 

The Count-Duke having taken this reſolution, gave a 
new mark of his ſingular policy, in putting it in prac- 
tice. He preſented a petition to the King, begging that 
he and the Queen would be pleaſed to beſtow 22 daugh- 
ter in marriage, deſcribing the characters of the noble - 
men who were in purſuit of her, and leaving the choice 
entirely to their Majeſties ; but he did not fail, in ſpeak- 
ing of the Marquis of Toral, to ſhew that he was the 
molt agreeable of them all. Whereupon, the King, 
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who had a blind compliance for his miniſter, returned 
this anſwer. ** | believe Don Ramires Nugnez worthy 
of your daughter Donna Maria; neverthelefs, take your 
own choice. 'The match which will ſuit you beſt, will 
be the moſt agreeable to me. The King.” 

The minitter affected to ſhew this aniwer : and 
tending to look upon it as his prince's order, made hafte 
to marry his daughter to the Marquis of Toral ; an 
event that very much diſpleaſed the Marchioneſs de 
Carpio, as well as the Guzmans, who had flattered 
themſelves with the hope of eſpouſing Donna Maria. 
Nevertheleſs, as they cbuld not hinder the marriage, 
they affected to celebrate it with great demonſtrations of 
Joy. One would have thought the whole family was 
charmed with the occaſion; but the malecontents were 
ſoon revenged in a manner very melancholy tor the Count- 
Duke. Donna Maria “ in ten months brought forth a 
daughter, which died in the birth, and in a tew days 
after fell herſelf a victim to death. What a loſs was 
this for a father, who (to uſe the expiethion) had no 
eyes but for his daughter; and who law in this event 
the miſcarriage of his deſign, of taking the right of 
elderſhip trom the branch ot Medina Sidonia. He was 
fo much affected, that for fome days be ſhut himſelf up, 
and would fee no body but me, who conforming myſelf 
to his iImmoderate grief, ſeemed as much afflicted as he. 
To tell the truth, I made uſe of this occaſion to ſhed 
freth tears to the memory of Antonia. The reſemblance 
which her death had to that of the Marchioneſs de 
Toral, burſt open again the wound which was but im- 
perfectly cured, and renewed my affliction ſo much, that 
the miniiter, overwhelmed as he was with his own for- 
row, could not help being ſtruck with mine. He was 
aſtoniſhed to ſee me enter ſo warmly into his chagrin. 
Gil Blas, (faid he one day, perceiving me plunged in 
the moſt melancholy ſadneſs) it is a ſweet confolation for 
me, to have ſuch a ſympathizing confident.” * Ah! 
my Lord, (anſwered I, giving to him all the honour 


Mr. Le Sage has here deviated from the true hiſtory ; for Donna 
Maria died unmarried, tho' the was betrothed to Raymond de Guz- 


man, Marquis of Toral, afterwards created Duke ot Medina de las 
Torres. of 
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of my affliction) I muſt be very ungrateful and heard- 
hearted indeed, if I did not fincerely tympathize with 

ur Grace. How can I conſider that you mourn the lots 
of a daughter of accompliſhed merit, whom you tenderly 
loved, without mingling tears with yours? No, my Lord, 
| am fo ſenſible of your goodneſs, that as — as | live, 
I ſhall always ſhare in your pain as well as pleafure. 


CHAP. X. Gil Blas by accident meets the Poet Nun- 
nez, ach tells him, that he has compoſed a tragedy, which 
is immediately to be repreſented an the prince s theatre. 
The bad fucceſs of that piece, with the ſurprizing good 
luck which attended its fall. 


2 Miniſter began to be conſoled, and I, of 
conlequence to reſume my good humour, when 
one evening | went out all alene to take the air in my 
coach, and met in my way the Aſtutian poet, whom J 
had not ſeen fince he quitted the botpital. He being 
very well drefſed, I took him into the coach, and we 
drove together to St. Jerome's meadow. 

« Mr. Nunnez, (ſaid | ro him) I think myſelt very 
lucky in having met you by chance, otherwife | thould 
not have had the pleature” No reproaches, 
Santillane, (ſaid he with precipitation) | fincerely own 
that I had no intention to viſt thee, and thou ſhalt hear 
the reaſon. You promiſed me a good poſt provided I 
ſhould abjure poetry; and I have found a very ſubſtantial 
one, on condition that | make verſe. I have accepted 
this laſt, as moſt ſuitable to my humour. A friend of 
mine has introduced me into the family of Don Bertrand 
Gomes de Ribero, treaturer of the King's gallies, This 
Don Bertrand, who wants to have a wit in *. pay, hnd- 
ing my verſification very brilliant, has choſen me pre- 
ferably to five or fix authors who offered themſelves can- 
didates, for the employ ment of his private ſecretary.” 

«* lam very glad to hear it, my dear Fabricio, (faid 
I) for that Don Bertrand is in all appearance very rich.” 
* Rich (anſwered he) they ſay he has ſuch immenſe 
wealth, that he cannot count it. Be that as it will, my 
office is this; as he piques himſelf upon being gallant, 
and would paſs tor a man of genius, he keeps a literary 

| | correipondence 
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correſpondence with ſeveral very ſpri 
lend him my pen to compoſe billets filled with wit and 
humour. I write for him, in verſe to one, in proſe to 
another, and ſometimes in perſon carry the letters, to 
ſhew the multiplicity of my talents.” 

„But thou haſt not told me (ſaid I) what I chiefly 
deſire to know ; art thou well paid for thy epiſtolary epi- 
grams?” Very largely, (he replied.) Rich people are 
not always generous, and | know ſome of them who are 
mere ſcrubs, but Don Bertrand uſes me very nobly. 
Over and above two hundred pittoles of fixed wages, [ 
frequently receive from him ſmall gratitications, which 


put me in a condition to act the gentleman, and paſs my 


time agreeably with ſome authors who are like me, ene- 
mies to care.” But (I reſumed) has thy treaſurer taſte 
enough to reliſh the beauties of a work of genius, and 
to perceive its faults?” Not at all, (anſwered Nunnez) 
tho' he can talk ſpeciouſly, he is by no means a con- 
noiſſeur. He gives himſelf out however for another 
Tarpa *, decides boldly, and ſupports his opinion with 
ſuch loudneſs and obſtinacy, that generally when he diſ- 
putes, his antagonilt is obliged to yield, in order to a- 


void the ſhower of ill language with which he is wont to 


overwhelm his opponents.” 

„ 'Thou may'(t well believe (purſued he) that I am 
very cautious of contradicting him, whatever cauſe he 
gives me for ſo doing; for beſides the diſagreeable epi- 
thets which I ſhould certainly bring upon my ſelf, I might 
py be turned out of doors. I theretore prudent- 
y applaud what he praiſes, and diſapprove of every 
thing which he condemns. By this complailance, which 
colts me nothing, becaule I poſſeſs the art of accommo- 
dating myſelf to the characters of thoſe who can be- 
friend me, I have gained the friendſhip and eſteem of 
my patron. He has engaged me to compole a tragedy 
on a ſubject which he ſuggeſted. 1 have accordingly 


Sp. Metius Tarpa, a famous critic of the Auguſtan age: his 


tribunal was in the temple of Apollo, where he ſat with tour col- 


legues, to judge the merit of all theatrical performances, before they 
were exhibited on the ſtage. 8 : 
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kniſhed it ous his eye; and if © _, I ſhall owe 
one part of my glory to his advice.” 
| aſked the title of his = and he told me it 


| was called the Count de Saldagne, informing me vr the 


fame time, that it would be repreſented in three days on 
the Prince's theatre. ** I wiſh (anſwered I) that it ma 
have a great run, and I have ſuch a good opinion of tl; 
genius, as to hope it will.” “ hope fo too, (faid he) 
but there is no dependance upon ſuch hope, ſo uncertain 


rte authors of the event of a dramatic piece.” At length 


the firit day of its repreſentation arrived; and as I could 
not go to the play, being hindered by a commiſſion | had 
to perform for his Grace, all that I could do was to ſend 
Scipio thither, that I might at leaſt know that very even- 
ing the ſucceſs of a performance in which I intereſted 
myſelf. After having waited with impatience, I ſaw 
him return with a look from which I conceived a bad 
omen. Well, (ſaid I) how hath the Count de Saldagne 
been received by the public?“ + Very brutally, (an- 
ſwered he) never was piece more barbarouſly uſed. I 
came away incenſed at the inſolence of the pit.” * And 
(aid I) am incenſed at the fury of Nunnez, in compo- 
ſing plays. Muſt he not have loſt his judgment entirely, 
to prefer the ignominious ſhouts and kiſſes af an audi- 
ence, to the happy lot which I could have procured for 
him?“ Thus thro' friendſhip did I inveigh againſt the 
Aſturian poet, and afflicted myſelf at the misfortune of 
his piece, while he exulted in the event. 

Two days after, he actually came to my houſe in a 
tranſport of joy. © Santillane, (cried he) I am come 
to ſhare with thee the extreme pleaſure which I feel. 
In compoting a bad play, my friend, I have made my 
fortune. I hou knoweſt the ſtrange reception which the 
Count de Sallagne met with; all the ſpectators exclaimed 
againſt him, as if for a wager, and to that general excla- 
mation I owe my good fortune.” 

Aſtoniſhed to hear the poet Nunnez talk in that man- 
ner; . How! Fabricio, (ſaid I) is it poſſible that the 
fall of thy tragedy can juſtify this thy moderate joy?“ 
„Ves ſure, (anſwered he) | told thee before, that Don 
Bertrand had inter:ed fome of his own compoſition in 
my piece, which of conlequence he thought excellent. 


- He 
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He was violently piqued to find the ſpectators of a diffe- 
rent opinion, and this morning ſaid to me, © Nunnez, 
Vidrix cauſa Diis placuit, fed vita Catoni : if the public 
is diſpleaſed with thy production; in recompence, it 

leaſes me, and that is enough. Jo conſole thee for the 
bad taſte of the age, I will give thee two thouſand 
crowns a year on my eſtate; let us go inſtantly to my 
nötary, and have the deed drawn.” We went thither 
accordingly, the treaſurer has ſigned the deed, and paid 
me the firſt year advance. 

I congratulated Fabricio on the unhappy fate of the 
Count de Saldagne, ſince it had turned out ſo much to the 
author's advantage. Thou haſt reaſon (continued 
he) to compliment me on that occaſion ; how happy am 
I in having been ſoundly hifſed ! if the public had been 
kind enough to honour me with applauſe, what ſervice 
ſhould I have received from it? Nothing of conſe- 
quence. I ſhould have got but a very moderate ſum 
for my labour, whereas its hiſſes have all of a ſudden 
made rae eaſy tor lite,” 


CHAP. XI. Santillane obtains an employment for 
Scipio, who departs for New Spain. 


Y- ſecretary could not without envy look upon 
M the unexpected goud fortune of the poet Nun- 
dez, which was the fole ſubject of his diſcourſe during 
eight whole days. I admire (faid he) the caprice of 
fortune, that ſometimes delights in loading a detettable 
author with wealth, while the leaves men of genius in 
miſery ; I with ſhe would take it into her head to enrich 
me allo in the ſpace of ove night.” * That may very 
well happen, (ſaid I) and much ſooner than you ima- 
gine. Thou art here in her temple, for | think we may 
call the prime miniſter's houte the temple of Fortune, 
where favours are often beltowed, which all of a ſudden 
enrich thete who obtain hem [hat is true, Sir, 
(anſwered he) but they mult be waited for with pati- 
ence.” * Once more Scipio. (!aid |) make yourlelt 
ealy ; perhaps you are on the point of having ſome good 
poſt.” A few days after, an opportunity actual!) 4 
teted 
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fered of employing him advantageouſly in the ſervice of 
the Count-Duke, and I did not let it eſcape. 
Diſcourſing one morning with Don Raymond Capo- 
ris, ſteward of the prime-miniſter, our converſation 
turned upon his excellency's revenues. © His Grace 
(faid he) enjoys the commanderies of all the military or- 
ders, which are worth forty thouſand crowns per annum, 
and he is obliged to wear the crols of Alcantara only. 
Beſides, his three poſts of great chamberlain, maſter of 
the horſe, and grand chancellor of the Indies, bring in 
two hundred thouſand more; an all that is nothing in 
compariſon io the immenle ſums which he draws from 
America. I will tell you how: when the King's ſhips ſet 
fail from Seville or Liſbon for that country, he embarks 
on board of them wine, oil and corn, which his eſtate of 
Olivarez affords, and he pays no duty. He ſells theſe 
commodities in the Indies for four times the price which 
they would yield in Spain, then employs the money in pur- 
chaſing ſpices, colours, and other things which are bought 
for almoſt nothing in that new world, and afterwards are 
ſold at a high rate in Europe. He has already got many 
millions by this trathck, without doing the leaſt preju- 
dice to the King. What will not ſurpriſe you (continu- 
ed he) is, that the people employed in tranſacting this 
commerce always return enriched, the Count allowin 


them to take care of their own fortune, while they ma- 
nage his. — | 


Colcolina's fon, who liſtened to our diſcourſe. could 


not hear Don Raymend talk thus, without interrupting 
him. Zooks! Signior Caporis, I ſhould be glad to 
be one of theſe people, for J have long witded to fee 
Mexico.” * Your curioſity will ſoon be ſatished (ſaĩd 


the ſteward to him) it Signior de Santillane has no ob- 


jection to your deſire. I ho am very nice in the choice 
of thole whom I tend to the Indies on this employment, 
(for I choote them all) 1 will, without heſitation, inſert 
you in my regilter, it your malter defires it.” * You 
will oblige me in to doing. (laid I to Don Raymond) 
pray give me that mark of your friendſhip. Scipio is a 
young man whom I love; beſides, he has a great deal 
of underſtanding, and will behave in an irreproachable 
manner, In a word, I can anſwer for him as tor mylclt.” 


It 
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« If that be the caſe, (reſumed Caporis) let him re- 
| immediately to Seville, the ſhips will fail for the In- 
ies in a month. He ſhall have a letter from me at his 
departure, for a man who will give him all neceſſary in- 
ſtructions to enrich himſelf, without prejudicing the in- 
tereſts of his excellency, which muſt ever be looked 
upon as ſacred.” 

Scipio, charmed with his employment, made haſte to 
ſet out for Seville, with a thouſand crowns which I gave 
him, to buy wine and oil in Andaluſia, and put him in a 
condition to trade in the Indies on his own bottom. Ne- 
vertheleſs, glad as he was to make a voyage by which he 
hoped to profit ſo much, be could not leave me without 
ſhedding tears, and I could not behold his departure 
with indifference. 


CHAP. XII. Don Alphonſo de Leyva comes 10 Ma- 
 _  drid: the mai ve of his journey. Gil Blas is afflicted at 
the cauſe, but rejoices at the conſequence of it. 


88 was ſcarce gone, when a page belonging to 
the miniſter brought to me a billet containing theſe 
words, If Signior de Santillane will give himſelf the 
trouble to be. St. Gabriel's head in Toledo ſtreet, 
„he will there ſee one of his beſt friends.“ Who can 
this anonymous friend be? (faid | tro myſelf) Why does 
he conceal his name? he wants, I ſuppoſe, to give me 
the pleaſure of ſurprize.” I went out immediately to 
Toledo ftreet, and going to the appointed place, was not 
a little aſtoniſhed to ſee Don Alphonſo de Leyva.“ Are 
«« you here, my lord! (cried I.) Yes, my dear Gil Blas, 
(anſwered he, huging me cloſe in his arms) it is Don 
Alphonſo himſelf whom you fee.” “What brings you 


to Madrid?“ (faid I.) * I will both ſurpriſe and afflict 


you, (he replied) in telling the cauſe of my journey. [| 
am deprived of the government of Valencia, and the 
prime-minilter has ordered me to court, to give an ac- 
count of my conduct.“ I remained a whole quarter of 
an hour mu e and thunder-ftruck, then recovering myſclt, 
aſked wit he vas acculed of. know nothing of the 
matter, (:n{wered he) but impute my dilgriice to a vilit 
which | made about three weeks ago to the Cardinat 


Duke 
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Duke of Lerma, who has been a month confined to his 
caſtle of Denia. 

„ O truly, (ſaid I, interrupting him) you have rea- 
ſon to attribute your misfortune to that indilcreet vilit ; 

u need ſeck for the caule of it no where elle; and give 
me leave to ſay, you did not conlult your uſual pru- 
dence, when you went to viſit the diſgraced minitter.” 
The error is now committed, (ſaid he) and I have 
taken my reſolution with a good grace. | will retire 
with my family to the caſtle of Leyva, where I will 
ſpend the reſt of my days in profound peace. All that 

ves me concern, is my being obliged to appear before a 
—— miniſter, who may poſſibly treat me uncivilly. 
A ſufficient mortification to a Spaniard ! nevertheleſs it 
mult be borne ; but before | would make this ſubmit- 
fion, | was willing to ſpeak with vou.” 

« My lord, (ſaid |) don't pretent yourſel: before the 
miniſter, until I know what you are accuſed of; perhaps 
the evil is not without remedv. Be that as it will, You 
muſt allow me, it vou pleate, to exert myſelf in your 
favour, as much as gratitude and friendihip require.” 
So faying, | lett him at che inn, aſſuring him that he 
ſhould hear from me ſoon. 

As had not meddled in ſtate attairs ſince the two me- 


morials, of which eloquent mention his been made, I 


went to Carnero, and aſked it 1t- was true that the go- 
vernmeat of Valencia had been taken from Don Al- 
phonſo de Leyva. He anſweted in the affirmative, but 
laid he was ignorant of the cue. Upon this, I 
formed a retolutivn, Without heſitation, to addrets my- 
ſelt to his Grace, that I might learn from his own 
mouth what cauſe he bad to complain oi Don Czlar's 
fn. 

| was fo much penetrated with th.- troubleſome event, 
that I had no occaſion to affect a melancho!y look to ap- 
pear afflicted in the eyes of the Count- Duke. What 
is the marter, Santillane ? (faid he as toon as he Faw me,) 
I perceive an impreſſion of ſorrow on thy commenance, 
and even the tears ready to drop trom thine eves : haz 
any body injured thee ? ſpeak and thou ſhalt be rev enged. 
" My Lord, (anſwered I weeping.) | cou'd nu: conceal 
my forrow from you it I would: {| am quite in deſpair. 

Vol. IV. "F being 
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being told that Don Alphonſo de Leyva, is no longer 
governor of Valencia; for I could not have heard a 
piece of news that would affect me more.” * What 
ſayeſt thou, Gil Blas? (replied the miniſter aſtoniſhed,) 
What concern canſt thou have with that Don Alphonſo 
and his government ?” I then gave him a detail of all the 
obligations | lay under to the lords of Leyva: and after. 
wards, recounted in what manner I had obtained from 
the Duke of Lerma, the government in queſtion, tor 
Don Cæſar's fon. 

When his excellency had heard me to an end, with 
an attention full of kindneſs for me, he taid, ** Dry up 
thy tears, my friend. I not only was ignorant of what 
thou haſt told me, but own alſo, that 1 looked upon Don 
Alphonto as a creature of the Cardinal of Lerma : put 
thy ſelf in my place; would not the viſit which he made 
to his eminence, make thee ſuſpect him? I am willing 
to believe, however, that having received his employ- 
ment from the Cardinal, he took that ſtep out of pure 
gratitude. I am ſorry for having diſplaced a man who 
owed his poſt to thee ; but it | have deſtroyed thy work, 
J can repair it. I will even do more for thee, than the 
Duke ot Lerma did: thy friend Don Alphonſo was no 
more than governor of the city of Valencia, and I will 
make him viceroy of the kingdom of Arragon: thou 
may 'ſt go and inform him of this piece of news, and de- 
fire him to come and take the oaths. | 


When I heard theſe words I paſſed from the extremity 


of grief, to an excets of joy, which diſturbed my intel- 
lects ſo much, that my diforder appeared in the compli- 
ment of thanks which I made to his Grace, who was 
not, however, diipleaied at my contuſion. But when! 
told him that Don Alphonſo was already at Madrid, he 
ſaid I might introduce him that very day. I ran imme- 
diately to the St Gabriel, where Don Cæſar's fon was 
overjoyed to hear of his new employment; he could 
ſcarce believe what I ſaid, ſo improbable did it ſeem to 
him, that the miniſter, whatever friendſhip he had for 
me, was capable of beſtowing viceroyalties on my recom- 
mendation. I conducted him to the Count-Duke, who 
received him very politely, and told him, He had be- 
kaved fo well in his government of the city of ny 
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tat the King thinking him qualined to fill an higher 
| 2 had named him to the viceroyalty of Arragon. 
ſides 


, (added he) that dignity is not above your birth, 


and the nobility of Arragon cannot murmur at the choice 


of the court.” _ 

His excellency made no mention of me, and the pub- 
lic never knew the part which | aQed in this affair: a 
circumſtance that ſaved Don Alphonſo and the miniſter, 
2 great many ſatirical remarks that people might have 

ed upon a viceroy of my making. 

As ſoon as Don Czfar's fon was certain of the place, 
he diſpatched an expreſs to Valencia to inform his fa- 
ther and Seraphina of his fortune, and they foon 
came to Madrid: their firſt care was to ſind me, and over- 
whelm me with thanks. What a moving and glorious 
ſight was it for me, to ſee myſelf embraced with cager- 
neſs by the three perſons in the world whom I Joved 
moſt! As ſenſible of my zeal and affection, as of the ho- 
nour which the poſt of viceroy did to their family, their 
expreſſions of gratitude to me, were infinite; they even 
ſpoke to me as to one of their own rank; they teemed to 
have forgot that | was their ſervant; and thought they 
could never enough maniteſt their triendthip. T's ſup- 
preſs uſeleſs circumitances, Don Alphonſo having re- 
ceived his letters patent, thanked the King and his mi- 
niſter, and having taken the uſual oaths, tet out with his 
family from Madrid, to go and tx his abode at $1r2- 


2oſſa *, where he made his entrance with all pollible 


magnificence ; and the Arragonians ſhewed by their ac- 
clamations, that they were very well pleated with the 
viceroy whom | had {et over them. 


* Saragoſſa, formerly Czfarea Auguſta, an antient cit» upon the 
river Ebro, capital of the kinzdom of Aragon. It hv an ar Mig 
lovereign council, and is the cat of an univirhty and ing ation. 
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CH A P. XII. Gil Blas meets Don Gafton de C 
and Don Andrea de Tordeſillas, at the palace. The con- 
clfion of the flory of Don Gaſton and Donna Helena de 


Galiſteo. Santillane does an important piece of ſervice to 
Tordefillas. 


Swam in joy for having fo luckily changed a difplaced 

governor into a viceroy : even the Lords of Leyva 
were leſs pleaſed at it, than I was. I foon had another 
opportunity of employing my credit for a iriend ; which 
I think | ſhould relate, to perſuade the reader, that I was 
no longer the ſame Gil Blas who fold the favours of the 
court, under the preceding miniſtry. | 

Being one day, in the King's antechamber, diſcourſin 
with noblemen, who, knowing my ſituation with the 
prime miniſter, did not diſdain my converſation ; I per- 
ceived in the croud, Don Gaſton de Cogollos, that ſtate- 
priſoner whom I had left in the tower of Segovia; and 
the keeper Don Andrea de Tordeſillas, along with him. 
immediately quitted my company to go and embrace 
theſe two friends, whom, if they were aſtoniſhed to lee 
me there, I was ſtill more fo, to meet in that place. 
After fore warm hugs on both fides, Don Gaſton ſaid 
to me, Signiot de Santillane, we have a world of queſ- 
tions to aſk mutuaily, and this is not a convenient place 
for that purpoſe: allow me to conduct you to a houſe 
where Signior de Lordeſillas and Iwill be glad to have 
a long ccnverſation with you.” I conſented to this pro- 
poſal; we ſqueezed thro the crowd, and going out of 
the palace, ſound Don Gaſton's coach waiting for us, in 
the ſtrect; we went into it all three, and were driven to 
the great market-place where the bull fights are per- 
formed, and there Cogollos lived in a very handſome 
houſe. ** Signivr Gil Blas, (ſaid Don Andrea, when 
we were tet in a hall magniſicently furniſhed,) at your 
departure from Segovia, you ſeemed to hate the court, 
and to be reſolved to remove from it, for ever.” © That 
was actually my deſign, (anſwered I) and ſo long as the 
late King lived, I did not change my ſentiments ; but 
when J underſtood that the prince his ſon was on the 
throne, I was willing to ſee if the new monarch wang 
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know me again; he did recollect me, and I had the good 


fortune to be favourably received ; he himſelt, recom- 
mended me to the prime-miniiter, who has conceived a 
friendſhip for me, and with whom | am in till greater 
favour, than ever | was with the Duke of Lerma. Lhis, 
Signior Don Andrea, is what | had to tell you. Now, 


pray, let me know if you are (till keeper of the tower ot 


Segovia? No indeed: {he replied) the Count Duke 
has put another in my place ; in all probability, believing 
me wholly devoted to his predecetfor.” * And as tor 
me, (ſaid Don Gatton) I was ſet at liberty, tor a quite 
contrary realon. 'The prime miniſter no ſooner learned 
that I was impriſoned at Segovia, by the Duke of Ler- 
ma's order, than he ordered me to be diſcharged : it 
now remains, Signior Gil Blas, to inform you of waat 
has happened to me, ſince I have been enlarged. 

The firſt thing I did, (continued he) aiter having 
thanked Don Andrea for his kindneſs to me, during my 
confinement, was to repair to Madrid, and preſent my- 
ſelf before the Count Duke d'Olivarez, who ſaid to me, 
*« Don't be afraid that the misfortune which hath hap- 
pened to you, will in the leaſt prejudice your reputation: 
you are now fully jultihed : and I am the more convinced 
of your innocence, becauſe the Marquis of Villareal 
whole accomplice you were ſuſpedted to be, was not 
guilty ; tor, tho he is a Portugueze, and even related to 
the Duke of Braganza, he is not ſo much in his intereſts, 
as in thoſe of the King my maſter. Your intimacy with 
that marquis, is theretore no reproach upon you; and 


in order to repair the injuſtice which you futfered, in 


being accuſed of treaton, the King has beſtowed upon 
you a lieutenancy in the Spanith guards.” | accepred the 
commiſſion, begging that his excellency would allow 
me, before I ſhould enter upon my duty, to go to Coria 
and viſit my aunt Donna Eleonora de Laxatilla. The 
miniſter gave me leave for a month, and [ ſet out, ac- 
companicd by one lacquey only : we had already paſſed 
Colmenar, and were engaged in a hollow road, between 
two mountains, when we perceived a cavalier detendin 

himſelf valiantly, againſt three men who attacked him af 
together. I did not heſitate, but rode to his tuccour, 
and put mylcli on his fide. L oblerved while we fought, 
EY that 
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that our enemies were maſked, and that we had to 
with vigorous ſwordſmen: however, in ſpite of their 
ttrength and ſkill, we remained conquerors; tor, I pierced 
one of the three, who tell from his horſe, and the other 
two immediately betook themſelves to flight. The vic- 
rory indeed, was not much leſs fatal to us, than to the 
wretch whom | had killed; fince, after the action, my 
companion and I, found ourſelves dangerouſly wounded. 
But you may what was my ſurprize, when in this 
cavalier, | recollected Combados the huſband of Donna 
Helena! He was no leſs aſtoniſhed when he ſaw that I 
was his defender : © Ah, Don Gaſton ! (cried he) was it 
you then who came to my aſſiſtance! when you fo gene- 
rouſly eſpouſed my cauſe, you little thought it was that 
of the man who deprived you of your miſtreſs.” « | 
was really ignorant of it, (anſwered I) but had | known 
you, do you imagine that I ſhould' have ſcrupled to do 
hat I have done ? are you ſo much miſtaken in me, as 
to think me ſo baſe ?” No, no, (he replied) I have a 
better opinion of your virtue; and if I die of the wounds 
which | have received, I hope yours will not hinder you 
from profiting by my death.“ Combados, (ſaid I) al- 
though I have not yet forgot Donna Helena, know, that 
don t deſite to enjoy her, at the expence of your life; 
Jam even glad of having contributed towards faving you 
from the twords of three aſſaſſins, fince in that, I have 
performed an action agreeable to your wife.” While we 
converſed in this manner, my lacquey alighted, and a 
proaching the dead cavalier, took off his maſk and diſco- 
vered features which Combados immediately knew. * It 
is Caprara ! (cried he) that perfidious couſin, who, oat 
of ſpite, for having been diſappointed of a rich eſtate 
which he unjuſtly diſputed with me, has a long time che- 
riſhed the deſire of murdering me, and at length, choſen 
this day, to put it in execution; but heaven hath per- 
mitted him to fall a victim to his own deſign.” 

Mean while our blood flowed a- pace, and we grew 
weaker and weaker : nevertheleſs, wounded as we were, 
we had ftrength enough to go to the town of Villarejo, 
which was but two gun-thots from the field of battle. 
We alighted at the firit inn we came to, and ſending for 
ſurgeons, one was brought, who had the reputation of 

being 
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being very expert in his profeſſion: he examined our 
wounds, which he found dangerous, then dtetſed them, 
and next day, atter having * an off the dteſſings, de- 
clared that the wounds oft Don Bias were mortal; he 
judged more tavourably of mine, and his prognoſticks 
were tultilled. 

Combados hearing his doom, thought of nothing but 
reparing tor death: he like wiſe diſpatched an expreis to 
inform his wife of what had happened, and ot his pre- 
ſent melancholy fituation ; upon which, Donna Helena 
ſetting out immediately, ſoon arrived at Villarejo, her 
mind diſturbed with 2 diſquiet which had two different 
cauſes: the danger in which her huſband was, and the 
dread of feeling at fight of me, a flame which was but 
half cxtinguithed, revive, created a terrible agitation in 
her breaſt. ** Madam, (taid Don Blas when the came 
into his preſence) you arrive time enough to receive my 
laſt adicu : 1 am going to die, and | regard my death as 
the puniſhment oi heaven, lor having by a deceit, de- 
prived you ot Don Gatton. Far irom murmuring at my 
fate, | exhort you to reſtore to him the heart which [ 
unjuſtly teized.” Donna Helena anſwered only, by her 
tears; and truly, it was the beſt reply the could make, as 
ſhe was not as yet, ſo much detached from me, as to 
forget the artitice which he had practiled, to make her 
break her vows. 

As the ſurgeon had prognofticated, Combados died 
of his wounds, in leis than three days, while mine in- 
dicated a ſpeedy cure. The young widow who was 
wholly engrotted by the care of tranfporting her huſ- 
band's corps to Coria, in order to pertorm all the funeral 
honours which the owed to his aſhes, departed from Vil- 
larejo, atter having enquired (thro' pure politeneſs) about 
my health. As ſoon as | could follow ker, I tet out alto 
for Coria, where my recovery being compleated, my 
aunt Donna Eleonori, and Don George de Galiſteo re- 
ſolved that Helena and 1 mould be married torthwith, 
lett fortune ſhould again part us, by tome unlucky acci- 
dent. Lhis marriage was celebrated in private, on ac- 
count of the too recent death of Don Blas; and a few 
days after, I returned to Madrid with Donna Helena. 
As | had exceeded the time pretciibed by the Count 

P + Duke, 
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Duke, for my journey, I was afraid that he had given 
to another, the lieutenancy which he had promiſed to 
me: but he had not diſpoſed of it, and was fo good as 

to admit the excuſes which | made for my delay. 
lam now (continued Cogollos) heutenant of the 
Spaniſh guard, am pleaſed with my employment, and 
have conttacted fome agreeable friends, with whom I live 
rery happily.” + I wiſh 1 could ſay as much; (cried 
Don Andrea) but l am very far from being bete with 
my condition: | have loſt my poſt, which was pretty 
advantageous; and I have no friends who have credit 
enough to procure me ſuch another.” * Pardon me, 
dignior Don Andrea, (ſaid | (miling) you have in me, a 
iriend who.is good for ftometking. I have already ſaid 
that | am (till better beloved by the Count Duke, than 
ever | was by the Duke of Lerma. and you have the aſ- 
lurance to tell me, to my face, that you have not a friend 
who can procure a good poſt tor you. Have I not once 
betore,, done you tuch a piece of ſervice: Remember 
that by the intereſt of the archbiſhop of Granada, I was 
the occaſion of your being named to exercile an employ- 
ment at Mexico, where you would have made our for- 
tune, iſ love had not detained you in the city of Alicant; 
and lam at pr. fcut, more capable of lerving you, having 
the ear of the prime-miniſter.” “ | trutt wholly to you 
tin, iropled turd la) but, (added he (railing in his 
turn, pray, don ici me to New-Spain; I would not 
go hither, it | was tote made chiei judge of Mexico.” 
We were in*crivind in this part ot our Cenveriation, 
by Donna Helena who came into the hall, and whoſe 
amiable perion counted the charming idea which I had 
torined of her beauty.“ Madam, (taid Cogollos to her) 
Unis is 21gnior de Sautiilane, of whom you have heard me 
ſpeak, and whote agreeable company, hath otten ſuſ- 
pended my forrows, while | was in priſon.” Yes, ma- 
dum, (ſaid | to Donna Helena) my converſation pleaſed 
him. becauſe you was always the tubject of it.” Don 
George's daughter made a modelt reply to my compli- 
ment ; after which, I took my leave of this couple, pro- 
teſting that I was raviſhed to find their long patlion. was 
at length crowned by a happy marriage. Ihen addreſſ- 
ing myſelf to Lordeũllas, 1 defired him to give me his 
direction, 
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diceQion, which when TI received ; © Withont bidding 
you adieu, Don Andrea, 'faid I) I hope in lefs than eight 
days, you will ſee that | have power as well as friend- 
ſhip.” My words were foon verified ; the very next day. 
the Count Duke furniſhed me with an occaſion to oblige 
the keeper. ** Santillane, (ſaid his excellency) the place 
of governor of the royal priſon at Valladolid, is vacant : 
it brings in more than three hundred piſtoles per annum, 
and I am refolved to beſtow it upon thee.” * I wou 
not have it, my lord, (anſwered I) were it worth te 
thouſand ducats yearly : I renounce all poſts that I can- 
not enjoy, without removing from your grace.” * Bur, 
(reſumed the miniſtet) thou maytt very well enjoy this, 
without being obliged to leave Madrid, except to go 
ſometimes to Valladolid, to viſit the prifon.” “ You 
may ſay what you pleaſe; (I replied) I will not accept of 
that employment, but on condition that 1 ſhall be al- 
lowed to reſign in favour of a brave gentleman called Don 
Andrea de Lordeſillas, formerly keeper of the tower of 
Segovia: I thould love to make him that pretent, as an 
acknowledgement tor the kind treatment | received from 
him during my confinement.” 

The miniſter laughing at this diſcourſe, ſaid, © I fee, 
Gil Blas, thou hatt a mind to make a governor of a 
royal priſon, as thou haſt made a viceroy. Well, be it 


. fo, my fiend, I give to thee, this vacant place for or- 


deſillas; but tell me freely, what advantage thou wilt 
reap trom it: for I don't believe thee fool enough to em- 
ploy thy credit for nothing. My lord, (antwered 1) 
ought not a man to pay his debts * Don Andrea in the 
moſt diſintereſted manner, did me all the ſervice he could: 
ought not I to requite his gencrotity ?” “ You are be- 
come very diſintereſted, Mr. Santillane, (aid his excel- 
lency,) | think you were not to much lo, under the laſt 
miniſter.” © I own it aid I) my morals were corrupted 
by bad cumple: as every thing was then put to ſale, I 
conformed mytelt to the tatkion 3 and az every thing is 
now given away | have refumed my integrity.” 

I procured, then, the government of the royal prifon 
of Valladolid, for Don Andrea, whom, in a little time, 
I ſent to that city, as well fatizhed wich his new ſettle- 

BR ment, 
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ment, as I was with the opportunity of acquitting myſelf 
of the obligations lo ed him. * 


C HAP. XIV. Santillane viſits the poet Nunez : an 
account of the pe ri s whom he found, and the diſcourſe 
which he heard at his lodg iugs. : 

NE afternoon, I was feized with an inclination of 
viſiting the Afturian poet, being curious to know 

how he was lod | went accordingly, to the houſe 
at Signior Don Bertrand Gomez de Ribero, and aſking 
tor Nunnez, © He does not live here: (faid the porter) 
but lodges there at preſent, having hired the back-fide 
of the houſe. So ſaying, he pointed to a houſe in the 
neighbourhood, whither1 went, and after having croſſed 

a imall court, entered into a naked hall, where I found 

ny friend Fabricio ſtill at table, with hve or fix of his 

companions whom he treated that day. 

'T hey had almoſt dined, and conſequently, were in a 
trim tor diſputing ; but as ſoon as they perceived me, 
their noiſy diſcourſe ſubſided into profound ſilence. 
Nunnez pot up with great eagerneſs to receive me, cry- 
ing: Gentlemen, this is Signior de Santillane, who is 
0 good as to honour me with a vitit ; prav, join me, ia 
paying your reſpects to the favourite of the prime-mi- 
nitter.” At thete words, all the gueſts got up alſo to ſa · 
Jute me; and in tavour of the title which I had received, 
treated me with great civility and reipect. Altho' I was 
neither hung'y nor thirſty, I could not excuſe myſelf 
from fitting down at table with them; and was even. 
obliged to honour the toaſt which they had propoſed. 

As | imagined that my preſence was a check upon their 
converſation: ** Gentlemen, (ſaid 1) | have interrupted 
your diſcourſe: pray, reſume it, or 1 will begone.” 
** 'Thele gentiemen, (ſaid Fabricio) were talking of the 
Iigenia of Euripides. The batchetor Melchior de Vil- 
legas, who is a critic of the firſt order, was aſking of Sig- 
nior Don ſaciato de Romarata, what was the moſt in- 
terefing circumſtance of that tragedy.” „ Yes, (faid 
Don Jacinto) and I anſwered that it was the danger cf 
[phigenia.” * And I (ſaid the batchelor) replied (and I 
am tæady to demo nſttate wy ailertion,) that the danger is 

not 


— 


r 
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not the moſt intereſting part of the ſubject.“ What 
is, then? (cried the old licentiate Gavricl de Leon.) 
"Tis the wind {faid the batchelor.) 
The whole company burtt out into laughing, at this 
rtee, which | could not believe ferious ; | thought 
that Melchior pronounced it, with a view of enlivening 
the converſation : but I did not know this virtuolo, who 
was a man that did not at al} underitand raillery. 
„Laugh as much as you pleaſe, gentlemen ; (replied he 
drily) | maintain, that the wind atone, ought to intereſt, 
ſurprize and move the ſpectator : figure to yourlelves, a 
numerous army aſſembled to go and beſiege 'I roy : con- 
ceive all the impatience of the chiefs and foldicrs, to 
execute that enterprize, that they may ſpeedily return 
into Greece, where they have left what is mott dear to 
them, their wives, children and houſehold-gods: in the 
mean time, a curſed contrary wind detains them at 
Aulis, ſeems to nail them to the port, and if it does not 
change, they cannot go and beſtege the city of Priam ; 
it is the wind, theretore, which conſtitutes the molt in- 
tereſting point of that tragedy. | ſhare with the Greeks, 


1 eſpoute their cauſe, my whole with is the departure or 


the fleet, and I fee with inditterence, the danger of Iphi- 
genia, ſince her death is the only means of obtaining a 
tavourable wind from the gods.” 

Villegis had no ſooner done ſpeaking, than the Iaugh 
was renewed at his expence. Nunnez was fo mite! c. 
vous as to ſupport his opinion, that he might atford m 
game to the ralliers, who began to pats a great man 
ſokes upon the wind: but the batchelor beholding the:n 
all, with a phlegmatic, haughty look, treated them a3 
ignorant and vulgar minds. I expected every moment, 
to ſee them warm, and to go to loggerheads, the utya! 
end of their diſſertations; but 1 was baulked in my ex- 
pectation: they were contented with reviltng one another, 
and withdrew when they had eaten and drank their (il, 

When they were gone, I aſked Fabricio, why he di: 
not live {till with his treaſurer; and if he had quarrelled 
with him. © Quarrelied! (antwered he) God forbi: : 
Jam more in M our than ever, with Signior Don Ber- 
trand, wh allowed me to lodge by mytelf. | have, 
therefore, hired theſe lodgings, to receive my friends, 

und 
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and make merry with them in full liberty: which is of- 
ten the cale; tor, thou knowelt that I am not of an 
humour to leave much wealch to my heirs ; and what is 
very happy for me, | am, at preſent, in a condition of 
enjoying parties of plealure, every day.” © |] am 
overjoved to hear it, my dear Nunnez, (taid I) and 1 
cannot help congratulating thee again, upon the ſuc- 
ceſs of thy laſt tragedy : the whole eight hundred dia- 
matic pieces of the great Lope, have not brought 


him one fourth of what thou haſt got by thy Count 
ce Saldagne. 


BOOK NIL. 


CHAP. I. Gi Blas is ſent to Toleds by the miniſter : the 
motive and ſucceſs of bis journey. 


TY a whole month almoſt, his Grace had been 
ſaving to me every day, Santillane, the time 
draws near when [I thall ſet thy addteſs to work; and 
tei this time did not come. At length, however, it ar- 
weed; and Lis Exceliency ſpoke to me in theſe words: 
Id is reported, that in the company of players be- 
Waging to Toledo, there is a young actreſs whole ta- 
l-nts make a great noile : it is ſaid that the dances and 
angs divinely, and quite captivates the ſpectators by her 
veclamation. I am affured alto, that ſhe has a con- 
ierable are of beauty. Sach a genius deſerves to 


appear at court. The King loves plays, muſic and 


dancing,; and he mult not be deprived of the pleaſure 
of ſecing and hearing a perſon of fuch extraordinary 
merit. l have reſolved, therefore, to fend thee to 
Toledo, to judge by thyſelf, whether or not ſhe is 
astually wch a wonderful gErefs. 1 will be govern- 
el by the imprefiion ſhe ſhall make upon thee, as 
| depend a great deal on thy diſcernment.” I an- 
twered, that | ſhould give his Grace a good account 
of that affair; and prepared for my departure with one 
I2cquey only, whom I ordered to put off the —_— 

| very, 


. — 


Toledo. You will fee (he reſumed) one of the fineſt 
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livery, that things might be done the more myſteriouſly. 
And this was very much to his Excellency's taſte. I ſet 
out then for Toledo, where when I arrived, I alighted 
at an inn near the caſtle. Scarce had I fet my foot to 
the ground, when the landlord taking me, doubtleſs, for 
ſome country gentleman, faid to me, Signior Cava- 
lier, I ſuppoſe you are come to town, to ſee the auguſt 
ceremony of the Auto da Fe *, which is to be performed 
to-morrow.” I anſwered in the affirmative, thinking it 
more prudent to let him believe that, than to give him 
an opportunity of queſtioning me about my coming to 


proceſſions that ever happened: there are (I am told) 
more than a hundred priſoners, among which, they rec- 
kon above ten who are to be burnt.” | 
Next morning, indeed, before fun-riſe, I heard all 
the bells of the city tolling ; and this melancholy found 
was to advertiſe the people, that they were going to be- 
gin the Auto da Fe. Curious to fee this ſolemnity, I put 
on my cloaths in a hurry, and repaired to the inquiſi- 
tion. All along the ſtreets through which the proceſſion 
was to pals, ſcaffolds were erected, upon one of which 
I hired a place. Ina little time I perceived the Domini- 
cans, who walked foremoſt, preceded by the banners of 
the inquiſition. Theſe good fathers were immediatel 
followed by the wretched victims which were to be ſacri- 
ficed that day by the holy otfice. Theſe miſerable crea- 
tures walked one after another, with their heads and 
feet bare, each having a wax-taper in his hand, and 
a godfather + by his ſide. Some had large ſcapu- 
laries of yellow ſtuff, garniſhed with St. Andrew's 
croſſes painted red, and called Sanbenita ; others wore 
Carochas, which are high paper-caps made in the 
ſhape of a ſugar-loat, and covered with flames and dia- 
bolical figures. 
As I looked attentively at theſe unfortunate people, 
with a compaſſion which I took care to conceal, that I 
might not tuffer tor it, I thought I tecollected, among 


® The Act of Faith. 
+ People named by the Inquiſitor, to accompany the priſoners in 
the Aus da Fe, and obliged to be agtverable tor them. thoſe 
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thoſe who had their heads adorned with Carochas, the 
reverend father Hilary, and his companion brother Am- 
broſe. They paſſed fo near me, that I could not be 
miſtaken. * What do I fee! (faid | to mylelf) heaven, 
wearied with the ditorderly lives ot theſe wretches, hath 
delivered them at laſt to the juſtice of the inquiſition!ꝰ 
So ſaying, I felt myſelf feized with horror: I trembled 
from head to foot, and my ſpirits were fo diſordeted, 
that I had almoſt ſwooned. Ihe connexion which | 
once had with theſe rogues, the adventure of Xelva, 
in ſhort, all the circumitances of my correſpondence 
with them, preſented themſelves that moment to m 
fancy ; and I thought I could never be thankful enough 
to God, for having preſerved me from the ſcapulary and 
Carochas. 

When the ceremony was ended, I returned to the 
inn, trembling at the dreadtul ſpectacle which I had be- 
held: but theſe afflifting images, which diſturbed my 
imagination, diſperſed inſenfibly : and now my whole 
ſtudy was to acquit myſelf handſamely of the commil- 
fion intruſted to my care I waited impatienily tor play- 
time, that I might go to the theatre, judging that to be 
the moſt proper beginning of my work: and as ſoon as 
the hour came, I went thither, and fat down by a knight 
of Alcantara; with whom entering into converſation, 
„ Signior, (ſaid I to him) may a ſtranger be fo bold as 
to aſk you one queſtion ?” “ Signior Cavalier, (antwered 
he, very politely) I ſhall think it an honour.” * [ have 
heard the actors of Toledo (| refumed) very much ex- 
tolled: pray, have I been miſinformed?“ “ No, (ce- 
plied the knight) their company is not bad; nay, there 
are great players among them. You will ſce, among 
others, the fair Lucretia, au actreſs of tourteen vears ot 
age, who will ſurprize you very much. I thall have no 
occaſion to point her out to you; when ſhe appears, 
you will eaſily diſtinguiſh her from the tel.“ I atked it 
the was to play that evening; and he told me ſhe wouic'; 
obſerving at the ſame time, that ſbe had a very 
ſhining part to act in the piece which was going to be 
repreſented. 

The play began; and two actreſſes, who had neglect- 
ed nothing which could contribute towards _—_— 

| m 
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them charming, appeared on the ſtage : but, in ſpite of 
the luſtre of their diamonds, I took neither the one nor 
the other for her whom | expected. At length, Lucre- 
tia walked forwards trom the bottom of the ſtage ; and 
her appearance was ſaluted by a long and general cla 
ping of hands. Ah! there ſhe is (faid 1 to myſelf:) 
what a noble air! what grace! what tine eyes! O the 
divine creature ! I was actually very well pleaſed, or ra- 
ther, paſſionately ſtruck with her perſon. On hearing 
her recite the firſt couplet, | found the had nature, fire, 
an underſtanding above her age; and l willingly joined 
my applaule to that which ſhe received from the whole 
audience, during the performance. * Well, (faid the 
knight to me) you ſee how Lucretia is careſſed by the 
public.” I am not at all ſurpriſed at it, (anſwered I.) 
© « You would be leſs fo ſti}, (ſaid he) if you had heard 
her ſing. She is a perfect ſyren. Woe be to thoſe that 
litten! Her dancing is no leſs formidable. Her ſteps, as 
dangerous as her voice, charm the eye, and force the 
heart to yield.” ** If that be the caſe, {cried I) it 
muſt be owned, ſhe is a prodigy ! What happy mortal 
has the pleaſure of ruining himſelf for ſuch an amiable 
creature? 

„ She has no declared lover, (ſaid he) and even ſcan- 
dal has not as vet involved her in any private intrigue. 
Nevertheicls, (added he) this may ſoon be the cale ; tor 
Lucretia is under the conduct of her aunt Eitella, who 
is certainly the moſt expert of all the actreſſes. At the 
name of Eitella, I interrupted the knight with precipita- 
tion, to alk it that Ettella was an actreſs of the Toledo 
company. She is one of the beſt of them (ſaid he :) 
the has not acted to-day, and we have ſuttered by her 
abſence : the uſually plays the part of the waiting-wo- 
man, which the pertorms to admiration. Her action is 
full of ſpirit; perhaps too full: but it is an agreeable 
fault, which ought to be forgiven.” he knight told 
me wonder: oi this Eiteila ; and by the picture he drew 
of her perſon, I never doubted that it was Laura, that 
fame Laura of whom I have (poke {o much in my hiſtory, 
and whom | had left at Granada. 

However, to be more certain ſtill, after the play, I 
went behind the ſcenes ; and caſting my eyes —_ 


228 The ADVENTURES of 


found her in the tyring-room, talking to ſome gentlemen 
who, perhaps, regarded her only as the aunt of Ly. 
cretia. I advanced to falute Laura; but whether 
through whim, or in order to puniſh me for my ptecipi- 
tate departure from Granada, the pretended not to know 
me, and received my civilities fo drily, that I was a 
little diſconcerted. Inſtead of upbraiding her in a laugh- 
ing humour, for her cold behaviour towards me, | was 
fool enough to be nettled at it: I even retired haſtily, 
- reſolving, in my paſſion, to return next day to Madrid. 
To be revenged ot Laura, (faid I to myſelf) her 
niece ſhall not have the honour of appearing before the 
King: for this purpole, | can give to the miniſter ſuch 
a deſcription of Lucretia as I pleaſe : | have no more 
to do, but to tell him that ſhe dances with a bad grace, 
that ſhe has a ſqueaking voice, and in ſhort, that her 
charms conſiſt in her youth only. I am ſure his Excel- 
lency, afrer that, will have no inclination to bring her to 
court.” | 

Such was the vengeance I meditated againſt Laura, 
for her behaviour to me; but my reſentment did not laſt 
long: next day, juſt as | was about to depart, a page 
entered my chamber, and faid, + Here is a letter tor 
Signior de Santillane.” ** 1 am the perſon, my child,” 
antwered I, taking the letter, which contained theſe 
words: Forget the manner in which you was received 
« laſt night in the tyring-room, and be fo good as to 
follow the bearer.” ? immediately took the page 
for my conductor, who, when we were near the play- 
houſe, introduced me into a very handome houle, 
where I found Laura at her toilet, in a very genteel 
apartment. | | 

She got up to embrace me, ſaying, © Signior Gil 
Blas, I know that you have no cauſe to be pleaſed with 
the reception you met with, when you came to ſalute 
me in our tyring-room : an old tricnd, like you, had a 
right to expect more civil treatment : but 1 mult tell 
you, tor my excuſe, that I was then in a very bad ku- 
mour. When you appeared, I was quite engroſſed by 
ſome ſcandalous diſcourſe which one of our gentlemen 
had uttered againit my niece, whoſe honour is dearer to 
me than my own, Your ſudden retreat (added — 

| e | |; Made 
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made me immediately recolle& myſelf ; and that mo- 
ment | ordered my page to follow you to your le 
that might to-day make amends for my fault.“ That 
is alread; lone, my dear Laura (ſaid I:) let us talk no 
more of that matter: let us rather inform one another 
of what has happened to us. fince the unlucky day on 
which the dread of juſt chaſtiſement made me quit Gra- 
nada with great precipitation. I left you, you may te- 
member in pretty great perplexity : pray, how did you 
extricate yourtelt ? Had you not occaſion for all your 
addrets, to appeaſe your Portugueze lover?“ © Not at 
all (replied Laura.) don't you know, that in ſuch caſes 
the men are fo weak, that they ſometimes even ſpare the 
women the trouble to juſtity themſelves. I affirmed 
(continued the) to the Marquis of Marialva, that thou 
wait my brother. Pardon me, Mr. Santillane, if I ſpeak 
to you as familiarly as heretofore : but | can't get rid of 
my old habits. I tell thee then, that I brazened it out: 
* Dont you flee, (ſaid | to the Portugueze nobleman) 
that all his is the work of jealouſy and tage? Narcitla, 
my comrade and rival, incenled to fee me in quiet 
poiſc on of a heart of which ſhe was baulked, has 
played me this trick : the has bribed the under candle- 
inuiter, who, as the minitter of her refeutment, has the 
impudence to {ay, that he has teen me Arlenia's cham- 
bermaid Nothing can be more talle : the widow of 
Don \ntunio Cocllo always entertained too noble ſenti- 
ments, to hurible hertelt fo low as to ſerve an actreſs. 
Beudes, wha. proves the falſity of the accutaiion, and 
the conſpiracy of my acculers, is the precipitate retreat 
of my brother: it he was preſent, he might contound 
their flander but Narciſſa has, doubtleis, employed 
ſome new artifice, to make him diſappear. Though 
theſe reatons (puriued Laura) made but an indifferent 
apology, the Marquis was ſo good as to be ſatistied with 
it: and that good-natured nobleman continued to 
love me, until the day ot his departure. from Gra- 


nada, on his return from Pormgal. Indeed, he did not 


ſtay long after e; and the wite of Zapata had 
the pleature of ſectug me 1% the lover of whom I had 
deprived her. Atter that, I lived 'ome years at Gra- 
nada: then a diviſion happening in our company, which 
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is often the caſe, all the players ſeparated : ſome went 
to Seville, others to Cordova ; and I came to Toledo, 
where | have been ten years, with my niece Lucretia, 
whom thou muſt have ſeen act laſt night, ſince thou 
walt at the play.” 

I could not help laughing in this place ; and Laura, 
aſking the cauſe, Can't you gueſs? (faid I:) you have 
neither brother nor ſiſter, and, of conſequence, cannot 
be Lucretia's aunt. Beſides, when I calculate the time 
which hath elapſed, fince our laſt ſeparation, and com- 
pare it with the age of your niece, I cannot help think- 
ng, that you are more nearly related.” 

underſtand you, Mr. Gil Blas, (replied Don An- 
tonio's widow, reddening) what a chronologiſt you are |! 
it is impoilible to make you believe it. Well then, my 
friend, Lucretia is my daughter by the Marquis of Ma- 
Tialva ; ſhe is the fruit of our correſpondence ; I can no 
longer conceal it from thee.” * What a great effort you 
make, my princeſs, (ſaid I) in revealing that ſecret, after 
having imparted to me your adventures with the ſteward 
of the hoſpital of Zamora. I muſt tell you, moreover, 
Lucretia is a maid of ſuch fingular merit, that the public 
can never be thankful enough to you, for having made 


ſuch a preſent to it. It were to be wiſhed, that all your 


comrades had done the ſame.” If ſome miſchievous reader, 
in this place, recollecting the private converſations which 
I had with Laura at Granada, while | was tecretary to the 


Marquis of Marialva, ſuſpects that I might have dif- : 


puted with that nobleman the honour of being Lucre- 
tia's father, it is a ſuſpicion, the injuſtice of which 1 
muſt avow to my ſhame. I recounted my principal ad- 
ventures to Laura, in my turn, and made her acquainted 
with my preſent ſituation. She liſtened to my narration 
lo attentively, as to ſhew that it was far from being in- 
different to her: and when | had finiſhed it, ** Friend 
Sancillane, ſaid the) I find you act a very conſiderabie 
part on the theatre of the world ; and you cannot ima- 
ine how much I am overjoyed at your good fortune. 
hen I ſhall bring Lucretia to Madrid, with an intention 

to introduce her into the prince's company, I flatter my- 
ſelf that ſhe will find a powerful protector in Signior de 
Santillane“ Never doubt that, (aniwered 1) you 
may 
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may depend upon me: I will procure your daughter's 


admittance into the prince's company. whenever you 
pleaſe : this is what 1 can promite, without preſuming 
too much upon my power. | would take you at 
your word, (replied Laura) and ſet out for Madrid to- 
morrow, were [I not reſtricted to this place, by engage- 
ments with our company.” An order from court can 
break thele ties, (ſaid I) and you ſhall receive one in leſs 
than eight days. I ſhall be pleated ia taking Lucretia 
from the Toledans : ſuch an handſome actreſs is deſtined 
for courtiers, and properly belongs to us. 

Lucretia entered the room, juſt as | had pronoun- 
ced theſe words; and feemed fo pretty and engaging, 
that 1 took her for the goddeſs Hebe. She had jutt ri- 
ſen; and her natural beauty ſhining without the help of 
art, preſented a raviſhing object to my view. Come, 
niece, (faid her mother to her) come and thank this 
gentleman for his friendſhip: he is an old acquaintance 
of mine, who has great intereſt at court, and intends to 
introduce us both into the prince's company. Theſe 
words ſeemed to give pleaſure to the dear girl, who 
made me a low court'ly ; and faid, with an enchanting 
ſmile, I moft humbly thank you lor your obliging in- 
tention ; but in taking me from the people by whom | 
am beloved, are you ture that I thall pleaſe the audience 
at Madrid? | ſhall, perhaps, lole by the change. I 
remember to have heard my aunt fay, that ſhe has feen 
actors cateſſed in one place, and hifſed in another; and 
this gives me fome concern: beware ot expoſing me to 
the contempt, and yourlelf to the reproaches of the 
court.“ Fair Lucretia. (aniwered I) neither you nor 
} have reaton to be apprehenſive oi that: I rather fear, 
that by inflaming all that behold you, vou will create 
ſome miſunderitzanding among our grandees.” * The 
tear of my niece (nd Laura) is better founded than 
yours : but | hope chey are both vain: if Lucretia can- 
not make a no.'e by her charms, in recompence, the is 
no contemptible actreſs.“ 

Our converſation laſted ſome time longer; and I had 
reaſon to conclude, from every thing which Lucretia 
faid, that ſhe was a maid of a tuperior genius. | then 
took my leave of the two ladies, alſuring them, that 


they 
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they ſhould ſoon have an order from court to repair to 
Madrid. 


CHAP. II. Santillane gives an account of bis com- 
miſſion to the miniſter who employs him to bring Lucretia 
to Madrid. The arrival of that atireſi, and ber appea- 


rance at court. 


T my return to Madrid, I found the Count-Duke 
very impatient to know the ſucceſs of my journey. 
« Gil Blas, (faid he) haſt thou ſeen this ſame actreſs? Is 
ſhe wor h bringing to court? My lord, (I replied) 
fame, which uſually praiies beauties more than they de- 
ſerve, has not ſaid enough in commendation of youn 
Lucretia; ſhe is an admirable creature, both 4s to her 
perſon and talents.” * js it poſſible ! (cried the mini- 
ſter, with an inter or fatistaction which | read in his eyes, 
and which made me believe that he had ſent me to Lo- 
ledo on his own account) is it poſlible that ſhe can be fo 
amiable ?” When you have ſeen her, (anſwered I) 
you will own, that no elogium can do juſtice to her 
charms.” * Santillane, (taid his Excellency) give me a 
faithiul relation of thy journey; I ſhall be very glad to 
hear it.” To ſatisty my maſter, I then recounted all, 
even the hiſtory of Laura incluſively. | told him, that 
this actreſs had Lucretia by the Marquis of Marialva, a 
Portugueze nobleman, who ſtopping at Granada on his 
travels, fell in love with her In ſhort, when I had re- 
counted to his Grace every thing that happened between 
the two actreſſes and me, he ſaid, I am overjoyed to 
hear that Lucretia is the daughter of a man of quality; 
that circumſtance intereſts me ſtill more in her behalf; 
ſhe muſt be brought to town. But (added he) con- 
tinue as thou haſt begun; let not me appear in it; e- 
very thing mult pals in the name of Gil Blas de San- 
tillane.” 
Il went and told Carnero, that his Excellency defired 
him to expedite an order, by which the King received 
into hi: company Eveila and Lucretia, two actrefſes of 
Toledo, Aha! Signior de Santillane, (ſaid Carnero, 
with a ſatirical ſmile) yes, you ſhall be ſerved imme- 


diately, ſince, in all appearance, you intereſt * 


or 
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for theſe two ladies.” At the ſame time, he wrote an 
order with his own hand, and delivered it to me ex 
dited ; fo that ! lent it inſtantly to Eitella by the ſame 
lacquey who had attended me to 'Loledo. Eight days 
after. the mother and daughter arriving at Madrid, took 
lodgings hard by the Prince's company, and their firſt 
care was to give me notice of it by a billet. | viſited 
them immediately, where, after a thouland offers of 
ſervice on my hide, and as many acknowledgements on 
theirs, | lett them to prepare for their firſt public 
appearance, which I withed might be brilliant and ſuc- 
ceistul 
They advertiſed themſelves as two new actreſſes, 
whom the Prince's company had teceived by an order 
from court; and they began wi wa comedy which they 
had often acted at Toledo with applauſe. In what part 
of the world are new fights difregarded ? IH. way- 
houſe was that day filled with an extraordinary concourſe 
of ſpectators; and you may well imagine, that | did not 
fail to be there. I ſuffered a little be ore the piece be- 
n; and prepoſſeſſed as I was in favour of the talents 
th of mother and daughter, I trembled for them, ſo 
much was I intereſted in their ſucceſs. But ſcarce had 
they opened their mouths, when my fear was baniſhed 
by the applauſe which they received. Eitella was look- 
ed upon as a conſummate comic actreſs, and Lucretia 
as a prodigy in tender parts. This laſt captivated all 
hearts. Some admired the heau:y of her eyes, others 
were touched by the ſweetnaſs of her voice ; and every 
body {truck with the graces and brilliancy of her youth, 
went away enchanted by her :ppearance. 
The Count Duke being more inte. efted than I ima- 
ined in the firit eſſay ot this actre!s, was at the play 
t evening ; and I ſaw him go out ahout the end of 
the performance, ſeemingly very well atis ed with our 
two new players. Curious to know it he was really af- 
fected with their ſucceſs, I followed him nome, and go- 
ing into his clolet juſt after him.“ Well, my Lord, 
(faid T) is your Excellency fatisfied with young Ma- 
rialva ?” „ My Excelleney (anſwered he tmiling, would 
be very nice indeed, if I refuſed to join my vote to that 
of the publick. Yes, child, I am charmed with thy 


Lucreua, 
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Lucretia, and I don't doubt that the King will be pleaſed 
whee he fro her. e 


CHAP. Il. Lucretia makes a great noiſe at court, 
and acts before the King, who falls in love with her. 


The conſequences of bis paſſion. 


HE appearance of two new actreſſos ſoon made a 

noiſe at court; the very nex day it was ſpoke of 
at the King's Levee. Some noblemen extolled young 
Lucretia in particular, and drew iuch a beautiful picture 
of her, that the Monarch was (truck with it: but diſ- 
ſembling the impretſion which their diicourtes made up- 
on his heart, he ſeemed to take no notice of what they 
ſaid. Nevertheleſs, as ſoon as he found himſelf alone 
with the Count-Duke, he aſked who this actreſs was 
whom they praited ſo much. The miniſter antwered, 
that ſhe was a young player of Toledo, who had made 
her firſt appearance the preceding night with great ſuc- 
ceſs. She is called Lucretia, (added he) a name very ſuit- 
able to people of her proteilion She is an acquaiatance 
of Santillane's, who ſpoke ſo much in her tavour, that I 
thought proper to receive her into your Majeſty's com- 
pany.” The King ſmiled when he heard my name 
mentioned, becauſe he remembred perhaps tliat mo- 
ment, that it wazi ho had made him acquainted with Ca- 
talina, and foreſaw that I ſhould do him the ſame ſervice 
on this occa ton Count, (taid he to the minitter) I 
wili go to morrow and ſee this Luctetia act. Take care 
to advertile her of my intention.” 

The Count Duke having repeated this converſation to 
me, and informed me of the King's deſigu, ſent me ta 
impart it to our two actretles © | come (taid I to Laura, 
who was the firſt I met) to tell yuu a piece of great nes; 
you will to-morrow have among your ſpectators the to- 
vereign of this monarchy ; this is what Jam ordered by 
the miaitter to acquaint you with. I don't doubt that 


your daughter and you will do your utmatt to deſerve 


the honour which the King intends vou; but I advite 

u to chooſe a piece in which there is both dancing and 
muſick, that he may ailmire all the talents of Lucretia 
together.“ We will take your advice, (replied Laura) 


and 
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good actreſs.“ 


did not learn till next day what i was fo curious to know. 
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and do all in our power to amuſe the Prince.” © He 
cannot fail of being pleaſed, (ſaid I, ſeeing Lucretia 
come in, in a diſhabille, which gave her more charms 
than the moſt ſuperb theatrical dreſs.) He will be fo 
much the mor ſatisfied with your lovely niece, as he 
loves ſinging and dancing above all other entertainments ; 
who knows but he may be tempted to throw the hand- 
kerchief t her?” © I don't at all with (replied Laura) 
that he mav have any fuch temptation ; notwithſtandi 

his being a powerful monarch, he might find obſtacles 
to te accompliſhment 0: his defires. Lucretia is vir- 
tuo; s, tho' bred behind .hc tcenes ; and whatever plea- 
ſure the may fec! ta ſccing her ſelt applauded on the ſtage, 
ſhe would much rather pals for a modeſt girl, than for a 


Why ſhould my aunt (ſaid young Marialva, joinin 
in the converſation) form ſuch chimeras to fight with ? f 
ſhall never be obliged to repulſe the ſighs of the King; 
the delicacy of his taite will ſave him from the reproaches 
he would deſerve, it he could humble his attention to 
me.” But, charming Lucretia, (laid I) ſhould it hap- 
pen that the prince would attach himſelt to you, and 
chooſe you tor his miſtreſs, would you be fo cruel as to 
let him languiſh in your chains, like an ordinary lover?“ 
+ Why not? (anſwered ſhe) Yes, doubtleſs : and tho 
virtue were out of the queition, my vanity would exult 
much more in reſiſting, than in yielding to his paſſion.” 
| was not a little aſtoniſhed to hear a pupil of Laura 
talk in this manner; and left the ladies, praiſing the laſt, 
for having beſtowed ſuch good education on the other. 

Next day, the King, impatient to ſee Lucretia, went 
to the play. They acted a performance mixed with 
ſongs and dances, in which our young actreſs ſhone very 
much. From the beginning to the end, | kept my eyes 
fixed on the monarch, and in his looks endeavoured to 
read his thoughts, but he batfled my penetration, by an 
air of gravity which all along ke affected to preſerve. I 


« Santillane, (ſaid the miniſter to me) I have juſt left 
the King, who has ſpoke to me of Lucretia with fo 
much vivacity, that I am convinced he is captivated by 
that young player; and as I told him that thou wait the 

| | | occalion 
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occaſion of bringing her from Toledo, he ſaid he ſhould 
be glad to talk with thee in private on that ſubject. Go 
inſtantly and preſent thyſelf at his chamber door, where 
there is an order already given to admit thee. Run 
therefore, and bring me back as ſoon as poſlible an ac- 
count of the converſation.” 

I flew inttantly to the palace, where I found the King 
alone, walking very faſt in expectation of my coming, 
and ſeemingly very much perplexed. He put ſeveral 
queſtions to me about Lucretia, whole hittory he obliged 
me to recount : he then aſked if the little gentlewoman 
had never been engaged in any intrigue. I boldly aſſured 
him that ſhe had not, (tho' theſe torts of affurances are 
a little raſh) and the Prince ſeemed very glad to hear it. 
« If that be the cale, (laid he) I choolte thee for my 
agent with Lucretia; and deſire, that by thy means ſhe 
may this evening learn her victory Go, ſignify her 


conqueſt from me, added he, (putting into my hand a- 


diamond necklace worth fifty thouſand crowns) and tell 
her that I deſire ſhe will accept of that preſent, until I 
give her more ſolid marks of my atteQtion.” * 

Before | performed this commiſſion, I went back ts 
the Count-Duke, and made a faithful report of what the 
King had faid : with tkis I imagined the miniſter would 
be more afflicted than rejoiced, for | believed, (as I have 
already obierved) that he himtelf had amorous views 
upon Lucretia, and would be chagrined to hear that 
his maſter was become bis rival; but | was mittaken. 
Far from ſeeming mortifed at the news, it gave him 
fo much joy, that, being unable to contain it, ſome 
words eſcaped him, which did not fall to the ground. 
« Aha! Philip, (cried he) egad, I have you faſt. For 
once you will be fick of buſineſs.” This apoſtrophe 
diſcloled the whole contrivance of the Count Duke. I 
now perceived, that the miniſter being afraid of the 
King's applying himſelf to ſerious affairs, endeavoured 
to amule him with pleaſures more luitable to his humour. 
Santillane, ſaid he afterwards ) loſe no time; make haſte, 
my friend. to go and execute the important order which 
thou haſt received, and which a great many noblemen 
at court would glory in pertorming. Conſider (laid he) 


that thou haſt here no Count de Lemcs, to deprive * 
[6] 
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of one half of the honour acquired in this fervice. Thou 
wilt have it entirely to thyſ-It, and moreover enjoy all 
the fruits of it.” 

Thus did his excellency gild the pill, which I fwal- 
lowed down gently, tho” not without taſting the Lit- 
terneſs of it: tor, ſince my impriſonment, | had been 
uſed to look upon things in a moral point of view, and 
did not think the poſt of Mercury in chief quite fo ho- 
nourable as it was called. However, tho' 1 was not vi- 
cious enough to perform it without remorſe, I had not 
virtue ſufficient to make me refuſe the employment. I 
therefore obeyed the King the more willingly, as I faw at 
the ſame time that my compliance would be agreeable 
to the miniſter, whom it was my ſole ſtudy to pleaſe. I 
thought proper to addreſs myſelf at firſt to Laura, to 
whom in a private converſation | diſcloſed my mitlion in 
2 diſcreet manner; and, towards the end of the dil- 
courſe, preſented the jewels ; at ſight of which, the lady 
being unable to conceal her joy, gave a looſe to it. 
*« Signior Gil Blas, (cried ſhe) | ought not to conſtrain 
myſelf before my oldeſt and belt friend. I ſhould be to 
blame in affecting a falſe ſeverity of morals and makin 
grimaces with you. Yes, you need not douht it, (con- 
tinued the) I am overjoyed that mv daughter has made 
ſuch a precious conqueſt, all the advantages of which 1 
comprehend ; but between you and me, I am aft aid 
that Lucretia will look upon them with a different eye: 
tor, tho' a young actreſs, the is ſo careful of her chaſtity, 
that the has already rejected the addteſſes of two young 
noblemen both amiable and rich. You may fav indeed, 
that theſè were not Kings. True; and in all probability, 
the paſſion of a crowned head will ſhake the virtue of 
Lucretia. Nevertheleſs, I muit tell you, that the thing 
is uncertain,” and l declare that I will never force the in- 
clinations of my daughter. It. tar from thinking her'elf 
honoured by the tranſient atfection of the King, the 
ſhall regard that honour as in/amous, let not that great 
— be diſobliged, if ſhe ſhall conceal herſelf from 

im. Return to-morrow, (added the) and then I will 
tell you, whether you muſt carry back to him a favour- 
able anſwer, or his jewels.” 

= 3 I did 
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I did not at all doubt, that Laura would exhort Lu- 
cretia to ſwetve from her duty, rather than remain in it, 
and I depended a good deal on that exhortation. Never- 
theleſs, | learned with ſurprize next dav, that Laura had 
as much difficulty in (waving her daughter to vice, as 
other mothers have to form theirs to virtue; and which 
is ſtill more ſurprizing, Lucretia, a ter having granted 
ſome private interviews to the, monarch, ſelt o much te- 
morſe tor having yielded to his defires, that the quitted 
the world all of a ſudden, and ſhut herſelf up in the mo- 
naſlery of the Incarnation, where ſhe ſoon tell ſick, and 
died of grief. Laura being inconſolable for the lots of her 
daughter, whoſe death ſhe upbraided herſelf with, retired 
into the convent of the temale penitents, there to mourn 
the pleaſures of her youth. "The King was affected by 
the unexpected retreat of Lucretia; but being of a hu- 
mour not to be long afflicted at any thing, conſoled him- 
ſelf by degrees tor this event. As for the Count-Duke, 
altho' he did not ſeem very much touched at this inci- 
dent, it did not fail to give him a great deal of mortitica- 
tion; and this the reader will eaſily believe. 


CH AP. IV. Santillane is inveſted by the miniſler 


with a new employment. 


Vas alſo ſenſibly affected by the mistortune of Lu- 
cretia, and felt ſuch remorie tor having contiibuted 


to it, that looking upon myſelf as an infamous wretch, in 


ſpite of the quality of the lover whote paſſion | had 
ler ved, | reſolved to abandon the Caduceus for ever. I 
even expreſſed to the miniſter the reluctance I had to bear 
it, and hegged he would employ me in ſomething elle. 
++ Santil;ane, (ſaid he) I am charmed by thy delicacy; 
and tince thou art a man of ſuch honour, will give thee 
an occupation more tuitable to thy virtue. I his it is; 
liiten attentively to what | am going to impart.” 

** Some years before | was in favour, (continued he) 
chance one day preſented to my view a lady fo handiome 
and well made, that | ordered her to be iollowed. | 
learned that ſhe was a Genoeſe, called Donna Marga- 
rita Spinola, who lived at Mladrid on the revenue of her 

beauty, 
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beauty, and that Don Franciſco de Valeaſar “, an alcade 
of the court, a rich old married man, ſpent a great deal 
of money upon the coquette. "I his report, which ought 
to havg intpited me with contempt tor her, made me 
conceive a violent deſite of ſharing her tavours with Va- 
leaſar; and to ſatisfy it, | had recourſe to a female go- 
between, who had the addrets in a little time to procure 
for me a private interview with the Genoeie ; and that 
was followed by many more, to that my rival and | were 
equally well treated for our preſents. Perhaps too, ſhe 
had other gallants as happy as we were. 

Be that as it will, Margarita, in receiving ſuch con- 
fuſed homage, inſenſibly became pregnant, and brought 
forth a fon, the honour of whom the bettowed on each 
of her lovers in particular; but not one of them being 
in conſcience able to boaſt himfe!f the father of that 
child, it was difowned by them all, fo that the Genoeſe 
was obliged to maintain it with the fruit of her intrigues: 
this ſhe did for eighteeen years, at the end of hich term 
dying, ſhe has left her ſon without fortune, and, which 
is worſe, without education. | | 

This (purſued his Grace) is the fecret J had to impart, 
and I will now inform thee of the great deſign which I 
have projected. I will bring this unfortunate child from 
obicurity, and making him paſs from one extreme to 
another, raiſe him to honours, and own him for my fon.” 

At this extravagant project, it was impoſſible for me to 
hold my tongue. How ! my Lord, (cried I) can your 
excellency have taken ſuch a ſtrange teſolution? pardon 
me for uling that term, which hath eſcaped my zeal.” 
„Thou wilt find it is very prudent, (he replied with 
precipitation) when I have told thee the reaſons that have 
determined me to take it. I don't defire that my col- 
laterals ſhould be my heirs. Thou wilt fay, that I am 
not as yet of fuch an advanced age, as to make me de- 


ſpair of having children by my lady Olivarez. But 


* Don Franciſco Vieaſar a ually martied this lady when ſhe was 
big with child, and adopted the boy, whom he educated and acknow- 
ledzed his ow1 fin, during the pace of 31 years; at the expira- 
tion ot weh the Count-Duke finimnge himſelf without . heirs male, 
had lum legitimated aud create Marques of Mayzcu. 
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every one knows himſelf beſt. Let it ſuffice to tell thee, 

that there is no ſecret in chymiſtry which I have not tried 

in vain to become a father. Therefore, ſince fortune 

ſupplying the defect of nature, preſents a child to me, 

whoſe true father perhaps I am, I am reſclved to adopt 

him.” When I ſaw the minitter bent on this adoption, 
J ceaſed to oppoſe it, knowing him to be a man capable 

of committing a fooliſh action, rather than ſwerve from 

his own opinion. The ſole buſineſs now (added he) is 

to beſtow education npon Don Henry Philip de Guzman, 

(for this name I intend he ſhall bear) until he ſhall be in 

a condition to poſſeſs the digniries that await him. Thou, 

my dear Santillane, art the perſon whom I chooſe to be 
his tutor. I confide in thy underſtanding and attach- 
ment to me for thy care in regulating his family, in giv- 

ing him all ſorts of maſters; in a word, of making him 
an accompliſhed cavalier.” I would have refuſed this 

employment, repreſenting to the Count-Duke, that I 

was very ill qualified to educate young noblemen, hay- 

ing never practiſed that buſineſs, which required more 

knowledge and merit than I poſſeſſed. But he interrup- 
ted me, and ſhut my mouth, by ſaying, ** that he was 
| abſolutely reſolved to make me governor to this adopted 
ſon, whom he deſtined for the firſt offices of the monar- 
chy.” I prepared myſelf therefore to fill this place, for 
the ſatisfaction of his Grace, who, to reward my com- 
pliance, increaſed my ſmall revenue with a penſion of a 

houſand crowns, which he procured, or rather gave me 
on the commandery of Mamdra. 


CHAP. V. The ſon of the Genoeſe lady is owned by 
an authentic ac, and called Don Henry Philip de Guzman. 
Santillane forms the family 7 that young nobleman, and 
hires all farts of maſters for bim - 
HE Count-Duke in a little time actually owned 
the fon of Donna Margarita Spinola, and the 
deed was executed with the conſent and inclination of 
the King. Don Henry Philip de Guzman (for that was 
the name given to this child of many fathers) was decla- 
red ſole heit of the Count d'Olivarez, and of the dutchy 
of San Lucar. The miniſter, that no body might be 


ignorant 
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ignorant of this event, ordered Carnero to communicate 
the declaration to the ambaſſadors and Grantdees ot Spain, 
who were not a little ſurprized at his conduct. the 
wits of Madrid had a fund of mirth from it a long time, 
and the ſatitical poets did not neglect ſuch a fair occatioa 
of ſhedding the gall of their pens 

When | aſked where this gentleman was whom his 
Grace intended to entruſt to my care; © He ts in this 


city, (he repliet!) under the direction of an aunt, from 


whom I will tike him, as foon as thou ſhalt have pre- 
pared a houſe lor him.” "This was ſoon performed. 
| took a houle, which I cauſed to be magnificently fur- 
niſhed ; hired pages, à porter and footmen; and with 
the atlittance of Caporis, filled up the places of his offi- 
cers. When | had complexed his attendance, I went 
and advertiſed his Excellency, who immediately ſent for 
his equivocal heir, and new ſhoot from the trunk of the 
Guzmans, and | found him a tall young fellowof an agree- 
able perton. * Don Henry, (faid his Grace to im, 
pointing with his finger to me) this gentleman is the guide 
whom | have choſen to conduct you in the career of life. 
I have the greateſt confidence in Wim, and give him an 
abſolute power over you. Yes, Santillane, (ſaid he, turn- 
ing to me) I abandon him entirely to your care, and 
don't doubt that you will give a account of him.“ 
To this diſcourſe the miniſter joined others, exhorting 
the young man to ſubmit to my ditections; after which, 
I conducted Don Henry to his houſe, where, when we 
arrived, I made all his domeſticks paſs in review before 
him, ſignifying the office of each. He did not ſeem 
coatounded at the change of his condition; and accom- 
modating himſelf to the deference Rn" officious reſpect 
that was ſhewn to him, he ſeemed to have been always 
that which he was now become by chance. He did not 
want capacity, but was wholly illiterate, being ſcarce able 
to read or wiite. | furniſhed him with a preceptor to 
teach him the elements of the Latin tongue, and hired 
for him maſters of geography, hiſtory and fencing. You 
may well believe, that I dig not forget a dancing-maſter : 


I was only embarraſſed in the choice, for at that time 


there was a great number famous in that profeſſion at 
Madrid, and 1 did not know to whom | ought to give 
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the preference. While I was in this perplexity, a man 


richly dreſſed came into the court, and I being told that C H 
he wanted to ſpeak with me, went to him, imagining that B. 
he was at leaſt a knight ot St. Jago or Alcantara. di 


When | aſked bis commands, “ Signior de Santillane, 


TU 
(anſwered he, after having made teveral bows, which au 
tmelled ſtrongly of his proteilion) underſtanding that your b 


worſhip is the pericn who chooles maſters tor Signior Don 
Henry, | am come to offer my ſervice; my name is 
Martin Ligero, and I have (thank heaven) ſome reputa- 
tion. It is not my cuſtom to come and ſollicit tor ſcho- 
lars; that is the province of little oblcure dancing- ma- 
ſtets. I utually wait until | am fent for; but as | have ' ſan 


taught the Duke de Medina Sidonia, Don Lewis de 


in 

Haro, and ſome other noblemen of the family of Guz- co: 
man, to which lam as it were a ſervant born, I thought is1 
it my duty to anticipate your meſſage.” * 1 tind by your ret 
diſcourſe, (faid I) that you are the man we want. How an 
much do you take per month? Four double piſtoles (an- 3 
ſwered he) is the current price, and I give but two leſſons ip 
per week.” Four doubloons a month! (cried I) that lo 
is a great deal. How! a great deal! (replied he * 
with an air of aſtoniſhment) you would give a piſtole a v. 
month to a maſter of philotophy.” | v 
There was no teſiſting ſuch a pleaſant reply, at which v 


1 laughed heartily, and aſked Signior Ligero, it he 
really thought a man of bis profeſſion ods to a 0 
maſter of philoſophy. Doubtleſs! (laid he) we are } 
ef much greater uſe than thoſe gentlemen. What is a 
man before he has paſſed through our hands? what but 
an ill-licked cub ? but our leflons mould him by little 
and little into a due form. In a word, we teach him to | 
move grace!ully, giving him attitudes and airs of dignity 
and importance. | | 

[ yielded to the arguments of this dancing-maſter, 
whom 1] kized tor Don Henry, at the rate ot tour double 
piſtoles a month, ſince that was the price of great ma- 


ſters of his art. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. Scipio returning from New-Spain, Gil 
Blas feitles him in the ſervice of Dan Henry, The ftu- 
dies of that young mbleman, with the honour; which 
wore conferred uf gn him, and an account of the lacy t3 
awhom he Twas married. Gil Blas becemes nuble in ite 


bine. 


Had not as vet compleated the ha'f of Don Henrv's 

I tamily, when Scipio returned from Mexico. I aiked 
him if he was fatished with kis voyage, and he antwered, 
« J have reaſon to be ſo; ſince, with three thou- 
ſand ducats in ſpecie, | have brought over twice as much 
in merchandize ot the conſumption of this conntry.” ** 1 
congratulate thee, my child, (I replied.) Thy fortune 
is now begun ; and it is in thy power to compleat it, by 
returning to the Indies next year; or if thou preferrett 
an agreeable poſt at Madrid, to the trouble of going fo 
far to amals wealth, thou haſt nothing to do but to 
ſpeak, I have one at thy ſervice.“ * Egad, (faid the 
{on ot Colcolina) there is no toom for heſitation. | 
would much rather execute.a good employment near 
you, than expoſe myſeli anew to the perils of a long 
voyage. Pray, malter, explain yourſelf, what poſt do 
you intend for your humble fervant ?” | 
For his better information, I recounted to him the 
ſtory of the young nobleman whom the Ceunt-Duke 
had introduced into the family of Guzman; and after 
having told him, that the miniſter had choſen me go- 
vernor to Don [lenry, I promiſed to make him valet de 
chambre to that adopted ton. Scipio, who aſked no 
better, willingly accepted the poſt, and acquitted him- 
felt in it ſo well, that in leſs than three or four days, he 
acquired the contidence and friendſhip of his new maſter. 
| imagined that the pedugogues whom I had choſen to 
teach the fon of the Genoete would find their Latin 
thrown away, believing one at his age undiſciplinable. 
But | was much miſtaken. He eaſily comprehended and 
retained all that was ſhewn to him, and his maſters were 
very well fatizhed with his capacity. I ran eagerly to 
impart this piece of news to the Duke, who received it 
with exceſſive joy. Santillane, (cried he tranſported) 

| 4 lam 
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I am raviſhed to hear that Don Henry has ſuch a me- 
mory and penetration! | perceive my own blood in him; 
and what convinces me of his being my ſon is, that [ 
feel as much affection tor him, as it he had been born 
by my lady Olivarez. Thou ſceſt by this, my friend, 
that nature declares itſelf. I was not fool enough to 
tell his Grace my ſentiments of the matter, but reſpect- 
ing his weaknets, left him to enjoy the pleaſure (whether 
true or falſe) ot believing himlelt the father of Don 
Henry. 

Altho' all the Guzmans entertained a mortal hatred 
for this young nobleman of fteſh date, they ditſembled 
it out oi policy; nay, ſome of them affected to court ? 
his frieadthip ; he was vihted by the ambaſſadors and 
grandees who were then at Madiid, and honoured by 
them as much as it he had been a legitimate fon of the 
| Count-Duke. This miniſter, over-joyed to fee ſuch 
incenſe offeted to his idol, ſoon decked him ich digni- 
ties. He began by aſking ot the King tle cruls of Al- 
cantara, with a commandery worth ten thouſand crowns, 
for Don Henry. In a little time after, he was made 
gentleman of the bed-chamber. Ihen reſolving to 
marry him to a lady of the molt noble family of Spain, 
he caſt his eyes upon Donna Juana Veloſco, daughter 
to the Duke of Caſtille, and had authority enough to 
accomplim the marriage, in ſpite of that Duke and all C 
his relations. 

A few days betore the marriage, his Grace having ſent 


for ine, put ſome papers into ny hand, fayiny, * Hold, 7 
Gil Blas, here ate leiters ot nobility, which 1 have or- 
dered to be cxpedited for thee.” ** My Lord, (aufwer- ci 
ed J. turprized at his word>) your Excellency knows h 
that | am the {on of a poor duenna and ſquire ; fo that, E 
in my opinion, the nobility would be protaned by my th 
allociation ; and it is, of all the tavours which his Majeſty hi 
couid beſtow, that which I delerve and deſire the lcaſt. h 
« |, Uicth (replied the miniſter) is an objection that is hi 
removed: thou haſt been employed in ſtate affairs, ir 
der the Duke of Lerma's miniitty and mine : be- 

„ added he, with a ſmile) haſt thou not done the mo- f 
1.:ca ſome fervice, which deſetves a recompence ? In a ( 
Grd, Sautilane, thou art not unworthy of the honour v 


which 


LL 
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which I have procured for thee. Moreover, the rank 
which thou holdeſt with regard to my fon, requires that 
thou ſhouldeſt he noble; and it is on that account that L 
obtained the patent. | yield, my Lord, (I replied) 
fince your excellency inſiſts upon my compliance.” 80 
faying, I went away with my patent in my pocket. 
lam now a gentleman, faid I to myſelf, (when I 
had got into the ſtreet) ennobled without being obliged 
to my parents for my quality. I may, when I pleaſe, be 
called Don Gil Blas, and it any one of my acquaintance 
ſhall take it in his head to laugh in my face when he 
calls me fo, I will ſhew iy patent. But let us read it, 
(continued l, taking it out of my pocket) and fee in what 
manner my original meannefs is wathed away.” I there- 
fore peruſed the paper, the ſubſtance of which was, that the 
King, to reward the zeal which | had maniteited on more 
than one occaſion for his ſervice and the good of the ſtare, 
bad thought proper to gratify my attachment with letters 
of nobility. I will venture to ſay in my own praiſe, that 
they did not infpire me with the leaſt pride. Having tae 
meanneſs of my extraction always before my eyes, this ho- 
nour humbled inftead of making me vain; therefore | de- 
termined to lock up my patent in a drawer, and never 


boalt its being in mypotſeſſion. 


CHAP. VII. Gil Blu meets Fabricio again by ac- 
cident. The laft conderſuti n that happened betrveen them, 
and the important advice which Nunnez gave to Santi. lane. 


HE Aſturian poet (as mult have been obferved by 

the reader) willingly neglected me, and my c- 
cupations did not permit me fo vitit him. I had not ſeen 
him ſince the day of the diſfertation on the Iphigenia of 
Euripides, when chance again threw him in my way near 
the gate of the ſun. He was coming out of a priating- 
houſe, and I accoſted him, ſying, Aha! Mr. Nunnez, you 
have been at the printer's, that teems to threaten the pub- 
lic with a new work of your compoſition.” That is what 
indeed it may expect, (anſvered he.) [ have actually in the 
reſs a pamphlet which will make ſome noite in the repub- 
ic of letters.” l don't doubt the merit of thy production, 
(1 replied) but am amazed at thy compoſing pamphlets, 
which in my opinion are trifles that do no great honour | 
| Q5 e 
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to a man of genius.“ I know it very well, (ſaid Fa- 
bricio) and am not ignorant that none but thoſe who 
read every thing, amuſe themſelves with pamphlets. 
However, this one has eſcaped me, which I own is the 
child of neceſſity. Hunger, thou knoweſt, brings the 
wolf out of the weod,” 
How! (cried 1) does the author of the Count de 
Saldagne talk in this manner? a man who has two thou- 
tand crowns a year !” ** Softly, friend, (faid Nunnez to 
me) 1 am no longer that happy poet who enjoyed a well 
paid penſion. he affairs of the treaſurer Don Ber- 
trand are difordered all of a ſudden. He has fingered 
and ſquandered away the King's money; all his effects 
are ſeized, and all my penſion is gone to the devil.” 
That is a melancholy affair, (I reſumed) but haſt 
thou no hope remaining from that quarter?“ “ Not the 
leaſt, (ſaid he.) Signior Gomez de Ribero, as poor a3 
his poet, is gone to the bottom, and will never, it is 
faid, get his head above water again.” 
* If that be the.caſe, my child, (anfwered I) I muſt 
find out ſome poſt to conſole thee tor the loſs of thy 
enſion.“ I will ſpare thee that trouble, (cried he.) 
i: thou wouldeſt offer me an employment in the mini- 
ſter's office worth three thouſand crowns yearly, I would 
refuſe it. The buſineſs of clerks will not agree with the 
humour of a foiter-child of the muſes; 1 muſt enjoy 
my literary amuſements. What ſhall I fay to thee? [ 
am born to live and die a poet, and my deſtiny mult be 
fulnilled. | 
But dont imagine (continued he) that we are very 
unhappy ; beſides that we live in perfect independance, 
we are boys without care. People think that we often 
dine with Democritus, and there they are miſtaken. 
There is not one of my fraternity, not even excepting 
the makers of almanacks, who is not come to ſome 
good table. As for my part, there are two families 
where I am always received with pleaſure. I have two 
covers laid for me every day, one at the houſe of a fat 
director of the farms, to whom I have dedicated a ro- 
mance ;z and the other, at the houſe of a rich citizen, 
who has the diſeaſe of being thought to entertain wits 
| every day at his table: luckily he is not very delicate 
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in his choice, and the city furniſhes him with great 


plenty.” 


no longer pity thee then, (ſaid I to the Aſturian 
poet) ſince thou art ſatisſied with thy condition: tho” ! 
proteſt to thee anew, that thou haſt always in Gil Blas a 
triend, who is proof againſt thy neglect and indifference 
it thou haſt occaſion tor my purſe, come boldly to me, 
and let not a filly ſhame deprive thee of an infallible ſuc- 
cout, and rob me of the plea ure of a thee.” 

« By that generous fentiment, (cried Nunnez) I re- 
collect my friend Santillane, I return a thoufand thanks 
for thy kind offer, and out of gratitude will give thee a 
wholeſome advice. While the Count Duke continues in 
power, and thou art in poſſoſſion of his favour, profit 
by the opportunity, make haſte to enrich thyſelf, for [ 
am told he begins to totter.” I aſked Fabticio if he had 
that intelligence on good authority ; and he anſwered, 
f have it from a knight of Calatrava, who has a very 
ſingular talent in diſcovering the moſt hidden fecrets ; 
he is looked upon as an oracle, and this ig what I heard 
him ſay yeſterday. "The Count-Duke has a great ma- 
ny enemies, who are all united to ruin him; he depends 
too much on the aſcendency which he has over the King: 
that monarch, it 15 reported, begins to liſten to the com- 
plaints which have already reached his ears.” | thanked 
Nunnez for his information, ct which I took little notice 
but went home, perfuaded that my maſtet's authority 
was immoveable, and coniidering him as one of thole 
old oaks whichare rooted in a fore!t, and which no ſtorms 
can overthrow. | 


CHAP. VIII. Ci Blas is convinced of the truth of 


Fabricio's intelligence. T he King goes to Seragoſ. 


Evertheleſe, what the Aſturian poet had told me, 
was not without foundation. There was ia the 
palace, a fecret contederacy formed againſt the Count- 
Duke, and the Queen was faid to be at the head of it; 
but none of the meaſures which they took to diſplace the 
miniſter tranſpired: nay, a whole year paſſed before I 
perceiyed that his favour had received the leaſt ſhack. 
Bur 
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But the revolt of the Catalonians ſupported by France, 
and the bad ſucceſs of the war againit theſe rebels, ex- 
cited the murmurs of the people who complained of the 
1 Theſe complaints occaſioned a council to 

hela in preſence of the King. who deficed the Marquis 
de Stana, the emperor's ambaſſador at the court of 
Spain, to be there. The ſubject of their deliberation, 
being, whether it was moſt proper for the King, to ſtay 
in Caſtile, or go and ſhew bimſelf to his troops in At- 
ragon: the Count-Duke, who was averſe to the Prince's 
departure tor the army, ſpoke firit : he repreſented that it 
was better for Lis Mz;eity, to remain in the center of his 
don..nions ; and ſupported his opinion wich all the rea- 
ſons which his cluquence could afford. He had no 

fooner concluded kis ſpeech, than his advice was unani- 
mouſly followed by every body in council except the 
Marquis of Grana, who liſtening to nothing but his zeal 
for the houſe of Auſtria, and giving way to the frank-. 
neſs of his nation, oppoſed the ſentiment of the prime- 
miniſter, and {upporied the contrary opinion with ſuch. 
force, that the King was ſtruck with the ſolidity of his 
arguments, embraced his opinion, tho' it was oppoſite to. 
that of the whole council, and fixed the day of his de- 
parture for the army. | 

This was the tit time, that ever his Majeſty durſt 
think otherwiſe than his favourite; who, looking upon 
this novelty as a bloody aitiont, was very much motti- 
fied. When the miniſter was going to retire into his clo- 
tet, to bite upon the bridle at liberty, be perceived me, 
and taking nic in clong with him, recounted what had. 


paſſed at council, with great agitation; then, like a 
man who could not reco!left himſelf from his ſurpriſe, 


Les, Santillane, (continued he) the King who for 
theſe twenty years pult, hath ſpoke with my mouth, and 
ſeen thro' my eyes, nuw preizrs the opinion of Grana 
to mine: and in what mauner too? loading the ambal- 
fador with eulogiums, and in particular, praiſing his zeal 
for the houſe of Auſiria, as if that German loved it 
better than [ do. 

By this, it is ea'y to judge (purſued the miniiter) that 
there is a party formed againſt me, and that the Queen. 
is at the head of it.“ Why, my Lord, (aid I) thould 

| you 
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. you be uneaſy with that conjecture? Has not the Queen, 

t- tor more than twelve years, been uſed to ſee at the 

e helm: and the King been in a long habit of not con- 

0 ſulting her? As for the Marquis of Grana, the Monarch 

is perhaps choſe his opinion, out of deſite to fee his army, 

tf and make a campaign.“ That is not the caſe, (ſaid 

1, the Count-Duke) ſay rather, my enemies hope that the 

7 King being among his troops, will always be ſurrounded 

r- by the noblemen who will attend him; and that more than | 

's one, will be found ſo much diſguſted at me, as to ſpeak 1 

it. to the prejudice of my adminiſtration: but they are 1 

1 miſtaken ; (added he) I will make the Prince inacceſſible 

- , to them all, during the journey.” This he aQually | 

0 performed, in a manner that detetves to be related. ik 

i- The day of the King's departure being arrived, that 1 

Ie Monarch, after having entruſted the Queen with the bl 

ell care of the government, in his abſence, tet our for Sa- 

— ragoſſa; but in his way, paſſing by Aranjuez *, was fo 

1 delighted with the place, that he ſtaid there almoſt three 

h weeks: from thence the miniſter carried him to Cuenza, 

18 where he amuſed him ſlill longer, by various diverſions. 

0 ben the pleaſures of the chace, detained him at Mo- 

> lina of Arragon ; after which, he was conducted to Sa- 
ragolla. 

ſt His army being not far from thence, he prepared for 

n going to it; but the Count-Duke altered his inclination, 

i- by making him believe that he would be in danger of 

J= being taken by the French, who were maſters of the 

e, plain of Mongon : fo, that the King being atraid of the 

d peril which he had no cauſe to feat, took the reſolution 

a of remaiaing ſhut up at home, as in a priſon. The mi- 

e, niſter taking advantage of lis terror, and under pretence 

Or of watching for his ſatety, guarded him, as it were, from. 

d dhe fight of every body: and the grandees who had been 

14 | | 

1  *® Aranjuez, is a yal palace in new Callile, ſituated near the 

al rivers of La% ard Caraira, in 4 large plain ſurrounded by hills and, 


it foreits, thro! which ave many {pacious avenues. The en'rance to this 
| palace is over two painted wooden bridges, upon the forefaid rivers 
which join a little below the houſe. Here is a delightful garden; an4 


at in a large ſquare paved with marble, a ſtatue in brais of Charles 
0. the tifth armed capapee, trampling upon Herely rehreſented by four 
d ch Hereticks, 
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at a vaſt expence, to put themſelves in a condition to fol- 
low their Sovereign, had not even the ſatisfaction of ob- 
taining one private audience. Philip, at length, tired of 
being ill lodged at Saragoſſa, of patling his time ſtill worſe, 
or it you pleaſe, of being priſoner, returned in a little 
time to Madrid. Thus this Monarch finithed his cam- 

ign, leaving to the Marquis de los Velles, general of 
his troops, the care of maiutaining the honour of the Spa- 
niſh arms. 


CHAP. IX Therevelution of Portugal, and the di 
grace of the Count- Duke. 


FEW days after the King's return, a very difz- 
greeable piece of news ſpread ail over Madrid. 
It was reported that the Portugueze, looking upon the 
revolt of the Catalonians as a fair occaſion offered to- 
them by fortune, for ſhaking oif the Spaniſh yoke, had 
taken up arms, and choſen the Duke ot Braganza for 


their King; that they were reſolved to maintain him on 


the throne, and were confident of ſucceſs ; Spain having 
at that time on her hands, enemies in Germany, Italy, 
Flanders and Catalonia: indeed, they could not have 
found a more favourable conjunCure, for rrecing them- 
ſelves from a dominion which they deteſted *. 

What is very fingular, is, that the Count Duke, while 
both court and city ſeemed to be ſtruck with conſterna- 
tion at the news, wanted to joke with the King, at the 
expence of the Duke of Braganza ; but Philip, tar trom 
being pleaſed with his raillery, atlumed a very grave air, 


which diſconcerted him and made him forelee his dif- 


grace : he no longer doubted his own fall when he un- 
deritood, that the Queen had openly declared herſelf a- 
gainſt him, and loudly accuſed him, of having by his 
bad adminittration, occaſioned the revolt of Lortugal. 
The greateſt part of the grandees, eſpecially thole who 
had been at Saragoſſa, no ſooner perceived that a tempeſt 


This revolution, which happened in the vear 1530, was con- 
ducted with ſuch ſurpriſ ag ſecrecy, (tho' the deſign was known ta 
more than 200 perſons, x whole year be fore] that the Duke of Bra- 
ganza was declared King, and the Spaniſh yoke ſhock off in one day, 
thro” all the Spanith dornigiuns in Europe, Atta, Atrica and America. 
| Nas 


— how 


on the mind of the Monarch, who being, at length, 


GIL BLAS. 35 1 


was brewing over the head of the Count · Duke, than they 
joined the Queen ; and what gave the laſt ſtroke to his 
favour, was, the arrival of the Dutcheſs Dowager of 
Mantua, formerly governeſs of Portugal. This lady, on 
her return from Litbon to Madrid, plainly demonſtrated 
to the King, that the revolution of that kingdom hap- 
pened thro' the fault of the prime-miniſter. 

"the diſcourſe of this princeſs made a great impreſſion 
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rauſed from his infatuation for his favourite, ſtript him 
of all the atfection which he had entertained for him. 
When the miniſter was informed that the King liſtened 
to his enemies, he wrote a letter to him, aſking leave to 
reſign his employment, and remove from court, ſince 
people were fo unjuſt as to impute to him all the misfor- 
tuncs which had happened to the kingdom, during the 
courſe of his adminittration. He thought that this let- 
ter would have a great effect, and that the Prince ftill 
preſerved ſo much triendthip for him, as to detain him 
at court; but all the anſwer which his Majeſty returned, 
was the permiſſion that he deſired, with leave to retire 
whitherſoever he would. | 

Theſe words written by the King's own hand, were a 
thunder-bolt to his Grace, who, by no means, expected 
ſuch a reply: but, tho' he was very much confounded, 
he affected an air of conſtancy, and aſked what I would 
do, were I ia his place. I would ſoon take my reſo- 
lution ; (faid I) I would abandon the court, and pals the 
reit of my days in peace, at ſome one of my ettates in 
the country.” * That is a wholetome advice (replied 
my maſter) and I am fully reſolved to hnith my career at 
Loeches, after I ſhall have once more converſed with the 
King : for | want to demonſtrate to him, that I have 
done all that human prudence could ſuggeſt, to ſuſtain 
the weighty burthen with which 1 was loaded ; and that 
it was impollible for me to prevent the melancholy events 
laid at my door; being no more to blame, than a ſkiltul 
pilot, who, in ſpite of all he can do, ſees his veſſel toſſed 
about by the waves and winds.” The miniſter ſtill flat- 
tered himſelf, that by ſpeaking to the Prince, he might 
adjuſt matters, and regain the ground which he 7 
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loft ; but he never could procure an audience, and he- 
fides, one was ſent to demand the key of the door, by 
which he uſed to enter, when he pleaſed, into his 
Majeſty's apartment. Concluding then, that there were 
10 farther bopes for him, he determined in good earneſt, 
to retire. He examined his papers, a great quantity of 
which he very prudently committed to the flames ; then 
naming the officers of his houſhold and valets who he in- 
tended ſhould follow him, he gave orders for his depar- 
wre, which was fixed for next day. As he was atraid 
of being inſulted by the populace, in coming out of the 
— by ſlipt away early in the morning, by the kitchen 
door, and getting into a forry coach, with his confeffor 
and me, ſafely proceeded for Loeches, a village belonging 
to him, where his lady had built a magnificent convert 
of nuns of the Dominican order Thither he repaired 


in leſs than four hours, and a!l his attendants arrived 
ſoon after. 


CHAP. X. The anxiety and cares which at fie 
diſturbed the repoſe of the Count-Duke, and the bapry 
tranquillity by which they were ſucceeded. The oceupa- 
tions of the mini/ier in his re:reat. 

ADAM &dOlivarez let her huſband ſet out for 

Loeches, and ſtaid a few days aſter him at court, 
with a deſign to try, if by her tears and intreaties, ſhe 
could not eee his being recalled : but in vain did ſhe 
proſtrate herſelf before their Majeſties; the King had 
no regard to her remonſtrances, tho' artiully prepared ; 
and the Queen, who hated her mortaliy, beheld ber 
tears with pleaſure. The miniſter's wife was not repuli- 
ed for all that, ſhe humbled herfelf fo far as to implore 
the good offices of the Queen's ladies; but the fruit 
which the reaped from her mennnel:, was to perceive 
that it excited contempt rather than compailion. Vexed 
at having taken tuch humbling ſteps to no purpoſe, 
ſhe went and joined her huſv:nd to grieve with him 
for the loſs of a place, which, under a reign like 
that of Philip the fourth, was pethaps the firſt of the 
manarchy.. 


This 
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This lady's report of the condition in which ſhe left 
Madrid, redoubled the affliction of the Count-Duke : 
« Your enemies, (ſaid the weeping) the Duke of Me- 
dina Celi, and the other grandees who. hate you, inceſ- 
ſantly praiſe the King o karin deptived you of the 
miniſtry; and the people celebrate your ditgrace with an 
inſolence of joy, as it the end of the national misfor- 
tunes was attached to that of your adminiſtration.” 

„Madam, (taid my maſter to her,) follow my ex- 
ample, and ſlifle your ſottuw; we mult yield to the 
tempelt which we cannot divert. I thought, indeed, 
that I could have perpetuated my favour, even to the 
end of my lite; the ordinary i luſion ot miniſters and 
favourites, who forget that their fate depends upon 
their ſovereign: has not the Duke of Lerma been 
miſtaken as well as I, tho' he imagined that his purple 
was the ſure guarantce of the eternal duration of his 
authority? 

In this manner, did the Count Duke exhort his ſpouſe 
to arm herſelf with patience; While he himſelf was in 
an agitation, which was daily increaſed by the diſ- 
panes which he reccived trom Don Henry, who 

aving remained at court, to oblerve, took care to in- 
form him exactly of every thing that happened : it was 
Scipio who brought the letters trom that young noble- 
man, whom he till ſerved, I having quitted him upon his 
marriage with Donna Juana. The diſpatches of this a- 
dopted ton, were always filled with bad news, and un- 
happily, no others were expected from him. Sometimes, 
he wrote that the grandees, not content with rejoicing 
publickly, at the retreat of the Count Duke, were again 
re-united to turn all his creatures from the poſts and em- 
ploy ments which they poſſeſſed, to replace them with 
his enemies: another time, he obſerved that Don Lewis 
de Haro began to come into favour, and would, in all 
probability, be made prime-miniſter. Ot all the diſa- 
greeable news which my maſter received, that which 
icemed to affect him moſt, was the change made in the 
viceroyalty of Naples, which the court, ſolely to mor- 
tity him, took trom the Duke of Medina de las Torres, 
whom he loved, and gave it to the admital of Caſtile, 
whom he had always hated. 


I may 


* 
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I may venture to ſay, that during three months, his 
Grace felt nothing in his folitude, but trouble and 
chagrin ; but his contefſor, who was a Dominican friar, 
and, with the moſt tolid piety, poſſeſſed a manly elo- 
quence, had power enough to contole him. By means 
of repreſenting with energy, that he ought to bend his 
thoughts entirely to his own ſalvation, he had, with the 
help of grace, the good fortune, to detach his mind 
from the court. His excellency would no longer hear 
any news from Madrid, bis hole care being now en- 
groſſed in preparing for his latter end. Madam d'Oliva- 
rez allo, making a good ule of her retreat, met with a 
conlolation prepared by providence, in tae convent which 
ſhe had founded ; there were among the nuns, ſome hol 
maidens, wv hoſe converſation, full of balm, inſenſibly 
ſweetened the bitterneſs of her life : in proportion as my 
maſter turned his thoughts from worldly affairs, he be- 
came more and more tranquil ; and in this manner he re- 

ulated the day. He ſpent almoſt the whole morning, 
in hearing maſs in the church of the convent, then re- 
turned to dinner ; after which, he amuſed himſelf a- 
bout two hours in playing at all ſorts of games, with me 
and ſome other of his moſt affectionate domeſtics ; then 
uſually retired by himſelf, into his cloſet, where he te- 


mained till ſunſet; at which time, he took a turn in his 


garden, or an airing in his coach, to the neighbourhood 
of his caſtle, accompanied ſometimes by his con feſſor, 
and ſometimes by me. : 

One day, being alone with him, and admiring the 
ſerenity of his countenance, I took the liberty to tay, 
My lord, allow me to expreſs my joy: from the air 
of ſatisfaction in your looks, I conclude that your ex- 
cellency begins to be accuſtomed to retirement.” © I 
am already quite tamiliarized to it, (anſwered he) and 
tho” I have been a long time uſed to buſineſs, I proteſt 
to thee, child, that I am every day more and more 
pleaſed with the quiet and peaceable lite which 1 lead in 


- this place. 


CHAP. 


G1 BLAK 355 


CHAP. XI. The Count- Duke becomes all of a ſud- 
den, jad ans thoughtful : the ſurprizing cauſe of bis me- 
lancholy, with its fatal con/equence. 

IS Grace, in order to vary his occupations, a- 
muted himicit ſometimes, allo, ia culuvating his 
garden. One day while I beheld him at work, he ſaid 

to me in a4 jocular itrain : „ Santillane, thou ſeeſt a mi- 

nilter baniſhed from court, turned gardener at Loeches.” 

My lord, (aniwered 1 in the ame tone} methinks I 

ſee Dionyſus of Syracuſe, ſchool- maſter at Corinth.” 

My matter ſmiled at my reply, and was not at all dif- 

leaſed at the compatiton. 

All the people in the houſe, were overjoyed to ſee 
their matter, ſuperior to his dilgrace, charmed with a 
lite ſo ditfereat from that which he had always led; 
when we perceived with torrow, that he viſibly chang- 
ed: he became gloomy, thoughtful, and funk into a 
moſt protound . melancholy. He lett off playing with 
us, and no longer ſeemed lenfible of all that we could 
invent for his diverſion ; but locked himſelf up, aſter 
dinner, 1n his cloſet, where he remaincd alone till night: 
we imagined that his chagrin had been occaſioned by the 
returning ideas of his paſt greatneſ+, and in that opinion, 
leſt with him the Dominican friar, whoſe eloquence, 
however, could not triumph over the melancholy of his 


Grace, which inſtead of diminiſhing, ſeemed daily to 
incteaſe. 


It came into my head, that the penſiveneſs of this 
miniſter might have tome particular cauſe, which he 
was unwilling to diſcloſe; and en this conjectute | form- 


ed the delign of drawing the ſectet from him: for this 


purpole, I lay in wait for an opportunity of ſpeaking to 
him in private, and having found it: My lord, (faid I 
with an air of reſpect, mingled with affection) may Gil 
Blas be fo bold as to put one queſtion to his matter ?” 
Speak, (he replied) I give thee |caye.” ** What (ſaid 
I) is become of that ſatisfaclion which appeared in your 
excellency s face? have you no longer that aſcendancy 
which you had once gained over fortune? or does your 
loſt favour excite new regret within you ? Would you be 

plunged 
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plunged again in that abyſs of trouble, from which your 
virtue hath extricated you?” No, thank heaven, (te- 
ſumed the miniſter) my memory is no longer engroſſed 
by the part which | aCted at court; | have tor ever for- 
got the honours which I there enjoyed.” © Why then, 
(faid I) fince you have philoſophy enough to baniſh theſe 
things from your remembrance, are you fo weak as to a- 
ww yourſelf to a melancholy which alarms us all ? 
What is the matter with you, my dear maſter? (added J, 
throwing myſelf at his feet) you have, doubtleſs, ſome 
ſecret ſorrow that conſumes you: will you make a my- 
ſtery of it to Santillane, whoſe zeal, fidelity and diſcre- 
tion you know ſo well? By what mistoriune have I loft 
your confidence? | 

Thou hatt it ſtill (ſaid he :) but I confets I have a 
reluctance to reveal the cauſe of that ſadneſs with which 
thou ſeeſt me overwhelmed : neverthelels, I cannot re- 
fiſt the intreaties of ſuch a tervant and a friend as thee, 
Know then the cauſe of my diſquiet, which + ecret 


that I could impart to none but Santillane. (con 
tinued he) I am a picy to the moit di.mal cho! 
which gradually conſumes my lite. 1“ go e cry 
moment a ſpectre. which pretencs itle}” mein the 
molt terrible ſhape, In vain have | to m. alt, that 
it is no more than an illuſion, ar altan:izl phantom 
of my brain: the continual ar + u in efts my view, 


and diſturbs my repoſe. ' wugh wy underttanding is 
ſtrong enough to perſunde me the ns: (pouire 35 really 
nothing, I am notwithitanding © s enguglu to be atihct- 


ed at the viſion. Thi i thou hait lorced me to 
diſcloſe, (added hh uw mavelt judge whether or 
not | am to blame, Aling trom all the world the 
cauſe of my melanc | was equally grizved and 


aſtoniſhed to hear ſuc un ertragrmnary declaration, 
which was a ſtro ig ind. tion of the machine's being dil- 
ordered. My lord, (aid | io the minictet) is not this 
occaſioned by toc ittle nourithment ? tor vour abſtinence 
is exceſſive. hat was what | imagined at firſt, (an- 
ſwered he] and to iry if it was actually owing to my diet, 
I have, tor {ome days paſt, eiten more than uſual ; but 
without any effect; the phantom tlill appears.” ** It 
will certainly diſappear (taid I, to conſole him :) and it 

your 
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excellency would relax yourſelf a little, by play- 
ing again with your faithful ſervants, | believe you 
would ſoon find yourſelf delivered from theſe gloomy 


. vapours 


In a little time after this converſation, his Grace fell 
fick ; and finding the affair grow ſet ious, ſent to Madrid 
for two notaries to make his will ; as alſo, for three ta- 
mous phyſicians, who had the reputation of curing their 
patients ſometimes. As ſoon as the arrival of thele laſt 
was reported in the caſtle, nothing was heard but groans 
and lamentations : the ſervants looked upon the death of 
their maſter as juſt at hand; ſo much were they preju- 
diced againſt theſe gentlemen, who had brought along 
with them an apothecary and ſurgeon, the uſual execu- 
tioners of their preſcriptions. They let the notaries do 
their buſineſs ; after which, they prepared to do their 
own: being of Dr. Sangrado's principles, in their ver 
firſt conſultation, they ordered repeated bloodings ; 
that, in fix days, they reduced the Count-Duke to ex- 
tremity, and on che teventh, delivered him entirely from 
his apparition *. X 

Upon the death of this m niſter, a deep and ſincere 
forrow reigned in the cattle of Loeches : all his dome- 
{ics wept bitterly : tar trom conſoling themſelves for his 
loſs, with the certainty of being comprehended in his 
will, there was not one among them, who would not 
have renounced his legacy, to recall him to life. As for 
me, who had been beloved by him, and whoſe attach- 
ment flowed from pure pertonal affection, I was more 
afflicted than all the reſt ; and queſtion whether | ſhed 
more tears for Antonia, than for the Count-Duke. 


* The Count-Duke died on the 12th of July 1645, not at Loe- 
ches, but at Toro in New-Cattiic. His death (accnding to report) 
having been hattcned by his re! dions, who teeing Him vecme mae 
and moe odious to the poo; ie, even in ſpite of bis ret c, we 


at.aid of his ſuffering ſome ne igneminy to the fu ther du grace 


CIIAP. 
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CHAP. XII. The tranſactioat at the caſe of 
Loeches, after the death of the Count Duke ; and the de- 
parture of Santillane. 


HE miniſter, according to his own direction, be- 
ing buried without noiſe and pomp, in the con- 
vent of nuns, by the found of our lamentations ; after 
the funeral, Madam d'Olivarez ordered the will to be 
read, with: which all the domeſtics had reaſon to be ſatis- 
fied. Every one had a legacy proportioned to his ſta- 
tion; and the leaſt was two thoutand crowns : mine was 
the moſt conſiderable ; his Grace having bequeathed to 
me ten thouſand piſtoles, as a proof of his particular 
affection. He did not forget the hoſpitals, and founded 
annual tervice in ſeveral convents. 

Madam d'QOlivarez ſent all the domeſtics to Madrid, 
to receive their legacies from the iewkrd Don Raymond 
Caporis, who had orders to pay them ; but I could not 
accompany them, being detained at the caſtle ſeven or 
eight days by a high fever, which was the fruit of my af- 
fiction. In this ſituation, I was not abandoned by the 
Dominican friar: that good clergyman had conceived 
an affection for me; and intereſting himſelf in my fal- 
vation, aſked, when he faw me in a fair way, what I in- 
tended to do? I don't know, my good father, (an- 
{wered I:) I have not, as yet, determined with mylelf 
on that ſcore: at ſome moments, I am tempted to ſhut 
myſelt up in a cell, and do penance.” I hoſe are pre- 
cious moments! (cried the Dominican :) Signior de San— 
tillane, you will do well to profit by them. | adviie you 
as a friend, without your ceaſing to be a layman, to re- 
tire, ſor example, into our convent at Madrid, to make 
yourſelf a benefactor to it. by a donation of all your for- 
tune, and die there under the habit of St. Dominique. 
A great many people expiate a worldly lite, by ſuch an 
end.” 

I was then in ſuch a diſpoſition of mind. that I began 
to reliſh the advice, and told his reverence, that I wou!l 
conſider of it. But having conſulted Scipio, whom I 
ſaw immediately after the monk, he inveighed againſt 
that ſentiment, which ſcemed to tim the whim of a fick 

perion. 
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ſon. © Fy! Signior de Santillane, (faid he) can you 
be pleaſed with ſuch a retreat ? Will not your houle at 
Lirias afford one much more agreeable? If you was de- 
lighted with it heretofore, you will have a much better 
reliſh lor the tweets of it, now that you are of an age 
much more proper tor tailing the beauties of nature.” 
he fon ot Colcolina had no great difficulty in making 

me change my opinion. Friend, (taid I) thou hatt 
prevailed over the Dominican. I fee it will be better for 
me to return to my cattle; and tix my refolution ac- 
cordingly : we will repair to Lirias, as foon as | ſhall be 
in a condition to travel: and this happened very toon ; 
tor the fever having left me in a little time, found my- 
ſelf ſtrong enough to put my delign in execution. Scipio 
and | went fit to Madrid, the hight of which city no 
longer gave me that plcaſute which | had formerly felt; 
as | knew that almolt all its inhabitants abhorred the 
memory of a minitter, of whom I preterved the moſt ten- 
der remembrance, I could not behold it with a favour- 
able eye : and therefore ſtaid in it only five or ſix days, 
which Scipio employed in making preparations for our 
departure for Liria While he was buſy about our 
equipage, I went to C:poris, who gave me my legacy in 
doubloons : 1 likewite viſited the receivers of the com- 
manderies, on whom. l had penſions, took meaſures with 
them tor the payment; and in a word, put all my af- 
tairs in order. 

On the evening before our departure, I aſked the fon 
of Cotcoiina, it he had taken his leave of Don Henry. 
Les, (antwered he) we this morning parted good 
friend: he aſſured me, that he was ſorry for my leaving 
him; but it he was fatiztied with me, I was not fo with 
him : it 1s not enough that the valet pleaſes the maiter, 
the maiter ought, at the fame time, to pleaſe the valet ; 
oiherwile they are very ill met. Befides, (added he) 
Don Henry makes but a pitiful figure at court, where he 
i funk into the loweſt contempt. He is even pointed at 
in the ſtreets, and every body calls him the fon of the 
Genocte. So you may gueſs whether or not it is a- 

- greeal'e to a lad of honour, to ſerve a man in ſuch diſ- 
grace.“ 


At 
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At length, we ſet out from Madrid early one morn- 
ing, and took the road to Cuenga, in the following or- 
der and equipage: my confident and i were mounted in 
a Chaiſe and pair, conducted by a poſtilion ; three moyles 
loaded with our baggage and money, and led by two 
grooms, followed cloſe after; and two luſty lacqueys, 
choſen by Scipio, mounted on mules, and armed to the 
teeth, brought up the rear: the grooms wore ſabtes, 
and the poſtilion had two good piſtols at his ſaddle-bow. 
As we were in all ſeven men, fix of whom were very 
reſolute, I travelled merrily, without any apprehenſion 
of loſing my legacy. Our moyles proudly ſounding their 
bells, in the villages through which we paſſed, the pea- 
ſants ran to their doors, to fee the march of our equip- 
age, which they imagined belonged to ſome grandee 
going to take poſſeſſion of a vice-royalty. 


CHAP. XIII. Gi? Blas returns to his caſtle, where 
he is overjoyed to find Seraphina, his god daughter, mar- 
riageable : and falls in love with another lady. 


| op fifteen days on the road to [.irias, being under 
no neceſſity of travelling faſt: all that I defired was, 
to arrive at it ſafely; and my wiſh was accompliſhed. 
The 7 of my caſtle at firſt inſpired me with ſome me- 
lancholy thoughts, in recalling the memory of Antonia : 
but I ſoon baniſhed them, by entertaining my fancy 
with more pleaſant ideas: and this I could the more ea- 
ſily do, as twenty years, which were elapled | ſince her 
death, had a good deal weakened the force of my ſor- 
row. 

As ſoon as I entered the caſtle, Beatrice and her daugh- 
ter came with great eagerneſs to ſalute me: then the ta- 
ther, mother, and child hugged one another with tranl- 
ports of joy, which charmed me. | 

After their mutual embraces, I looked at my god- 
daughter attentively, ſaying: Can this be that dera- 
_ whom [| left in the cradle, when 1 departed irom 

irias! I am overjoyed to ſee her again, fo tall and fo 
handſome, we mutt have her ſettled tor lite.” * How ! 
my dear god-father, (cried the, reddening at my * 
FT word: 
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words have ſeen me but for a moment, and you al- 
_— falk of getting rid of me!” No, my child, 
(anſwered I) we don't intend to Joſe you by marriage : 
we muſt have a huſband who will enjoy you, without 
robbing your parents of your company, and in à manner 
live with us altogether.” 

« Such an one offers at preſent (ſaid Beatrice:) a gen- 
tleman of this country, having ſeen Seraphina one day 
at maſs, in the village-chapel, fell in love with her. He 
has been to viſit me, declared his paſlion, and aſked my 
conſent.” * If you had it, (laid | ro him) you would 
be never the nearer ; Seraphina depends upon her father 
and godfather, who alone can diſpoſe of her. All that 
I can do for you, is to inform them, by a letter, of your 
demand, which, I own, does honour to my daughter. 
Really, gentlemen, (added ſhe) I was going to write a- 
bout it immediately : but now that you are returned, 
you ſhall do in it what you think proper. 

But (ſaid Scipio) what character has this Hidalgo ? * 
is he, like moſt of your ſmall gentry, prond of his nobi- 
lity, and inſolent to plebeians? Not at all, (replied 
Beatrice :) he is a ſweet tempered young man, extreme- 


ly polite, has a good mien, and is not yet full thirty.“ 


„ You draw an agreeable picture of that cavalier, (ſaid 
I to Beatrice :) pray, what is his name? “ Don Juan 
de Jutella, (anſwered Scipio's wite:) he has but lately 
ſucceeded to his father, and lives in a caſtle about a 
league from hence with a younger ſiſter, who is under 
his care.” * I have formerly (ſaid I) heard of this gen- 


tleman's family, which is one of the molt noble in the 


kingdom of Valencia.” * 1 eſteem his nobility (cried 


Scipio) leſs than the qualities of his heart and underitand- 


ing ; and this Don Juan will ſuit us very well, provided 
he be a man of honour.” © He has the reputation of 
one, (ſaid Seraphina, joining in the converſation :) the 
inhabitants of Lirias, who knew him, give him the beſt 


of characters. At theſe words of my god-daughter, 1 


ſmiled to her father; who having likewilc obſerved them, 


* Hidalgz, literally, the fon of ſamebedy, is an 2ppellation given 
to a country Gentleman ia Spain. 


Vor. IV. R | concluded, 
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| 
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cancluded, that his daughter was not diſpleaſed at her 
gallant. | 

This cavalier ſoon got notice of our arrival at Lirias ; 

and two days after, appeared at our caſtle. He faluted 
us gracefully ; and, far from contradicting by his pre- 
lence what Beatrice had ſaid to his advantage, his beha- 
viour made us conceive an high opinion of his merit, 
He told us, that as our neighbour, he had come to con- 
roms us upon our happy return; and we received 

im with all the courteſy in our power: but this viſit, 
which was made out of pure civility, paſſed in mutual 
compliments: and Don Juan, without having men- 
tioned a ſyllable of his paſſion for Seraphina, retired, only 
defiring our permiſſion to profit by a neighbourhood, 
which he foteſaw would be very agreeable to him. 
When he was gone, Beatrice, aſking our opinions of the 
gentleman, we anſwered, that he had prepoſſeſſed us in 
his favour ; and that, in all appearance, tortune, could 
not offer a better match for Seraphina. 

The very next day I went out after dinner with Coſ- 
colina's ſon, to return the viſit which we owed to Don 
Juan. We took the road to his caſtle, conducted by a 
guide, who, (when we had walked about three quarters 
of an hour) ſaid, * There is the caſtle of Don Juan de 
Jutella. In vain did we caſt our eyes all around the 
country ; it wasa long time before we perceived it : nay, 
we did not diſcover it till we arrived at the gate; for it 
was fituated at the foot of a mountain, in the middle 
of a wood, whote lofty trees concealed it from the view. 
The houſe denoted the nobility, more than the opulence 


of its maſter ; however, when we entered, we found 


the crazineſs of the building compenſated by the rich- 
neſs of the furniture. 

Don Juan received us in a very handſome hall, where 
he introduced us to a lady whom he called his ſiſter 
Dorothea, and who ſeemed to be about the age of nine- 
teen or twenty. She was full dreſſed, becauſe having ex- 

our viſit, ſhe was deſirous of appearing as ami- 
able as ſhe could ; and offering herſelf to my view, in all 
her charms, ſhe made the ſame impreſſion that Antonia 
had made upon my heart; that is, I was paces : 
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but concealed my diforder fo well, that Scipio himſelf 
did not obſerve it. Our converſation, like that ot the 
preceding day, turned upon the mutual pleature we 
thould enjoy, in viſiting one another, an living together 
in good neighbourhood. He did not, as yet, speak to 
us of 'Seraphin 1, an we gave him no encoutagement to 
deciare his pathon, tefolving that it thou! hrit come 
from himtelft. During the canverlation, | trequently 
eyed Dorothea, though | attected to look 2: h r as little 
as polſible; and every time our eyes met, the darted 
freſh arrows into my loul. [ mutt fav, however, tor the 
ſake of truth, that this beloved object was not 1 perfect 
beauty : tor, though her tkin was of a dazuiny white- 

eis, and her lips of the complexion of the tote, her 
noſe was lomewhat too long, and her ches too liste. 
Neverthelefs, the whole together quite en. hanted me 

In thort, I did not leave! th: caltle of juiciia as | 1a. 
en'ered it; and on my retuin to lite, my mind wis 
to v holly poſſe fled by Dorothea, that 1 faw noching but 
* and le was the (ole ſubſect of my Convertat'on. 

How, maitcr ! {ſaid Sc pio, icoking au me with zno- 
niſhment) you are very full ! Don juan's fitter. Hith 
* made a conqueſt of your heat?” + Yes, Fiend, an- 
wered 1) and | bluth at mY Own weiknels. 2 ea. ens! 
muſt I. who, ſince Antoni's death, have behelu a thous 
land beauties with inlitference, mect with one, at my 
age, whe, in {pite ot all my endeavour:, inflames me wii 
love !” Well, Sir, (fre picd Cotcount's fon! you oughe 
to rejoice, initead of Complaining, at the alventure 
there is no! hing ridiculous in amin of your age bet ing 
in love; and time hath not as \ ct te turro.vel your hows, 
as to deprive | vou oi the hope of pleating. Fake my ad- 
vice, amd when next vou tee Don nan, boldly demand 
his fitter in marriage ; he cannot refute her to ſuch a per- 
ſon as vou: and beudes 2, it it isabtoſutely necetfary that 
Dorothea's hutband thould be a gentle man, are not vou 
one? You have letters of nobility, and that js enough tor 
your poſterity, when time ſhall hive ſhrouded thete let- 
ters with that thick veil which covers the origin ot all 
great families: atter tour or hve generations, the rice of 
Santillane will be moſt illuſtrious.“ 
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C HA P. the laſt. The double marriage celebrated at 
Lirias, which concludes the hiſtory of Gil Blas de San- 
tillans. : | 


CIPIO, by this diſcourſe, encouraged me to declare 
« J myſeli the lover of Dorothea, without conſidering 
that he expoted me to the riſk of a refuſal : I could not, 
however, determine upon it without trembling : for, al- 
though I looked younger than I was, and could have 
funk ten good years at leaſt of my age, I could not help 
thinking | had good reaſon to doubt of my pleaſing a 
young beauty. I reſolved, nevertheleſs, to riſk the de- 
mand, as ſoon as I ſhould ſee her brother, who, for his 
part, being uncertain of obtaining my gud-daughter, was 
not without abundance of anxiety. 

He returned to my houſe next morning, juſt as I had 
done dreiling ; and taid, “ Signior de vantillane, I am 
come to-day, to talk with you about a ſerious affair.“ I 
curried him into my cloſet, where, coming to the point 
at once, „I believe (continued he) that you are not ig- 
norant of my errand. I love Seraphina; and as you can 
tway her f:tlier to any thing, pray render him tavourabie 
to me; procure fur me the object of my paſſion, and let 
me owe the happinets of my lite to you.” ** Signior 
Don Juan, antweted I) ſince you come to the buſineſs 


at once, give me leave to follow your example; and, 


aſter having promiied you my good othces with the ſa- 
ther of my god-daughter, to demand your inteteſt with 
your ſiſter, in my behalf.“ 

At theſe laſt words, Don juan expreſſed an agreeable 
ſur prize, from which | drew a favourable omen * Is 
it poſſible, (cricd he) that Dorothea made a conqueſt of 
your heart yeſterday ?” I am quite charmed with her! 
{aid |) and will think-myſelt the happieſt of mankind, 
if my demand is agteeable to you both.” Of that 
you may be aſlured, (he replicd :) noble as we are, we 
will not diſdain your alliance.” * I am very glad (an- 
twered I) that you make no diſhculty in receiving a ple- 
beian for your brother in-law: I eſteem you the more 
an thit account; and in fo doing, you ſhew your 
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underſtanding: but, were you even ſo vain as to refuſe 
your ſiſter's hand to any body but a gentleman, know, 
that I could ſatisfy your pride; I have laboured twent 
years under the miniſter ; and the king, to recompen 
the ſervices which | have done the ſtate, has gratified 
me with letters of nobility, which you ſhall ſee.” So 
ſaying, I took my patent out of the drawer where it lay 
concealed, and preſented it to the gentleman, who read 
it attentively, from beginning to end, with vaſt ſatisfac- 
tion. This is excellent! (faid he, reſtoring the pa- 
pers :) Dorothea is yours.” * And you (cried |) may 
depend upon Seraphina.” | 

Thele two marriages being thus reſolved upon, all that 
remained, was to know, it the brides would conſent 
with a good grace: for Don Juan and I, being equally 
delicate, did not intend to force their inclinations. That 
gentleman returned, therefore, to his caſtle of Jutella, 
to propoſe me to his ſiſter; and J afſembled Scipio, 
Beatrice, and their daughter, to communicate the con- 
rerſation I had with that cavalier. Beatrice was for ac- 
cepting him without heſitation ; and Seraphina, by her 
ſilence, ſhewed that ſhe was of her mother's opinion. As 
to the father, he was not indeed averſe to the match; 
but expreſſed ſome uneaſinets about the dowry which, 
he ſaid, muſt be given to the gentleman, whoſe caſtle 
had fuch prefling need of repairs. | ſtopt Scipio's mouth, 
telling him, that affair concerned me, and that I would 
make a pretent to wy god-daughter ot tour thouſand pil- 
toles for her portion. 

Don Juan returning that very evening. ** Your affairs 
(faid | to him) ſucceed to a miracle; | with mine may be 
in no worſe condition.” “ "They ate allo on an excel- 
lent footing, (he replied) I had no occaſion to employ 
authority, to obtain Dorothea's conſent: your perſon is 
to her liking, and the is pleaſed with your behaviour. 
You was apprehenſive of your being difagreeable to her; 
and the is more juſtly afraid, that having nothing but her 
heart and hand to offer.“ What more would I 
have] (cried I. in a tranſport of joy :) ſince the charm- 
ing Dorothea has no reluctance to unite her fate with 
mine, I aſk no more: I am rich enough to marry her 

| without 
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without a portion, and the poſſeſſion of her alone will 


crown my wiſhes !” 

Don Juan and I, very well pleaſed with having 
brought matters happily ſo far, reſolved to haſten our 
nuptials, by ſuppreſling all ſuperfluous ceremonies. I 


brought this gentleman and Seraphina's parents together; 


and after they had agreed upon the conditions of the mar- 
riage, he took his leave, promiſing to return next day 
with Dorothea. The 44. I had of appearing agree- 
able to that lady, made me employ three good hours, at 
leaſt, in adjuſting and adonizing myſelt; and yet, tor all 
that, I could not make mytelf pleated with my own per- 
fon. It is only a pleaſure for a young man to prepare 
himſelf for viſiting his miſtreſs: but to one who begins to 
Ur old, it is quite a fatigue. However, | was more 
ppy than I deſerved to be. 

When next I ſaw Don Juan's ſiſter, ſhe regarded me 
with ſuch a favourable eye, that | imagined myſelt ttil} 
good for ſomething. I bad a long converfation with her, 
was charmed with her ditpoſition ; and concluded, that, 
with delicate behaviour, and a great deal of complaitance, 
I ſhould become a beloved ſpouſe. Elevated with this 
agreeable hope, I ſent to Valencia tor two notaries, was 
drew up the contract of marriage; then we had recourte 
to the curate of Paterna, who c1me to Lirias, and mar- 
ried Don juan and me to our mittretſes. 

Thus, tor the ſecond time, dil | light the torch of Hy- 
men, and had no caule to tepent my conduct. Dorothea, 
like a virtuous wite, made a pleature of her duty; and, 
ſenſible of my care to anticipate her deſires, ſoon at- 
tached herſelt to me, as much as it | had been a young 
man. On the other hand, Don Juan and my god-daugh- 
ter were inflamed with mutual ardour ; and, what is 
very ſingular, the two ſiſters in law conceived the molt 
paſſionate and ſincere friendſhip tor one another. As tor 
my part, I found fo many good qualities in my brother- 
in-law, that I felt a real affection for him ; and he did 
not repay it with ingratitude. In ſhort, the union that 
reigned among us was fuch, that in the evening, when 
we parted, only till next day, that ſeparation was not 
performed without pain; fo that, of the two families, 

' we 
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we reſolved to make one, which ſhould live ſometimes 
at the caſtle of Lirias, and ſometimes at that of Jutella, 
which, for this purpoſe, received great reparations, by 
the help of his Excellency's piſtoles. 

I have for three years, gentle reader, led a delicious 
life with people whom I love ſo much; and to crown 
my felicity, heaven has bleſſed me with two children, 
whom I piouſly believe to be my own, and whoſe educa- 
tion ſhall be the amuſement of my old age. 


The End of the TweLrTH and laſt Boos. 
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